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BILLS (3)-rIRST READING.
J, Road Districts Act Amendment (No.

2).
2Timber Workers.

3, Western Australian Aged Sailors and
Soldiers' Relief Fund Amendment.

Received from the Assembly.

BILLr-CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Hion. J. Nicholson in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment. of Section 15:

Hon. J. CORNEL: I move an admnend-
ment-

That al1 the words after 'by' in line 1 bc
struck out and the following inserted in lieu: -
'.'Provided also tbat-(i) no aboriginal
native of Australia, Asia (except British India
or Ceylon), Africa or Islands of the Pacific
(except New Zealand), or person of the half
blood, shall be entitled to be registered unless
lbe is a person who was registered as an elector
prior to the thirty-firet day of Deeember,
1933, but the disqualifications created by this
paragraph of this proviso shall act apply to
any person who is a naturalised subject; (ii)
no elector possessing more than one qualifica-
tion within a provine shall be thereby enL-
titled to be registered more than once for that
province; (b) adding the following paragraph
at the end of the section: -'In this section
"naturalised subject" means a person who
has obtained a certificate of naturalisation
under the laws of the United Kingdom., or
under the laws of the Commonwealth, or any
State of the Commonwealth, or under the laws
of any of the British Dominions, and whkrne
certificate of naturalisation is still in force
and has been in force for at least twelve
months before making the claim.' "

This Bill and the Bill we have just been
coiisidering are practically inseparable. The
idea of another place, when the Bill was
introduced there, -was to extend the full
franchise of this House to British Indianz.
As the Constitution now stands, a British
Indian can only exercise the franchise of
this House by virtue of his being natural-
ised and being a freeholder. Mvy object is
to enlarge the franchise by providing that
any person qualified to be registered as an
elector for the Legislative Assembly can be
enrolled as an elector for this House pro-

vided hie holds the necessary qualification
as a holder of freehold property, a rate-
payer, a business leaseholder, a Crown lease-
hoider, qutalifications possessed by an ordin-
ary citizen. The Constitution at present
p3rovides that no aboriginal native of Aus-
tralia, Asia or A friea (not any of the is-
lands of the Pacific) shall be entitled to be
reg-istered as an electur. I could ntever see
anyv reasoning in that other than that when
thle Electoral Act was framed in 1907 the
inatter was overlooked. There is every jus-
tificationi for the amendment T have submlit-
ted.

Amendinent put and passed, the clause, as
amenided, agreed to.

Clause 3, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourned at 5.15 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STOCK ROUTE, NORTH-
WEST WELLS.

"Mr, WELSH asked the Minister for
W-orks: In view of the very prolonged de-
lay and the most urgent necessity for the
work being commenced imnmediaeely, will
he state the approximate date when the
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Government propose to commence repairing
the wells along the 'North-West stock route,
ex Meekathat-ra-1

The -MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
There has been no prolonged delay. The road
board baring- refused to continue to main-
tain these wells, even though annual grants
were made, I directed that the stock route
be inspected. The report was received on
the 4th September and is now under con-
sideration. I will certainly not commence
any work until the board bas refunded the
unexpended balance of the grants that have
been made by the Government.

BILI,-METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK
ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. North and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.
1, Timber Workers.
2, Western Australian Aged Sailors and

Soldiers' Relief Fund Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from 18th October.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [4.35]: 1
ant sorry this Bill was not delayed until
after we had disposed of the Agricultural
Bank Act Amendment Bill. We should then
have had some idea of the Government's
proposals for assisting those engaged in
the wheat industry. I am also sorry that
we have not before us the annual report
of the Industries Assistance Board for last
year. We have the previous year's report,
but do not know what the transactions have
been since that was issued. It is not easy
to discuss intelligently a Bill of this nature
without knowing upon what the board have
been engaged during the past year. The
Minister says it is not proposed to add to
the activities of the board, but I understand
that daring the year, although very little
new mnoney has been found, a considerable
amount has been re-advanced to those who
are operating under the Act. During the
last few years there has been very little
need for this legislation, and the general

desire of members has been to remove it
from the statute-book as early as possible.
This year, however, I anm afraid it will be
extensively required. If reports are true
concerning the northern parts of the State,
most of the crops there have been damaged
hy rust. This has been disturbing not only
the farming community, but the conmner-
cial people of Geraldton, and others. I have
received copies of resolutions that were car-
ried at Geraldton asking the Government to
procure sufficient seed wheat from the area
to make sure of crops being put in next year.
I should like to know From the 'Minister
whether anything has been done about that.
If it is true that the damage has been so ex-
tensive that mianly farmers may not harvest
even sufficient seed wheat, quite a lot of
money wvill be required to assist them in that
and other directions. I do not know bow it
is possible to go to their aid except
through the Industries Assistance Act. The
legislation we shall he dealing with next
week makes no provision for any assistance
of this kind outside the ordinary channels
which have been altowved under the Act. The
Minister igh-lt tell us whether it is proposed
to find any new money under the Industries
Assistance Act, and whether it is intended to
give necessary assistance to those engaged
in the industry. Although the Minister for
Agriculture has come back from a visit to
the eastern areas of the State, and has made
glowing reports on the wonderful crops
there, I tell him definitely there are very few
good crops. Many farmers will not get off
sufficient wheat to ensure their being able to
carry on this year, unless better prices are
obtained. In the eastern part of my elec-
torate, and around Beverley and Pingelly,
wheat crops have been badly affected. The
same thing applies to the Lake Browvn 'Ujs-
trict. Further south the position is better.

The Minister for Works: There are many
wvorse districts than yours for poor crops.

Hon. C. G. LATHAMA: If that is so, the
Government will have many problems to
face. I do not know how assistance (can be
rendered to the industry except through this
legislation. Perhaps the Minister will ob-
tain reports from the Agricultural Bank
officials showing what the actual position is,
so that we may have an opportunity while
the House is in session to find the necessary
money with which to carry on those who will
require assistance during the year. The Min-
ister said it had been difficult to obtain comn-
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inertial credit for the miners' settlement,
probably due to the restrictive legislation
that has been passed during the last few
years. If that is so, it will lbe difficult to
obtain it fo;other settlers. The amount of
advances to the miners' settlement has ex-
ceeded £E2,000, and the Minister is asking for
a continuance of the Act so that he may find
an additional amount. He told its there were
69 operative accounts in the miners' settle-
nient. I find from last year's report of the
Industries Assistance Board that there were
85 mniner settlers in the Southern Cross area
who were operating under the Act. Perhaps
the Minister will tell us if there is any
reasonable chance of those men mnaking ends
meet. Year after year we have been pour-
ing money into the district. If we do exceed
the £2,000 allowed under the Agricultural
Banik Act, and find additional money for
those people, we shall only be building uip
accounts for the purpose of writing them
down. It is timle we took stock of what we
are doing. It is no ue pouring money con-
tinuously into this concern- We have had
experience of the group settlement, where
we spent millions of money and then boasted
about writing down the properties. The
people cannot continue doing that sort of
thing.

The Minister for Lands: Under your ad-
ministration-

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The -Minister had
better not talk about that.

The Minister for Lends: I will talk about
it later on.

Hon. C. G-. LATHAM: I shall have some-
thing to say, and sine figures to quote, too.
The Deputy Treasurer -has put up) figures in
a very concrete form showing, where the
money went.

The Minister for Lands: Bosh!
Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Are we going to

do the same with the mniners' settlement'? It
would pay handsomely to take those settlers
off their blocks and keep) themn in Perth,
rather than pay out £300 or £E400 a year
without any hope of getting it back. The
Industries Assistance Board, in the last re-
port we have, stated that very little new
money had been found, but that the refund
of proceeds amounted to £25,552. The
amount of new money advaneed last year
was £1,028. The other money was made up
of re-advances. Recentl 'y an investigation
was conducted into the Agricultural Bank
and the Industries Assistance Board, and in

the report that was made the mistakes that
have been occurring were pointed out. The
Government now come along and ask that
those mistakes be perpetuated and not recti-
fied. I am anxious to help these people as
much as possible, but we can only do so
within the limits of the money that is avail-
able. I do not know how much will be forth-
comingc out of loan funds for the industry.
The Minister said this was an avenue in
which the Commonwealth Government mighit
assist if they could find the money, but I
an afraid we shall get very little help from
that quarter to enable us to carry onl the
industry, if we are going to adopt the policy
of advancing money for the purpose of
writing down the indebtedness later on. It
would be preferable, with the money that is
available, to take these settlers off their
blocks. It would cost the country less to
do so, and we could direct the men into other
avenues, or actually keep them out of work.
I do not know what assistance they might
get under the Mine Workers' Relief Act.
They wvere certainly sent there to give them
an opportunity because of the disabilities
they had suffered arising from diseases in-
curred while working in the mines. I do
not know what the state of their health is
or what is the actual position at the moment.
We cannot continue building up these debts
under such circumstances,

M1r. Warner: You would not suggest tak-
ing thein off their holdings when there is a
chance of a rise in the prices of their pro-
duets?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is all a ques-
tion whether we can afford to keep these
men onl their holdings. If they hav-e built
up liabilities in excess of the £:2,000 pro-
vided for under the Act, and the Minister
tells us it is necessary for the Industries
Assistance Act to be continued in order
that the liabilities inn; bie maintained and
pr~ovision made accordingly, the position is
lpretty hopelesi. I trust the Minister will
delay the passing of the Bill until we see
what it is proposed to do under the new
legislation, and until we have the report of
the Industries Assistance Board dealing with
last year's operations. If there is a reason-
ahle chance ahead of these mien, I want
them to get it, but, onl the other hand, it
seemis a very had business proposition just
to make funds available under the Indus-
tries Assistance Act, with a view to writing
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the amiounts off later onl. I shall not raise
any objection to the passing- of the Bill.
I am sorry the 'Minister is not delaying- it
in view of tile fact that he is to hand over
the activities of the board, together with
other undertakings, to the commissioners
who, it is proposed, will be placed in control
of the Agricultural Bank. I hope members
will realise w-hat we are doing, and will
consider how far it is possible to find the
money necessary to assist the settlers with-
out continually writing off portion of their
indebtedness.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[4.47]1: It is a matter of great regret that
it becomes necessary to continue this legis-
lation from year to year. When it was initi-
ated in 1914, the year of the drought
throughout the agricultural areas, it was
hoped that in the coure of a very few years
it would be possible to wind up the legis-
lation, and that the settlers assisted would
be carried on in the ordinary way as clients
of the Agricultural Bank or clients of other
financial institutions. Owing to the posi-
tion with which we are confronted to-day,
it would appear that there will be more
necessity, unfortunately, for assistance to
certain clients of the Agricultural Bank
under this particular legislation than dur-
ing the past year or two. We have bad
varying reports as to the state of the crops
in the main eastern agricultural belt. I
hope the report by the Minister for Agri-
culture is the correct one, and that the more
pessimistic reports we have heard are not
accurate. I know from authentic reports
I have received, that the depredations of
rust in the northern areas have been very
bad. I am afraid there are many farmers
in those districts who will not be able to
carry on without assistance in some shape
or form. I do not know whence that assist-
ance can emanate unless it be from the
Government tinder this particular legisla-
tion. It has been reported to me that one
jute merchant in the metropolitan area, who
trades mostly in the northern areas, has
had cancelled more than 50 per cent. of his
bag orders from those parts. That is a seri-
ous state of affairs. Several of the prin-
cipal varieties of wheat in those areas are
so badly affected by rust this year that
great care will have to be taken to secure
the provision of seed requirements for next
year. Unless some assistance is rendered

those farmers, T am afraid they wvill not be
able to carry on at all. I trust the Gov-
ernment at no distant date will make some
announcement, through the M1inister for
Lands, as to what canl be (lone for the
farmers who have scarcely any harvest at
all. MaNlny men have grown good crops
and, in th~e course of a week or two, the
crops have disappeared. The rust has wiped
them away just as though a bush fire had
swept through the holdings. The Minister
said the other day that there wvere 1,893
farmers carried on uinder the Industries
Assistance Act. It is a great pity that the
number should be so large. The liabilities
at the 30th June, 1984, were given as
£645,896, and interest owing £147,149. I
am afraid that, under existing conditions,
there is little prospect of those accounts
being reduced this -year. I do not know how
the Minister will be able to collect the ordin-
ary current interest, let alone arrears. I
am afraid the farmers are in for a very
difficult time, and that they will have to fall
back on someone for assistance. I am won-
dering if this is not an opportune time for
a decision to be arrived at with regard to
the small percentage of farmers dealt with
uinder this legislation who are not worth
carrying on. There are a few square pegs
in round holes, and those men have never
made a success of their farming operations.
Western Australia cannot afford much longer
to carry on those mnen. It is not fair to the
good farmers, nor is it in the interests of
the State. The small amount the Govern-
ment have available for assistance should
be devoted to the good farmers. The in-
ferior type should -be weeded out, and the
good nien should reap the benefit of what
assistance is available. It is with great re-
gret that I am forced to agree with the Min-
ister that nothing can be done at present to
wind up this legislation, or until those
farmers who are operating under its pro-
i-sions are, by virtue of more fortuitous
circumstances than obtain to-day, placed in
a more satisfactory position.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [4.533: 1
would not have risen to participate in the
debate bad it not been for the fact that
niv district is the one chiefly affected by the
rulst trouble. The Minister has stated that
lie does not intend accepting any new
accounts uinder the Industries Assistance
Act, but I think it will he found necessary
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to provide somne method of assistance for
many of the farmers. Resolutions from the
Geraldton. Chamber of Commerce dealing
with this matter have no doubt been read
by the Minister. It is stated that, in view
of the prevailitng conditions, some organisa-
tion wvill be required to retain sufficient good
seed wheat in the district for the require-
ments of tile following season. In 1015,
when there was a rust epidemic in my elec-
torate, I bad 600 acres of good crop but
the greater Ipart of it was ridueed to a
failure. 'This year somewhat similar cir-
cumistances exist. I notice that tile W.A.
Wheat Pool estimate the average crop in
the northern districts at five bushels. When
it is remembered that those districts have
always returned the highest average for the
State, nmembers will appreciate what a clit-
ference tile rust has made to the crops there.
It has been said 'ye are to receive a certain
amount of financial assistance from the Comn-
mon wealth Government.

Mr. Wilson: It has only been said.
MUr. PATRICK: If that assistance be

granted, the effect of which will be to bring
tile return for wheat up) to 3s. a bushel at
the siding, it wi4ll be of no value to farmers
who have no wheat to sell.

The Minister for Works: It could be dis-
tributed on an acreage basis.

Mr. PATRICK: That would be the only
wevay in which it could be of assistan~ce. The
other way it has been suggested the assist-
ance could be used, is in writing down past
debts. That would be of no grent value to
farmers whlo require seed wheat for next
year's cropping. It is of little use to them
to write down past debts if they have n
wheat with which to Ca rr 'v on. I hope the
Government will find some lvay out of the
lpresent difficulty. It has to be remembered
that in the northern districts in former years
we used to grow varieties of wheat that wvere
discarded on tile recommendation of the
A~ricnltural Department. Now this year we
find those new varieties have suffered worst
from the rust. In those circumstances, the
department are morall 'y responsible for some
of the trouble experienced. If we had con-
tinnued growing some of the varieties for-
merly used there, such as Gluyas, and Mar-
shall No. 3, the effects might not have been
so disastrous.

The Minister for Leads: But the depart-
ment have beer, responsible for good as wveil.

Mr. PATRICK: That is so, but in the
northern districts the farmers were encour-
aged to use new varieties that have not with-
stood the rust. Therefore we must p~lace a
certain amount of the responsibility at the
door of the department. I trust the Minister
will be able to provide some Government
assistance for farmers in the districts I have
mentioned.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
11. F. Troy-Mt. Magnet-in reply) [4.571:
In the course of his remarks, the Leader
of the Opposition referred to the miners'
settlement, and said that there were 69
miners' accounts on the books of the .A.B.
lie said there (lid not ap~pear to hea much
use carrying on the settlement if there was
110 hope of success. There is always hope
of success. The miner settlers are in no
sense distinct from thle other 1,300 settlers
wvho have been carried on under the I.A.B.
since 1915.

Hon. C. Gl. Lathanm: The niners' debt has
been built up) during a period of some five
yearis.

IThe 3IINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
quote instances of settlers who have incur-
red liabilities with the bank amounting to
upwards of £8,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But those liabilities
have been incurred over a period of 20
years, not five years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
h~ope is there for men who in 20 years have
built up) such a load of debt? Anm I to un-
derstand from the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition that the position of the
.1,300 farmers also is hopeless? Why stress
the 69 miner settlers, when there are 1,300
other farmers who have been under the
board for a much longer term and whose
liabilities are so much greater? I have not
inspected the miners' settlement since last
I was in office. From what I can gather,
it seems to mc that the settlement has slip-
ped back a bit. The miners started quite
well, but I am given to understand that a
number of them have not been provided
with plant. I am concerned to know why'
they have not been provided with plant
during the past three or four years. It is
perfectly hopeless to ask settlers to farm
without plant, and the question arises as to
why so many of these settlers were not pro-
vided with the equipment necessary if they
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were to make progress. There may be rea-
sons for it.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: Could they run sheep
and stock?

The M1INISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, hut
I was talking about plant.

Hon. C. 0. Latbam: If they could run
sheep, it might help them a bit.

The MINXISTER FOR LANDS: I am
told some of them have not water supplies,
nor have any teams. I intend to find out
how many could bare been supplied with
tennis and were not supplied with them.
They cannot be expected to make goood if
they are farming without equipment. I do
not know of any fanner in the country who
could succeed in those conditions; in fact,
I aU1 Sure that none could. I do not know
why they have no equipment, but I am go-
ing to investigate the position before appor-
tioning the blame. Those settlers made a
veryv fine start, but in niy opinion they have
slipped hack during the last three years.

E~on, 0. 0. Latham: They could not help
slipping back in a year like last year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
Ohooli State farm is a very good indication
of what that country is capable of produc-
ing. The resut from that experimental
farm shows that it is an excellent farming-
area when properly farmed.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: It is not the best
of the land, either.

The MINrISTER. FOR LANDS: No, it
has a mixture of land. The miners' settle-
meat is, in the main, particularly good land,
lbetter than that at the Ohooli farm, but I
sun afraid the settlers have slipped hack
dluring the last three years, and I do not
know what has been responsible for it.

Mr, Patrick: Even if they farmed well,
could they make wheat pay at 2s. per
bushel?

The MINKISTER FOR LANDS: No, they
could not. In any event they cannot make
good the way they are going now.

lion. P. D6. Ferguson: Some of them are
not in the best of health.

The "MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: That is
true. In addition to which, I san told, they
hare not teams nor equipment, which must
he a great drawback. I do not know why
they have not equipment, but I am going
to make inquiries about that. We have to
keep on with these men. The whole of the
agricultural districts are being carried on
tn-day in the expectation that prices will

improve. Without that expectation, agri-
cultural settlers would hare no hope at all.
The great mnajority of the people believe
that prices will improve and that the pre-
sent is merely an unhappy experience.

Hon. C, G. Latham: And a pretty costly
one.

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: Yes. But
it must he remembered that when good
times come again .they may be fol-
]owved once more by bad times. A
settler cannot escape that kind of
thing-, unless he is very lucky. I hope
this unfortunate experience will not last
much longer, arid that it will be followed
by brighter times. The Leader of the Op-
position referred to group settlements. I
am not sure that it was not under his per-
sonal administration that the Government
of the day put a number of settlers on hold-
ings which, under my administration, had
been abandoned. Although they were writ.
ten down and eventually abandoned, they
were sold again for the value of the build-
ings, and the settlers occupying them have
received advances of up to £300 or £400. I
find that one settler was offered a place for
£400 and subsequently got an advance of
£400. That is a policy I have always con-
demned, namely settling people on tiseles3
abandoned blocks. I am asked to give an
opinion as to what the Government pro-
pose to do about the rust difficulty. When-
ever a crisis occurs business, men, men in
commerce, want to know where the Govern-
ment come in.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: At all events, we
should see to it that there is enough seed
retained in the district.

The MINKISTER FOR LANDS: T think
there will be enough seed. I do not think
any settler will fail to get seed, probably
more than seed. It would be premature
for the Government to step in and say, "We
are going to buy this or that," for when
the time comes we might not have the neces-
sary resources for the purpose; in fact we
know that we have not. Certainly in the
light of the rainfall the position is not as
satisfactory as it might be- But this is not
the first time we have bad rust in the north-
ern areas. We have all experienced rust:-
I, like others, have experienced it, yet we
have all got sufficient seed, and this year
also no doubt we shall get sufficient seed.

Mr. Patrick: There are individual set-
tlers who will not.

873
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know who they are. I have had a look at
the crops, and I think the settlers wvill get
all the seed they want. I have asked for a
report on the position, so that we shall have
some facts to go upon. It is not being over-
looked. It would be premature to say what
ought to be done under this Act, hut I do
think that before resolutions are passed by
various bodies people ought to harvest their
crops, so that we might see what they get.
Then we would know definitely the actual
position. some question has arisen as to
whether it is advisable to sow wheat that
has been harvested from crops affected by
rust. Some people will say no. I reimem-
her that in 1915 they said yes. In 1915,
1918, 1917 and again in 1918, we all. sowed
rusty wheat and got crops from it. Per-
sonally, if ily wheat has any substance in
it I will sow it again, However, I am going
to have the position investigated.

Mr. Patrick: It is a good thing to get
out of it if the wheat is badly affected by
rust.

The MINISTER FOR LANKDS: The
position will be investigated. I cannot say
just what will have to be done; everything-
will depend upon the resources of the Gov-
ernmient. I think the great majority of the
settlers will hare seed wheat and a bit to
spare. I do not agree that the department
is responsible for the settlers growing those
wheats. Whenever the department thinks
of something good and it turns out wrong
everybody says the department is respon-
sible. If we say grow more wheat, wre are
responsible, and if we say grow this or that
variety, again we are responsible. But the
settlers are all free agents. I as a farmer can
please myself What I grow and so, too, canl
any other farmer. Those wheats which are
now showing rust, previously gave us a
great return, up to 10 and 11 bag crops.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They increased thu-
State's average by bushels per acre.

The -MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course they did. We have prided ourselves
on them and their results. Wheat breeding
by the department has been of material ad-
vantage to the farmers. Wonderful wheats
have been produced.

Mr. Wise: This State is the luckiest of
all in regard to rust.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
to thank the department for many benefits
in regard to wheat, and we are not goin

to abandon those varieties beeause in one
year an unfortunate condition prevails. As
for the B ill, the Agricultural Bank in future
will be administered by new commissioners,
and so we hope there wvill be no f urther
necessity for a continuance of this legisla-
tion.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
lbate, reported without amendment and, the
report adopted.

ANINUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.

In4 Conimittee of Suppty.

Resumned from the 18th October; ir.
Sleemian in the Chair.

D'epartincat of Chief Secretary (Hon. J.
MI. Drew, Minister; Hon. S. W. Munsie in
charge of the V~otes)

Vote-Chief Secretary, £13,887:

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.16]:; The
Minister representing the Chief Secretary
should be able to give us some valuable in-
formation of the wvork of the several divi-
sions. I should like to know whether hos-
pital and financial emergency tax collections
are having any effect on the imembership of
friendly societies. The Minister might also
informn us whether a teacher has been ap-
pointed for the printing class at the
Freman tle prison and whether, in addition
to instructing in printing, ruling, and book-
binding, the appointee is required to do
sentry work,

The Minister for Works: There are very
few lodgers in the institution now.

Thle Minister for Mines: There is no pro-
vision on the Estimates for such a teacher.

Mr. SAMPSO-N: If the teacher is re-
quired to do sentry work and those dutties
necessitate Sunday work, it is too much to
expect of any mani. I should like to hear
hlow the Hospital for the Insane is faring
in these bad timies;- whether the arrangement
made some time ago for a supply of fruit
for the inmates is being maintained or
whether the patients arc being deprived of
fruit as part of their diet.
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RON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-M-%oore)
[5.19] : On the Moore River near Mogtimber
is a native settlemrent consisting of 12,000
or 13,000 acres, and unfortunately the whole
of that country is poor sandplain. One of
the difficulties experienced by the manage-
ment is that of growing crops owing to the
poorness of the soil. Recently an Agricul-
tural Bank farm almost adjoining the settle-
nment has, become vacant. The farm contains
sonic good country, and I urge the -Minister
to take steps to acequire the farm for the
settlement. The superintendent of the settle-
mnent is a first-class farmer, and I know of
no man in the State who could put that farm
to better use. Hf it were acquired for the
settlement, much of the produce needed by
the inmates of the settlement could be grown
there. It -would be suitable for dairying and
for raising fodder crops. I hope th~e Minis-
ter will give the matter consideration at an
early date before the farm is acquired by
anyone else. I understand that it is vacant
at present.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [5.211:
I should like to direct the attention ofthe
Minister to the need for undertaking sur-
vey work on the North-West coast. The
situation that has developed at Onslow is
rather alarming. Vessels are now makin~g
a practice of not approaching within ten
miles of the roadstead. Until five or six
weeks ago they anchored about half a mile
from the shore. One steamer met an ob-
struction that pierced one of her plates
and she 'had to go to Singapore for dock-
ing, and the "1(oolinda" has twice
grounded on the bank. I believe the prac-
tice of lying far off the port is to be ad-
bered to until a survey of the locality is
made.

The Minister for Mines: I believe a boat
has been sent up there to make a survey.

Mr. RODOREDA: I doubt whether that
is correct. The boat that it was intended
to use is occupied in lightering cargo and
is available only when there is no lighter-
ing to he done. The conditions render it
almost impossible for the lighter to be
available because of the time occupied in
handling cargo and waiting for tides in
order to get to the jetty. The matter
needs urgent attention as the lighters can-
not effectively work a vessel anchored ten
miles out. I have been advised that 6,000

bales of wool have accumuilated at the port.
The Government approached the Common-
wealth authorities to make their survey
ship available for the wvork, but were re-
fused point blank. The Commonwealth
survey boat had time to travel from Dar-
win to Fremantle in order that two or three
ratings might be tried for alleged insubor-
dination. Five or six weeks were wasted
on the trip and then the boat had to re-
turn to Darwin. The survey work in hand
at Darwin was ordinary routine work and
would not matter if it were held up for
12 months. That indicates the treatment
we receive from the Commonwealth. The
conditions at Onslow are had enough ordin-
arily, but with this additional handicap,
it is becoming impossible to handle cargo.
The master of the "Koolinda" has also
refused to take his vessel into Balla be-
cause of having met an obstruction there.
I have been informed by lightermen that
the "Koolinda" was off her track at the
time. .Ibe officials of the Harbour and
Lights Department say there is not suffici-
ent trade to warrant expenditure at that
port. Since the master of the "Koolinda"
refused to take his vessel into Baila, two
other vessels have entered safely and lifted
cargo. The "Koolinda" and other boats
have been calling there for many -years
and had previously experienced no trouble.
I consider that the master of the "Koo-
linda" should not have refused to call. He
is there to help the people, but his main
consideration seems to be to look after
himself. He has not shown consideration
for the people on the coast, especially at
lighterage ports.

Mr. Mlarshall: Who is the master of the
"Koolinda?"

Mr. RODOREDA: Captain Buckeridge.

Mr. Marshall: At one time hie was very
good.

THE XMISTER FOR DUNES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie-Hannans) [5.26]: 1 regret
that I cannot give detailed replies to the
questions raised by members. The re-
quests made by the member for Irwin-Moore
and the member for Roebourne will be
forwarded to the respective departments
for consideration. I cannot inform the
member for Swan regarding the questions
raised by him. There is no item on the
Estimates and no reference in my notes to
the probable effect of the hospital tax on
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the membership of friendly societies. A
report has been tabled, however, and the
hon. member may find the information
there. Regarding gaol printing, I do not
know that there is any need for an instruc-
tor other than a warder who is always on
the job. For all the printing that is done,
he is capable of giving the necessary in-
struction. The number of persons detained
in mental homes last year was 1,331, of
whom 872 were males and 459 females. At
Point Heatheote there were 82 patients,
41 of each sex. It is noteworthy that the
inmates of mental institutions represent
one to every 381 of the population, which
makes Western Australia the second lowest
of all the States.

Mr. Sampson: Our proportion has in-
creased during the last year or two.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not a bad record. The various p~oints raised
will'be brought under the notice of the Chief
Secretary.

Item, Correspondence Despatch, £327:

Mir. SAMPSON: Will the Minister inform
me what saving has been effected by the
correspondence branch compared with what
the expenditure would have been had all
correspondence gone through the posti

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
give the bon. member the information he
seeks. The department was established in
1914 to save money on correspondence, if
possible, and to give quick despatch to comn-
munrications between departments within the
metropolitan area. During the past year its
operations have extended to Esperance,
Waroona, Yarloop, Coolgardie and Wiluna.
Arrangements have now been made with the
Railway Department for the establishment
of this service in many other country centres.

XVote put and passed.

Vote-Aborigines, £611,438-agreed to.

Vote-Registry and Friendly Societies,
£9,771:

Mr. SAMPSON: I still think we should
be afforded information in respect to the
effect of the hospital taxation upon friendly
societies. When a tax of this nature is im-
posed, it is likely to result in a decrease in
the number of members of these societies.
I hope such is not the case, but I would like

iiformiation on the subject. What effect has
the hospital tax had upon friendly societies?
Has not the depression cast a heavier burden
upon them as well as upon hospitals?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in discussing the depression on
this question.

Air. SAM1PSON: It must have had an
effect upon friendly societies, which do so
much good in the community.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Caols, E25,939:

Air. SAMPSON: I regret that tire Minis-
ter is not in touch with these votes. I under-
stand that an instructor has been attached to
the gaoils for some time past. The late Mr.
Edwards was an excellent official and a first.
class tradesman. When he died, Mr. Alford
took his place, but suhsequently vacated the
office. I disagree with the Minister when he
says that it warder has filled the position. It
has not been the duty of a warder, in the
strict sense of the term, to act as instructor,
although I am advised that the instructor is
expected to spend part of his time on sentry
work. If this official is required to work
sometimes on Saturday and Sunday, life is
being- made altogether too strenuous for him.
It is sthfciently distressing to be in the Fre-
mantle prison for any length of time without
having a lot of extra work to do.

The Minister for Employment: We will
take your word for that.

Mir. SAMPlSON: No doubt the Minister
knows something about it. An instructor
should not be called upon to act as a sentry.
I hope the Minister will see that only reason-
able duties are expected of the instructor,
such as would be assigned to a man in an
ordinary factory.

Vote put and passed.

V,-ote-Jilarbour and Light and Jetties,
£lD,47 7 -agreecZ to.

Vote-Lunacy and Inebriates, £99,209:

Mir. SAMPSON: Will the Minister give
me some information with respect to the
rations issued to the inmates of these institu-
tions ? In the stock world, a balanced ration
is required. It is important that the inmates
of our hospitals should get fruit. Many
years ago, several acres of fig trees were
planted at the Hospital for the Insane at
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Claremont. I should like to know whether
these have been eared for, and whether the
patients are receiving the fruit.

The MINISTER FOR, MINES: I(do not
know anything about tile fruit trees. For
the last 12 months more vegetables and other
produce have been g-rown at the Claremont
Asylum for the benefit of the inmates than
at any other time in its his tory. Not only
has sufficient been grown for their own re-
quirements, but a good deal has been sup-
plied to other institutions.

Vote put mid passed.

Vote-CObservatory, £1,5S3-agreed to.

Department of the MHin ter for Alines
(Hon. S. W. Munsie, Minister)

Vote-Mines, £6112,533:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie -Hannans) [5.43] :I am
pleased to be able to report that last year
not only was the progress continued in re-
spedt to the output of gold, but there has
been a definite increase compared with the
lprevious year. I doubt whether the figures
for the current year will show as great an
increase over the output of the year just
closed, but there will still be an increase
over the previous year, indicating steady
progress in the industry. It is easy to ex-
plain this situation. Last year saw the com-
pletion of two very up-to-date treatment
plants. Naturally the companies concerned
(lid their utmost to provide the greatest out-
put they could get, with the result that for
the year the increased output was consider-
ably above that of the year before. This
year, the companies are continuing in the
same good way and are slightly increasing
their output. The new plants, however,
have not had time this year to make them-
selves felt in relation to the output. The
production for the third quarter of the cur-
rent year has been in excess of the produc-
tion for the third quarter for many years
past. I confidently anticipate that that
feature will be repeated in this year, 1934.
If it is, we shall be in a highly favourable
position as to output of gold. Seeing that
the industry has done so much for Western
Australia, and indeed for the whole Com-
mionwealth, it seem worth while, even at
the cost of iteration, to give the figures of

Western Australia's gold production. The
aggregate gold production of this State up
to the 30th September, 1934, is-
Fine ounces. Par Value. Australian Currency.
40,485,766 £171,972,583 £181,788,829

In 1930 our gold output was 416,369 fine
ounces; in 1031, 510,672 fine ounces; in
1932, 605,561 fine ounces; and in 1933,
637,307 fine ounces. The increase in 1931
over 1930 was 94,203 fine ounces; in 1932
over 1931, 94,989 fine ounces; and in 1933
over 1932, 31,746 fine ounces. For the first
nine months of this year the output has
been 483,696 fine ounces, of a par value
of £C2,054,613, or in Australian currency
£4,097,480. If we assume an equivalent
production for the last quarter of this year,
we can add to those figures 120,924 fine
ounces, of a par value of £513,653, or in
Australian currency £1,024,370. This would
give us for the year 1934 a production equal-
ling 604,620 fine ounces, of a par value of
£2,568,266, or in Australian currency
£5,121,850. That is on the present value
of gold. 'My personal belief is that the
price of gold will go still higher. I have
reasons for making that statement, but
there is no necessity to express them here.
I do not mind saying that one of my reasons
is the turmoil in Europe. The mere
thought of any nation going to war is suff-
cient to nSake all nations endeavour
to acquire as much gold as possible. I be-
lieve that if there should be another war of
any magnitude, no country would supply
any other country with materials unless they
were paid for in gold. Every nation is
seeking gold to hoard. Therefore I believe
that the price of gold will go still higher.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Tlle nations will
borrow from one another.

The AULNISTER FOR MI1NES: It is not
customary to lend gold.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: The nations will lend
it to fighit one another.

The MI1NISTER FOR MNINES: Unques-
tionably mining investments in Western
Australia have proved fairly profitable dur-
ig. the last 12 months. I acknowledge that
there is a boom, and that a great deal
Of 1110o1eY is being- subscribed for company
flotations; but the actual dividends paid by
established mines during the year ended 31st
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December, 1033, total £534,081, comipris-

Lake View and Star .
Great Boulder Proprietary
Sons of Owalia
Boulder Perseverance
South Ralgurli Consolidated
Associated Gold Mines
Golden H1orseshoe (New) Ltd.
North Kalgurli (1912)
Princess Royal

L
270,000

65,625
48,750
37,438

29,768
27,500
18,750

5,600

In addition to these figures, the South Kal-
gurli Consolidated Ltd. paid a bonus of
£31,250 and made a return of capital to
the same amount, £01,250. These amount,
added to the dividends already quoted, show
a profitable return to investors of £597,181.
Again, many of our mines are only now be-
ginning to reach the dividend-paying- stage
-North IKalgurli and Wiluna, for instance.
There has been a fairly large increase .n
the number of men employed in the indus-
try. The exact nunmber employed is not
readily ascertainable, though the department
have asked for returns from the mining re-
gistrars throughout the State. It is easy
enough to arrive at the actual number of
men employed on wages, as each employer
has to furnish a list of tile men so engaged.
However, there are thousands of men work-
ing in partnership-two men or perhaps
four men working on a show. Such men
are not included in any wag-es shbeet. Up to
the end of 1Afnrch last there were 10,7:30
men employed on mines above and below
ground, besides 29.5 known to be working
on alluvial, gold. These figures give a total
of 11,025 men. Thus there are fully 11,000
men now directly interested and employed
in the mining industry, whereas three years
ago the corresponding total wras less thani
5,000. This shows -what the mining indus-
try has meant to Western Australia and its
people. I wvili go further and say that with-
in the next 12 months the total number
working in the industry will be at least
1,000 greater.

M~r, Marshall: On the 'Murchison alone
there will be that increase.

The M-EHMSTER FOR MINES: I do not
think the increase there will be quite as
g-reat as that figure, although I hope the
Inn. member will be proved right.

Mr. Marshall: There is niot much doubt
nhout it.

The MTNISTER FOR "MINES: If we
get another 1,000 men employed on the

Miurelhison, there will he an increase of at
least 2,000 in Western Australia as a whole.
The more the merrier. If we can find pro-
fitable employment in the maining industry
For that additional number of men, all the
Ibetter for the mien and all the better for
the State. As regards the prospecting scheme
inaugurated sonic iS months ago, I am
mucre than satisfied with the results up to
the present. The actual amount of money
returned to the Treasury has not been ton
great, but nevertheless the scheme has mneant
a wonderful benefit to our people, and espe-
cilly to our young men. There were ia
Western Australia hundreds of young men,
particularly in the metropolitan area, with-
out anyv experience whatever of mining, and
with, seemningly, no possible outlook. There
were no Jobs offering, except for an odd
one here and thiere. If a vacancy was ad-
vertised in the Press, there would be 60
or 70 applicants for the job.

The Minister for Works: Sometimes hun-
dreds.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that an advertised vacancy for an ordinary
unskilled labourer in one instance procuti,
70 applicants, and ill another SO. 1 canl
state that from my own personal knowled,,e.
The Mines Department and I were criticised
because, it was said, we had sent men
without experience out prospecting. Let
me frankly admit that we sent out
hundreds of young- men, and probably
over 1,000, who were without experi-
ence. 'Wherever it was possible, though,
for us to do so, we sent out an experienced
mian with a couple of inexperienced young
fellows. We did our best to observe that
rule', irrespective of the home town of the
young fellows. I freely acknowledge that
we were beaten in some instances. We were
told all manner of tales as to mining ex-
perience. In various instances we found that
supposedly experienced men, when they got
on the job, were incompetent. I do not com-
plain of that. More power to young men
who would do everything possible to achieve
some good for themselves They are the
class of men who, in my opinion, eventually
make good. They want to do something for
themselves. That being so, I am even proud
that in some instances we were beaten. The
officers of the department did their utmost
to ensure that one man of experience went
with every party.
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Mr. Marshall: it is a pity you did niot
apply Section 66 of the Police Act to some
ot those fellows!

'thre MKINISTER FOR MINES: In sev-
eral instances experienced mren were niot
avilalble. The total number of p~rospectors
assisted since the inception of the scheme is
2,99 . The number of mren receiving assist-
ance, up to four days ago, is 1,000. Mem-
bers nay' ask how the difference of 1,992 is
accounted for.

Mr. Warner: Have they made good?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: -Not all

of then,. 'Many of them have made good
in two ways. Many of them are accounted
for by the fact that after gaining some
knowledge on the field, they were able to

obtain work in various avenues. Hundreds of
them have done that, and I do not object
to it. The prospecting scheme was in-
augurated for the lpurpose of providing
these nu with anr outlook in life, and to get
themi away from the city, wvhere there wvas
no hope of their securing work. At least
1,000 of them have got work. A percentage
of the mren did not meet with success and;,
becoming disgusted, returned within a month
or two. However, the crushings put through
by men who have participated in the scheme
-I am not talking about those who ob-
tained help and paid back their sustenane
-totalled 12,550 tons, and the results of
the crushings gave 5,100 fine ounces. I
regard that as an exceptionally fine perform-
anice. Peop!e said that we sent out men
with no expe *rience, and yet they have been
,able to produce that much gold. Thea the
men who were assisted, but have since been
able to carry on by themselves, put through
5,000 tons for a return of 2,400 ounces.
'These figures give a total of 17,550 tons for
7,p00 fine ounces of gold. That is a fine
-performance, something of which we ought
to be proud. The amounts refunded to the
department by men who were successful
totalled £6,005 to the end of September last,
and the gross expenditure on the scheme to
that date was £E58,368, representing a net
expenditure of f52,361. Estimating the value
of gold at £7 Jos. anr ounce, which is a low
average-it would average much more than
that since the scheme has been in opera-
tion if wre inclnded present values-
the gold produced by these men re-
presents £56,250, which has gone into
circulation. Although the Government

have incurred an expenditure of £52,368,
we havea a fair quantity of assets
yet. Some of the equipment has worn out,
but a considerable portion of it is still of
value to the department and represents
anr asset for the money spent. But whens
we have £356,250 worth of gold produced,
as against a net expenditure of £52,363,
members will agree that the scheme has
been successful. When we realise that over
400 men who were, practically speaking,
down and out, have been sent out under
the scheme and have made good, have paid
hack the sustenance they received from the
Government, and, on top of that, have
produced 5,000 tons of ore for a return of
2,400 ounces, and have repaid to the de-
partneui no less than £6,005, what the
scheme means will be appreciated. But
that i? not the end of the achievement.
Those ie- have established themselves and
are prepared to go on with the work. In
two instances I know of, men have given
options over their shows and one man re-
ceived £7.000 in cash. The scheme has
given these men an outlook in life, and it
has proved a godsend to then,, besides be-
ing, in my opinion, a godsend to the Govern-
ment and to the country. The majority
of the men wvho went from the mnetropoli-
tan area would have had to receive susten-
anice from the Government for which they
would give nothing in return, and in many
instances they were becoming almost de-
moralised. It is a godsend to the com-
munity that the scheme has panned out so
well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you intend to
send out any more men now

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
prepared to say what w-e shall do until we
can secure some definite resnlt from the
Loan Estimates. When I am in that posi-
tion, I am confident that we shall be able
to send out some more men.

-Mr. Cross: You should send ont .500
more.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is a good occu-
pation for young men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
time ago I offered to send more men out,
and left it open for one week. I was pre-
pared to provide for between 300 and 400
men, and we had 890 applicants. It will
be seen, therefore, that there are still a
good many young men who are prepared
to accept the conditions, and I hope we
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shall be able to do something more in the
near future.

Mr. Piesse: Can you tell us what pro-
portion of the men assisted were married?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I
have not those details. I gave the figures
last year but I have not the present per-
centage of married and single men respec-
tively. As to the gold mining industry
generally, that is not all this State has
done to assist. For many years past there
have been men who have discussed the
position regarding the north of Western
Australia and of Australia itself. It has
been stated that those parts represent a
menace to the Commonwealth. Personally
I do not believe it; I say that quite can-
didly. The people have referred to the
large empty spaces there, and regard them
as a menace. People have talked about
the wonderful potentialities of the North
and what it is possible to do there. Despite
that fact, during all these years no one has
been able to place a concrete scheme before
us to indicate what could be done in the
North. The Commonwealth Government,
together with the Western Australian and
Queensland Governments, have decided to
carry out an investigation to ascertain whant
possibility there is for developing the min-
eral areas of the North, and the extent of
those areas. At a conference I attended
in Melbourne, the three Governments con-
cerned agreed that £150,000, to be spread
over a period of three years, would be
made available for the purpose of carrying
out an aerial geophysical and geological
survey Of Northern Australia. Of that
amount the Commonwealth Government
are to find £75,000 and the Western Aus-
tralian and Queensland Governments
£a7,500 each. That scheme is in opera-
tion now. An executive committee has
been appointed and two conferences have
been held. It was agreed that, first of
all, an observational air survey should be
made to ascertain the most likely localities
where a complete aerial survey should be
undertaken. That observational susrvey
has been completed, and the aeroplane
landed back in Melbourne yesterday. The
idea is to secure an equal area, if possible,
in each of the States and the Northern
Territory, and to select the most likely
10,000 square miles of country in the northi
of Western Australia, the Northern Terri-
tory, and Northern Queensland for the

purpose of hav'ing- an aerial photograph
taken of the country. After that work is
carried out, the photographs will be exam-
ined by geologists and geophysicists on
,the ground. I was kept in touch with the
progress of the work every third
day from the time the 'plane left
Cloneurry, even when the observations
were made in Queensland and the Northern
Territory. I have a considerable amount of
detailed information regarding the observa-
tions made in Western Australia, but I do
not think it necessary to read the reports
because they are fairly technical and pro-
vide descriptions of the various rocks and
formations sighted. It is not the intention
of the Government to carry the survey right
up to the Kiniberleys. The 10,000 square
miles in this State will be lower down, and
I may Just as welt explain the reason for
that. There is supposed to be a large belt
of mineral country in the Kimberley areas,
but at present it represents one of the re-
servations of the Western Mining Corpora-
tion. I could not see the advisability, or
necessity, for the Government surveying
that territory, seeing that we know, for a
positive fact, that the company intend stir-
veying the whole of it. Under the conces-
sion the eorporation obtained from the State,
the Government are to receive a complete
aerial map of all air surveys made by the
company in Western Australia. To date
the company haive not derived any direct
benefit from the air survey, and they have
not got their plant complete, nor has their
geologist gone over the area as a result of
the aerial survey. The map is being com-
piled, and I have had opportunities to in-
spedt it during its preparation. Whens it
is completed and made available to us, the
map will be worth tens of thousands of
pounds to this State.

Mr. Marshall: I hope you are right, but
I have no confidence in that sort of thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perhaps
I could say that, at the start, I had probably
less confidence in it than even the member
for 'Murchison. If the member for Mur-
chison could have the opportunity of perus-
ing the map and could hear the experts dis-
cussing it and pointing out various phases,
I think even he would be satisfied that there
are big possibilities in aerial surveys. The
map will be the property of the State. The
territory that will be surveyed by the Gov-
ernment will probably be from Marble Bar
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and the Nullagine up to the,' Ashburton
River, That is as far as I know at present.
I dD not know the exact locality, but in all
probability 10,000 square wailes of that part
of the State will be selected for the aerial
surviey. The increase in prospecting activi-
ties has given a wonderful impetus to the-
operations of the State battery system.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR -MINES: The re-
sults fromi the State battery system are par-
ticularly interesting. They suggest that
when the new mines reach the production
stag~b the increase in the State's gold yield
will be very marked. T anticipate that
this year the State batteries will handle a
greater tonnage than ever before in their
history. The estimated yield for the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June last, includ-
ing premiums, was £C516,950, or approxi-
mrately 10 per cent. of the total value of
the State's production. Mraking a com-
parison over the last few years, in 1928,
with mining at its lowest ebb, the yield was
only £72,931, whereas last year it was more
than seven times as great as in 1928. No
new batteries were erected last year, but
all batteries were kept fully employed. Two
erection officers are continuously employed
re-modelli ng and increasing the efficiency of
existing- plant. A further five-head is near-
ing completion at Kalgoorlie, with pro-
vision for still another five-head. There are
21 State batteries under full departmental
control, and four additional batteries are
leased by tbe State. A number of privately-
owned batteries also have been put into
commission and cartage subsidies applied
to nearly ull of them. 'No less than 90 per
cent. of prospectors' ore has been brought
by cartage subsidy within reasonable dis-
tance of a treatment plant. A complete new
tailings plant has been erected at Payne',s
Find, wvhere the tailings are refractory
and low-g-rade. Twenty additional vats
have been added to existing tailings plants,
with a capacity of 600 tons per week. Tail-
ings treatment was persevered with dur-
ing the winter months. It was not alto-
gether economical, but we were getting be-
hind with the tailings treatment and so,
where possible, we worked right throtigh the
year. That increased our costs a little, but
it was attempted with a view to enabling
prospectors to obtain premium payments at

the earliest possible date. Additional tail-
ings plants supplied during the year
give expectations that batteries will be
well up with the treatment of accumu-
lated tailings by next winter. An addi-
tional well was brought into commission
at Peak Hill to augment the existing water
supply. Crude oil engines were supplied to
sieveral batteries for pumiping, these replac-
ing old petrol-driven engines. Each of the
State batteries has been completely li by
electric light. %\'hen I took over office onl
the last occasion I mnade a trip through the
goldfields, and at every centre I wuet a depu-
tation from the Prospectors' Association re-
questing that the batteries should be better
lit. in the muajority of cases they were lit
sirply by hurricane lamps, which is not an
altog-ether satisfactory lighting for the work-
ing- of three shifts at State batteries where
our customers are puttinig through their ore.
.So, having regard to the increased activity
in the industry and the increased revenue re-
ceived by the department, I decided that
every battery should be supplied with. elec-
tric light, and that has been done for all
the State batteries, Weighhridges hanve b een
erected at Laverton and Sandstone, and most
planits -are, now thus equipped. We have
ao established a fitting shop at the Kal-

goorlie State battery. Another alteration
beneficial to the prospector which has ben
m~ade daring the 12 months is that the Goy-
ernnieuit increased the tonnage onl which
tailings have been purchased fromt 85 per
cent, to 90 per cent. OL course the con-
ditions of the State battery employees
have been improved1 and they are now
back to the 44-hour week instead of the
48-hour week they were working previously.
The result of State battery operations for
thec year ended 30th Julie, 1933, as compared
with the previous year was as follows:
Mfilling-, 95,107 tons as against 79,745 tons;
tailings treatment, 87,2-23 tons as agrainst
66,351 tonls. Each year shows an increased
tonnage treated, and also increased tailings.
The figures show an increase for this year's
comlparison, as follows-MAilling 2,179 tons,
tailings 3,080 tons. That was the in-
crease last year over the previous year. The
total production from State batteries since
the inception of the system to the 30th
June last was, milled 1,805,781 tons for
1,588.194 ozs. Tailings treated have been
1,120,998 tons, for a yield of 241,606
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ozs., making a total value of £7,171,901.
Apart from gold production the State
also, during part of that time, treated
tin ore at Oreenbusbes. As a result
black tin was produced to the value of
£:93,833, and residues £572. The total value
of tile system front all sources therefore
aggregates £E7,266,307. To the end of 1933

the estimated value of the premium on gold
treated at State batteries amounted to
£:466,539, and to the end of June last ap-
proximately another £115,510 can be added.
That is a very satisfactory result from the
State batteries. For many years those bat-
teries had to draw largely on Consolidated
Revenue. They were never inaugurated in
the belief that they would be a payable pro-
position directly. They were instituted miote
for the purpose of testing fields in the in-
terests of the mining industry and to give
prospectors a chance to test the various
mines. There has also been a fairly big in-
crease in the activities at the Government
laboratory; with the increased activity in
the gold mnining industry the laboratory has
been exceptionally: busy. We have done
more sampling this year, both at the School
of 'Mines and at the laboratory at Kalgoor-
lie, than ever before during thle last 17
years. I had intended to say a good deal
in regard to mining reservations, hut in view
*of the motion moved by the member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall) I will reserve
aill that for mny comments on that motion. So
I have little more to say on the Mining Es-
timates. I hope aind trust that the improve-
mauli which has been going on for the last
three years will continue. If it does, the
mining industry will almost solve our un-
employment diffiulty. My ambition from
beginning to end is to offer, where possible,
facilities for the prospector; hut the main
object I have in view is to get capital into
thle country for the purpose of finding pro-
fitable employment for the average mian.
In doing that we are on the right track. I
have pleasure in submitting the Mines Esti-
muates for 1933-34.

MK. F. 0. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe) 17.401:- In my opinion the items
under this heading of expenditure will prob-
-ably be the best investment to which the
revenue received during thle year can be put.
Some of those items cannot be increasedl,
particularly those which refer to the salar-

ics, of officers who, under the Government,
have responsibi lities in the mining industry
relating to the conditions of the men work-
ing in the mines. It is always a great in-
cenitive for a man to do his work thoroughly,
that hie shall r-eceive anl adequate remnunera-
tion conunisu rate, not only with the re-
spoasibilities of his position, but also with
the knowledge he has had to acquire
in order to attain that position. in iy
opinion many of our officers with those re-
sponsibilities. are underpaid. That is indi-
cated by our finding that we are losing some
of our best men, and that we have difficulty
in securing qualified inspectors for the re-
mraeration which the Governmient offer
them. The figures given by the M1-inister
with reference to production in the indus-
try and the value of that production illus-
trate that ire have in the mnining industry n
prosperity in marked contrast to every other
industry. We realise that that prosperity
is largely due to the increased valne in cur-
rency termns of the- gold . production, but
when we take into consideration the vast in-
flation that occurred during the war period,
and the vast amount of debts contracted in
terms of the inflated currency, the question
arises whether the price -we are receiving
for our gold is the correct value for the
production. What should be the price of
a commodity snch as gold, a commodity that
is not consumed, that is dug out of the
mines by miners at the risk of their lives,
and, after being sampled in bullion, is
placed in another hole in the vaults of the
banks? We are told there is a scarcity of
gold in the world, that there is insufficient
gold to finance the exchanges of industry.
If there is a scarcity of a commodity for
which there is unlimited demand, what
should the price of that commodity be if
the price were not artificially controlled?
Since many nations have gone off the gold
standard and since their currencies are not
no-w tied to that standard fixed by Act of
Parlinment determining the weight of the
sovereign and the fineness of the gold con-
tent, industry everywhere has been stimu-
lated. The further they have departed from
the gold standard, the greater has been the
productivity and activity in every industry.
Does not that indicate that the measure of
stagnation still existinr in industry, not-
withstanding the departure from the gold
standard, is due to the fact, not that the
price of gold is too high. but that it is not
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high enouglh? During the last four or five
years the wvorld could not have stood up
to a perpetuation of the pre-war valuation
of goid and debt in terms of the currency.
The main tenance of gold as a basis of ex-
change-it is still the measure of all value--
has been made possible only by expanding
the value of gold in terms of the currency
and artificially correcting the amount of
debt that a given quantity of gold would
liquidate. Through such expansion artifici-
ally controlled, national and individual in-
debtedness has been brought within bear-
able i mi ts. but fixecd claims in the
shape of debts still vastly exceed in
terms of useful commodities the value
that attached to them when they were
incurred. Tt is through the use of g-old as
a basis of currency and through the control
of gold that the industrial conditions and
welfare of the people have been controlled,
and that the people are coerced and com-
pelled to endure conditions that are not
commensurate with the measure of the in-
debtedness they are rightly entitled to
assume in the terms of commodities. Be-
cause of that we are to-day confronted with
poverty and unemployment, and every in-
dusky-3 in languishing. We congratulate
ourselves upon the fact that gold in the
terms of currency is twice its former price,
but its price in the world to-day, wherever
it is expressed, is governed by certain irre-
sistible economic conditions that have forced
up the price in the terms of currency, and
have compelled the measure of justice that
respective Governments have meted out to
debtors. Thus we find in France that gold
is five times its pre-war currency value, and
it has less evil influence on the economy
of the country than has, manifested itself
throughout the British Empire. Not until
gold in the British Empire is five times its
price in sterling as compared with the pre-
war price will debtors and creditors with
debts expressed in terms of inflated currency
get justice, or industries now languishing
experience a revival as industries produc-
ing essentials to existence. The 'Minister
has told us of the vast quantity of gold pro-
duced in this State. According to the min-
ing report, the quantity of gold exported
and minted in 1932 was 605,561 fine ounces
valued at £2,572,260, while in 1933 the fig-
ares were 637,207 fine ounces valued at
£2,706,683 calculated at £4 4s. 11.45d. per
ounce. Consequent upon the increase in the

price of gold, producers received an ad-
ditional £1,831,383 in 1932 and £2,179,571
in 1933. Nearly double the standard value
was received during the year 1933. The
increase in the price of gold has brought
odes of much lower value into the profit-
able zone of mining. The average value of
the ore mined in 1933 fell to 343., compared
with 38s. in 1932, calculated on the gold
standard basis. We have reason to con-
gratulate ourselves that in this State is a
vast auriferous area from which we can
produce such large quanatities of gold.
There is reason for congratulation also on
the assistance that gold production has
afforded towards financing government, to-
wards creating employment in the State,
and generally towards relieving economic
difficulties. But there is another side to the
picture of gold mining. I refer to the con-
ditions that prevail in the industry. While
we may congratulate ourselves upon the
vast amount of production and the large
number of men employed in the industry, as
well as the avenues it has opened up for
new employment, the industry nevertheless
is of a very hazardous nature. In that re-
spect it is not altering. Statistics bear ont
that the hazards in the gold-mining indus-
try are as great to-day as ever they Nvere.
The report of the M1-ines ]Department shows:
that during last year there -were 22 fatal
accidents in mines, of which 2.1 occurred
in gold mines, and the verdict in each of
the 21 eases was that no blame was attach-
able to anyone. Those fatal accidents in
the gold-mining industr-y were either
preventable or inevitable. If we are
to be guided by statistics and by the
verdicts of coronial inquiries, we can
come to no conclusion other than
that they were seemingly inevitable.
We can say, therefore, that the inseparable
characteristic associated with the produc-
tion of gold in this State is that more than
two men in every 1,000 employed in the
industry will lose their lives each year.
More than two men in each 1,000 em-
ployed in it this year are either dead or will
be dead as a result of fatal accidents du-
ring the year. The accident death rate
has not altered in the last five years. In
129 it was 2.13, when there were fewer
men employed in the industry than now.
In 1933 the death rate was 2.06. As the
number of men employed increases so does
the fatal accident rate increase. In 1929
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5,159 men were employed in the mining
industry' , and 1.1 fatal accidents occurred
during that year. In 1933, 10,690 men
were employed in the industry, double that
of 1929, and 22 fatal accidents occurred, or
double the number in 1929. The serious
.accident ineidences of the industry show
the same comparative results. In 1932
when 8,095 men were employed in the in-
dustry. 380 accidents occurred. In 1933
when .10,690 men were employed 546 seri-
otis accidents occurred. This serious and
fatal accident rate raises the question
whether these accidents are avoidable or
inevitable. We should at least strive to
make thorn avoidable. To that end the
shift bosses and foremen employed in the
industry should give evidence of their
qualifications for the positions, and show
that they can instruct men t0 come here
and go there. Experience no doubt is the
best school in which such men can qualify,
but seome responsible officials in mining to-
day, holding positions in which they can
direct men into places which possibly en-
danger their lives, have not even qualified
in the school of experience. I know of one
juan who was a shift boss in the industry,
whose previous experience was gained in
the cooking department of the Great West-
ern Railway. It is a question that should
seriously be considered, that of the quali-
fications of shift bosses having power of
direction.

The Minister for Mines: I am already
doing that by amending the regulations
which provide for the qualifications.

Mr~l. F. C. L. SMITH: That is long over-
due. If the fatal and serious accident
rate in mining is inevitable, and cannot be
.avoided by putting qualified men into posi-
tions of control, those men who face the
hazards of the industry, who wvork in it,
have not had the hazards recognised in
the remuneration they preceive. Another
aspect of the gold mining industry, and one
that is of very serious consequences for
those employed in~ it, is that of dust and
ventilation. There has not been much im-
provement in that connection. The annual
report of the Mlines Department on that
subject for last year discloses the follow-
ing-

The careful attention given by our staff to
the ventilation and sanitation of the mines dur-
ing the y-ear has resulted in improved working
conditionis. The improvement effected. in von-

tilation has been dlue firstly to getting the air
tinder better Control, and secondly to the regu-
lation of firing times. All development ends
are ventilated by mecans of blowers as now rk-
quired by our regulations. These blowers and
the regulation of firing times have materially
assisted in keeping the working faces free front
dust and film. Nevertheless, Air. W". Phoenix,
our seuior inspector of mines, has drain at-
tention to the fact that the volume of air pass-
ing through the mnines at Ktalgoorlie in recent
years has been decreasing rather than increas-
ing, whereas on the Rand Mines the volume of
air catering the mines is now 2%/ times greater
than in 1926. He quite rightly urges that the
principal deep mines should now give serious
consideration to the question of increasing ven-
tilation by mechanical means.

This statement is an indictment of the min-
ing industry and those who control it in
this State. I do not know that it is not
an indictment of the mining regulations.
Apparently they do not provide for im-
proving the conditions in this connection.
I know that some reference to the sub-
ject is made in the mining regulations. In
each place in which it is referred to it
is merely stated that an adequate sup~ply
of pure air shall be provided. It says
this air shall be made to. circulate from and
into shafts, wiazes, levels, underground
stables and all working places of such
mines, and travelling ways to and from
such places, in such quantity as will main-
taini the samte in a fit state for working and
plassing therein. There is nothing
definite about that regulation. The
question whether an adequate amount
of air is passing through will
always be a contentious one under such con-
ditions. There will be diffei-ences of opinion
as to whether an adequate amount of air is
passing through. From personal experience
I do not know whether this adequate supply
of air is maintained or not. The report of
the inspector can lead one to no other con-
elusion than that in South Africa the matter
has been dealt with more effectively than it
is here. If we look at the regulations apply-
ing to South Africa in connection with air.
we find that the provision is very much more
definite than it is in this State. These regula-
tions were in force in 1026, the yem- referred
to by Mr-. Phoenix in his report. They say-

In every mine included in the list of mines
framed under Section 2 of Act No. 19 of
1912, the quantity of fresh air supplied for
ventilation purposes underground shall be suchm
that for every person employed underground
not less than 30 cubic feet of air shall be sup-
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Plied per mninute during the full period of the
2-4 hours.

-Mr. Phoenix tells us that since that date
when these regulations applied in South
Africa the air is 272 timnes renter than it
was then.

-Mr. Lambert: Their mines are a couple of
thousand feet deeper than ours.

Mfr. F. C. L. SMITH: -1 realise that. One
big mine on the Rand sank a shaft purposely
for ventilation. On the City Deeps in South
Africa before 1922 the mianagement sank a
shaft at the cost of £10,000 for no other pur-
pose than to ventilate the mine. Our mines
are also getting deeper, and as they go down
the conditions are likely to become worse.
Inspector Gibbons in his report on the Lake
View said-

An extensive programme of development
work hans been plannied for 1934, and the end
of the year shoutld see the Chaffers shaft down
to 3,000 feet below the surface. This level
will be the greatest depth yet attained in
West Australian mining, exceeding that of the
Patterson shaft, Ivanhoe mnine, which has
reached a vertical depth of 3,640 feet.

It is obvious that the deeper our mnines go
the greater necessity there must he, if the
conditions are to be improved, for effective
ventilation. Having in mind the fact that
there is leg-islation in this State to control
the conditions in factories, and to ensure that
people employed in workrooms have ani
adequate quantity of air and proper ventila-
tion, I venture to say that if the best condi-
tions in mining were pa~ralleled in the
factories, there would be a hue and cry
throughout the State against such conditions
in factories. Apparently these conditions
are to a great extent inseparable from
mining. It is known and recognised that the
conditions of mining are such that they
militate against the health of those employed
under themn. That was recognised when the
Bill was introduced in the first place for tire
regulation of mines, and Parliament pro-
vided, although there was an industrial
arbitration Act in force at the time, for 48
hours' work in the mining industry. The hours
laid down by the Arbitration Court in those
days were 47 per wveek. That provision in the
MiTnes Regulation Act was a recognition that
the hours should be controlled in the gold
mining industry by Parliamentary regulation.
It was a recognition of the fact that the
conditions pertaining to the industry were
not comparable to those of any~ other in-

dudtrv. Since that date we have obtained
muIchI fresh experience of those conditions.
As a result of examinations undertaken by
rthe laboratory, the vast extent of the sili-
cotic an(1 other diseases incidental to the
illdListrv has become known to us. I see
310 reason why wve should not as a Parlia-
uinut, ini view of the experience available to
us, in view of the stistics relating to dis-
ease and the incidence of disease in the in-
dustrv'% that are at our disposal, fix tlhe hours
of work at a much lesser scale than that
prevailing iii other occupations. But what
dto we find? That the hours underground
aire 44, the same hours for miners working
all day in silicions dust which is mnaking hi-
sidious iroads upon their healthi, as for a
rman digging- a pipe line for the Water Sup-
ply Department. In thre hours fixed by
Parliamrent threre should he a recognition of
the conditionis of men working in thre ruining
industry, a recognition of the fact that the
work is of such a nature as to justify a
considerable reduction of hours relatively to
those prevailing in other industries. In
every other part of the world that fact is
recognised. Only recently Ozecho-Slovakiai
came to a general agreement that its indus-
tries, with b~ut few exceptions, should work
40 hours per week. In the lignite mines of
flerony only 40 hours per week are
worked. In the French coal mines the hour-,
are only 40 per week. In English coal
mines 71/ hours per shift are worked, he-
ing slightly in excess of the hours worked in
(Fur inining industry. However, the reder.
ation of Cool Mfine Employees recently car-
ried a resolution to use every means in thecir
power, both nationally and internationally.
to reduce the hours to seven per day, and
ultimately to six. This practice of reduc-
ing- industrial hours, and particularly tlm
hours of meii employed in industries del-
terious to health, is being followed in every
country. It is high time that a more hu-
manitarian outlook was adopted in 'Western
Australia with regard to hours in the mini-
in,& industry, and that parliamentary re-
cognition was given to the fact that the
mien working in the industry are desen'inz
of a lesser number of hours than that pre-

viigin any other industry. The result,
of the last examination, which for some rea-
son or other seem to be excluded from the
'fines Department's report on this occasion,

s:how that the incidence of the disease in the
mrnine industry is still a considerable fac-
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tor. The silicosis early cases were 11.2 per
cent; the silicosis advanced cases 1.8 per
cent.; silicosis plus tuberculosis eases .4 per
cent.; and tuberculosis cases .1 per cent.
Having regard to the fact that there are
now more men employed in the industry,
we hav-e to realise that this .1 per cent, which
refers to simple tuberculosis, still represents
one in every 1,000 of the men employed in
the industry during 1932, who at the begin-
ning of that year, with the aid of improved
plant and radiographis technique at the
Kalgoorlie laboratory, were declared to be
normally free from disease. Yet at the be-
ginning of 1933, when the examination I
refer to took place, it was found that one
in every 1,000 ot the men had during the
intervening period contracted tuberculosis.
I have heard it said in this Chamber that
one can get tuberculosis in any industry,
that men with tuberculosis are to be found
in all industries. But it is to be rememhered
that the men I speak of had 12 months prto-
viously been submitted to examination and
found to be normal. Nevertheless, in 12
months' time they have contracted the tuber-
culosis germ, which is so easily contractable
in underground work. The early silicolsis
cases showed an increase last year. Tn 1932
they were 8.7 per cent, and in 1933 11.'2.' In
Sou th Africa that kind of ease, notwith-
standing, all that has been done there to im-
prove conditions in the mines, is still oc-
cutting at the rate of about 300 per year.
The fact that we had an increase of early
silicosis cases in 1933 as against the pro-
portion obtaining in 1932 seems to indi-
cate that there is much to support the con-
tention of Mr. Phoenix that the air supply
in the mines of the Golden Mile is decreas-
ing whereas it should be increasing. I do
not find much cause for encouragement in
the Slgnres of the 1933 examination.
I know that they reflect an improve-
ment as compared with those of 1925,
but we have to bear in mind that
in that year there was the first exam-
ination, that many of the iners were with-
drawn from the industry in that year and
subsequent years, and that since then many
new nien, with clean records of health, have
gone into the industry, and that to-day some
of them are numbered amongst the early or
the advanced silicosis eases. There is not
much encouragement in the figures, after
all, because the improvement shown might

have been expected fromt the fact that the
general standard of health of men employed
in the industry was better as the result of
the engagement of new muen, who had. been
examined by the laboratory and found to
conform to the standards set up. The only
other matter I wish to refer to is in con-
nection with the Miners' Plithisis Act and
the Mine Workers' Relief Act. Wh'en thle
latter was, before the House, I referred to
it, with not the best choice of langauge, as
thle most stupid piece of legislation I had
ever heard of. I have not now munch cause to
modify that statement. I still consider that
a great deal of stupidity is indicated in
legislation which differentiates in the amount
of compensation to men who have become
afficted in the mining industry and who have
similar claims to compensation. As the re-
sult of the Mine Workers' Relief Act, nien
who are prohibited from working in the miii-
ig- industry because of having contracted

tuberculosis, receive less compensation than
those similarly prohibited under the M1iners'
Phtliisis Act. Obviously, that fact gives rise
to dissatisfaction andi complaints-inmliy
opinion, justified complaints. Under the
Mine Workers' Relief Act a married manl
who is prohibited from working in thle min-
ingf industry gets half wages for himself and
gets nothing for the wife; or the proper
wvay to put it would be, that he gets nothing
for himself as the result of having a wile
dependent onl him. On the other hand,
under the Miners' Phthisis Act such a man
gets half wag-es for himself and £C1 per week
for his ife. It is easy to understand the
resentment which must 'be felt by the man
prohibited under the Mine Workiers' Relief
Act. It is also easy to predict, when legis-
lation of that kind comies forward, that such
differentiating circumstances -will he set up
and wrill give rise to dimstisfaction. In ely
opinion, the -whore question of miners' com-
pensation needs to be faced, with a view
to being put on a proper basis.

Mr. Marshall: It cannot be argued that
that is compensation at all. The miners pro-
duce the fund themselves.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It is questionable
whether even the mining companies are get-
ting a fair deal under the proposition.

Mr. Marshall: I do not know about that.
Mr. F. C. L. SMITH:. It is questionable,

too, whether the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
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will ever be able to bear the vast liabilities
that have been placed upon it under that Act.
It is quite evident that the Act aimed not
ait ameliorating the conditions of men who,
because they were afflicted with disease in
the mning industry, had to be compensated,
but at relieving Consolidated Revenue of
some payments under the MAiners' Phithisis
Act; aimed at getting hold of someI of the
vast accumulations of imoney tllat had
accrued to the State Insurance Office under
the Third Schedule to the W arkers'
Conmpensation Act. That, apparently, was
the intention of the measure, and the
sole objective that was considered. As
a result, tile Act has been a piece
of legislation most difficult to adnminis-
ter and most difficult to understand.
As to its provisions, these were misrepre-
sented in this Chamber when the legisla-
tion was introduced. Certain amendmuents.
have since had to be made to effect neces-
sary alterations. The trouble is that no
one seenms to understand where they are
uinder the Act, or what is the meaninir
of many of its provisions. The layman
puts one construction upon them;. members
of Parliament place their construction upon
the provisions of the Act, and then the
legal fraternity say they mean something
else. For instance, I understood that
under the Act provision was made for the
re-admission of men who showed signs of
early silicosis only-men who had worked
five years in the mining industry-andi
that they could be insured under the MKine
Workers' Relief Act. I found that was
not the position. A mall in K algoorlie the
other day told me he had been admitted
to the mining industry on a re-admission
certificate that lasted for 12 months only,
and that he would have to go up again for
re-exainaltionl before another re-adutission
certificate would be issued to him. He
also said that he had signed svwne declara-
tion that he was not eligible for compensa-
tion if he contracted any of the diseases
incidental to mining operations.

Hon. J1. Cuinninghbam: That is tnt on a
re-admission certificate.

Mr. F. C. L. SMI1TH: That is what he
told me. Under whatever certificate he
wvas re-admitted, the fact remains that de
ductions are made from his pay every week
for the Mine Workers' Relief Fund. So
we do not know where we are under the

provisions of the Act, and, in my opinion,
it is time the State faced the position.
There are possibilities of the gold mining
industry extending and of large nuimbers
of men being employed in it. The question
arises as to whether it would not be better
to have the mines scheduled as they are
in South Africa and so relieve the smaller
milling propositions, in the earlier stages
of their existence, from the cost of insur-
tago under the M1iners' Plithisis Act. I
recognise the problem involved is a big
one but it certainly seems to me, after
reading through tile report furnished by
Hon. J. Cornell. M.L.C., on his return fromt
South Africa in 1922, that if the condi-
tionsg have not altered in South Africa
since then in regard to compensation for
diseases contracted by ulen enmployed in
the minling. industry tllere . then the basis
upon which compensation is paid in that
Dominion represents an improved system
conmpared with that prevailing in this
State. I trust that during the present
Parliament, or at any, rate during the term
of office of the Goverlnment, the whole quies-
tion of compensation paid in respect of
diseases incidental to the maining industry
will be investigated with a view to framningc
leg-islation that will put it upon a much
more equitable and efficient basis than at
present, without reducing the measure of
compensation that is provided for suchl
cases under the M\iniers' Phthisis Act.

MR- LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(8.35] : It was pleasing to hear the opti-
mistic speech by the M31nister in submitting
the Mining Estimates whilst most miembers5
were exceedingly interested in listening to
the informative and well-considered speech
by the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe'.
To have in this Chamber a man so inti-
mately infonlied upon the working condi-
tions in the mining industry, particularly
with regard to ventilation and sanitation,
is of advantage even to those who repre-
sent wholly or Partially mining electorates.
I do not intend to traverse the ground
covered by the mejuber for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe regarding the causes~ that led to
the inflation or deflation of gold, nor yet
to consider the question whether the move-
ments have operated to our benefit or
otherwise. Some time ago I read a well
prepared book that was sent out by the
secretary of the Empire Parliamentary
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Association. It madec rather tedious read-
ing, and I do not know that after I had
read and digested its contents, the position
was made very clear to me. I have at least
the satisfaction of knowing that, after
three Weeks or more of hard te-dious read-
ing, I discovered the fact that right down
from the middle ages there has been in-
flation and deflation associated with the
whole of our mietals. Correspondingly,
right down the ages, commodity prices have
been affected. For instance, right from
the tenth or twelfth century to the time of
Henry VIII., whenever a monarch required
more money with which to wage wars, he
merely cuit the currency in two. Hle re-
called the existing coinage and instead of
having one sovereign, he issued two. That
obtained until gold was standardised about
the sixteenth entury.

Mr. Needham: Australia (lid a good deal
of that during thme last war.

Mr, LA'MBERT: That is so, and if any
memnber is interested in the question of the
inflation and deflation of metals and the
corresponding relationship to commodity
prices, be will find in the library a very
fine work dealing with that phase. It
traces the position right down from the
middle ages. 'Reverting to the speech de-
livered by the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe, particularly with regard to the
working conditions in our mines, it
is necessary that a watchful eye
he kept on the health and welfare of the
workers in that industry. The position on
the goldfields can he compared With that
obtaining on the Rand in South Africa.
Within the next two or three years some
of the mines at Kalgoorlie will reach a
depth approximating that of the Rand mines
to-day. Most members will agree that the
best possible conditions And the strictest
supervision should Apply in our mines. A
monument to the stupidity, or possibly to
the neglect, of those who earlier coutrolled
the mines of this State, is to be seen to-day
in the sad spectacle at Wooroloo. We do
not desire a repetition of that. With our
mines getting down to such depths, there
Will Of necessity be enforced upon the em-
ployers the need for lowering the hours of
work in the deeper levels. The price ob-
tained for gold to-day would justify that
attitude on their part. I want to draw the
attention of the Minister to some particular
items in his Estimates. I am constantly in

touch with officers engaged in the different
activities grouped under the Mines Depart-
ment. I certainly think it is time the Min-
ister reviewed the salaries paid to the Under
Secretary for Mines, the State Mining Engi-
neer, the Government Mineralogist and
Analyst, the Assistant Government Analyst
and Toxicologist, and the Principal Mining
Registrar. Those officers have experienced
a lean time for some years, although they
have been carrying out very important and
progressively extending work. Now that
the mining industry is in a much more pros-
perous condition, I hope the Minister wvill
consider the advisability of raising the re-
miuneration of the officers mentioned to surrs
more in keeping -with their duties. For in-
stance, the Under Secretary for Mines is
in receipt of £768 a year. He is probably
the lowest paid Under Secretary in the Pub-
lic Service. I understand Mr. Calanehini
performs many other duties. The 'State
Mining Engineer and Chief Inspector of
Mines receives £480, which is not £10 a
week.

The Minister for Mfines: But that is for
part of a year only. His salary is £60
although I admit that is too low.

Mr. LAMBER.T: I am pleased to have
that admission from the Minister. In
view of the increased mining activity and
the augmented revenue derived from it, I
think it is time some of the senior officers
were given increased salaries. Certainly
their work should he recognised in some
more tangible form than is expressed in the
Estimates. Generally speaking, the admin-
istration of the Mines Department has given
great satisfaction. There are some who find
fault with its operations, and in respect of
some of the problems, they are reasonably
debatable. Nevertheless the policy inaugur-
ated by the present Government has given
general satisfaction, not only to the mining
industry, but throughout the State generally.
With regard to the position of miners who
were advised to leave the mines in the inter-
ests of their own health and that of
others working underground, some of those
men were settled in the Yilgarn district and
some in the Cue district. After spending
the better part of their useful lives in min-
ing operations underground, they have been
settled on the land. I readily admit that
the Government of the day felt the men
were fittingly recompensed on account of
the disease they contracted arising, out of
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their former occupationi. I hope the Gov-
ernment will amend the 'Miners' Phthisis
Act with a view to giving these men some
adequate compensation. They are not fit
for the work on their agricultural blocks,
and unless the Government c-an affrd them
some solace for the remaining years of their
lives, their lot will be a sad one indeed. Even
if the prop)osed tax on gold profits were to
he slightly increased so as to give these mcii
commensurate compensation, I do not think
the big mines would nmake the slightest ob-
jection.

MR. MARSHALL (M1urchison) [8.46]:
1 desire to thank all the officers of the de-
partment for their coutrteous treatment of
me and my transactions diuring the period
under review. They aire all experts in their
linle, and I have never found them wantingl
either in advice or s ' uJpathY in their ad-
ministration of the departmtent. They have
treated tie with every respect and courtesy,
anrd I wish to thank tlmen one and all. I
propose to start on a. subject raised by the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe (Mr. F.
C. L. Smith). I would request him not to
refer to the 'Mine Workers' Relief Fund as
compensation. Jt is not compensation, as is
demonstrated by the fact that the men have
to contribute their quota of the cost. It
wvas anl anomaly that crep~t into the amiend-
ig leg'islation introduced hy thle previous
Government. When the Third Schedule of
tlte Workers' Compensation Act was intro-
duced here, the argumemit advanced by the
Minister for Works was that a manl injured
in the course of his emp~loynment was just
as mutch entitled to compensation as was
any other individual who had suffered an
accident. But the Minister did not say thtt
when alt injury to health was brought about
by emiployment, thme person who suffered an
inmmediate cceident was contributing 9d. per
week to the funds from wvhich he was de-
riving compensation. What he said was
that a mal injured suddenly in the course
of his employment was entitled to conipen-
satiort because the industry had inflicted the
injury upon Itim, and so thie industry should
carryv the compensation for the in'j ury, in-
flicted. That was quite right; but when
the Minister introduced the Third Schtedule
be still argued on tltose lines and said that
if a person were injured in health as a
result of his employmetnt, he also should be
compensated. But when the Act was amended

and the Mine Worier&' Relief Fund Act.
the Third Schedule of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, and the Miners' Plithisis Act
were amialgamaxted, the whole aspect of
cornpeiisation vanished, and introduced
snidely in the measure was a policy of in-
snrance, not compensation at all. That was
the chief point onl which I opposed the
mecasure, namuely that it was no longer corn-
lieusation. and that we were calling upon
sitfferers inju red in industry to pay into a
flund to compijensate themselves. The men,-
her for Brown Hull-Ivantloe was quite right
in the remarks lie made abIout the discre-
panmcy no%%, transparent. It is pathetic to
think that whenl in Opposition we should
have permitted the measure to go through
without a more rigorous fight than we put
uip. I join forcesi with the member for
Brown Hill-ivanhoe in the hope that the
Government will take the curliest opportun-
ity to reconsider the whole of the Mine
Workers' Relief Fund Act, with a view to
amending its conditions so as to let those
suffering injury from their employment
k;now exactly what conipensation they will
get, anod let its see to it that each individual
is comipensated in proportion to his injuries.
T do not know whether the Government will
doa that,' but I hope they will. It is not fair
to ask a man who contracts a disease pe-
culiar to the industry in which he is work-
ing to contribute towairds his own compen-

s ation. And it is mean that a sufferer from
chiest complaint due to long service in a
mine 'should get less compensation per week
thana a 11to1l who suddenly finds himself with
:imt injured finger, and ispi: afwgs

;-Miercas a mln suffering from T.B. may
receive omnly 25s. per wveek and, in course of
time, may g-et even less, his pa 'yments being
regulated by a board. I hope that ano-
nmaly will be apparent to the Government
and that the 'y will take steps to oveicome
the difflcultv. Wit'- should a mnanil has
suffered occupaitionall injurY have to contri-
bute towards his owii conipensation, whilec
the victim of an immediate aiccident contri-
butes nothing? Ani injury inflicted by in-
dnstr v should be anl obligation on industry
to lpa3, no matter what the nature of the
imjury may be. I do not know whether the
memb er for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe has been
employed underground in a mine, but from
his remarks I should thtink he has not. The
suggrestion that the shift boss or foreman
should he a qualified, experienced man be-
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fore hie takes that position is quite good;
jut I ayt, inform the lion. member that
that will not reduce accidents in any degree
whatever, will not render the slightest pro-
tection to the workers. Because all shift
bosses, and men of equal responsibility, are
engaged solely in placing- men, allocating
their wvork and generally trav-elling at high
pressure to see that the work of the mina,
is being done. All the shift boss can say to
a man is, "Go there and do such and such a
thing." He has no more leisure than has any
other manl in the mine. What is aicually
happening is that our goidmining in-
dustry is being Americanised, everything ir-
becoming a task with a view to speeding-up,
and no reg-ard whatever is being paid to
the men. I happened to take a special in-
terest in one or two coroner's inquiries in
a certain town, having been delegated by
the A.W.IJ. to represent them. There is not
the slightest doubt that in one fatal acci-
dent the victim was absolutely murdered.
The usual verdict was given, compensation
was paid, and there the matter ended. No
shift boss, expei-ienced or inexperienced,
could have averted that fatality. For a time
the management, in order to minimise acci-
dents, fatal and otherwvise, put on a safety
gang. In that there was some virtue, for
the shift boss, noticing a dangerous place as
he wvent about his routine work, could call
upon the leader of the gang to proceed ]im-
mnediately to that place because it was dan-
gerous, and see about protecting the men
there. That was quite good, but seemingly
it was too expensive for the company, and
so the safety gang was abolished. Here
is the position: Unsuspecting- individuals,
many of whom have never previously seen
a goldl mine, are chosen because of their
appearance and physique, and are set a. task
in a certain place of which they have not
the slightest knowledge as to whether it is
safe, dangerous or very dangerous. They
know nothing whatever about the wvork, and
their superior officers are not concerned
about it. They set those young fellows a
definite task, and say, "You do that, and if
you are fatally injured it will be your bad
luck." The Mines Regulation Act could well
be amended in many different ways; first
of all, by the shortening of the hours, and
then by stringently forcing every mine man-
ager to make it the leading policy in the
conduct of his managerial position that

safetN. shall come first, and the production
of profits next. One approaches these Esti-
mates with considerable satisfaction. Gold
mining is the one industry in this State
that is thriving and enjoying f till prosperity.
If we could have locked our doors against
all migration when the price of gold comn-
menced to rise, I do not think there would
lane been one unemployed person in the
State to-day.

Mr. Patrick: You think a lot of people
have come from the other States?

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course they have.
The number of people who hAve conme fyola
the Eastern States-unfortunates who had
been unemployed for years-and have enl-
tered the gold mining industry is astound-
ing. We are pleased to see them here. If
mny father had not migrated here years ago,

Iwould have died of starvation. Western
Australia is doing- the same thing- for the
Eastern States to-day-saving many of their
people from starvation. We are all pleased
to be able to assist the other States in that
wvay, but it is a great pity that many of
our city people do not go to the goldfields
where profitable employment can be ob-
tained, instead of looking for Government
iobt on sustenance. I am astonished at our
own people allowing others to come in and
take the cream. I suggest that it wvould be
better for nmny of them to forsake the
incigre pittance offered by thle Government
-tle best obtainable in the circumstances-
andl accept iii lieu a good livelihood on the
golihelds. I admit that life there is not as
comfortable as it is in the city, but somec
reward is to he had for the sacrifice made,
and men get something like reasonable com-
pensation for their labour.

The Minister for Mines: You know there
are some unemployed on the goldfields now.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: And ther-e always will
be. Migration from the other States is con-
tinuing. I have been astounded at the num-
ber of newv arrivals in my electorate from
the Easten States. I hope that our own
people will secure their share of the good
that the goldfields have to offer. I disagree
with the Minister-I seldom speak without
disagreeing with him on something-regard-
ing the expenditure on aerial surveys.
I cannot accept the theory that a man flying
at great height and speed and taking Pic-
tures of the country below can, on examining
the pictures, discern much that v-ill he of
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value. 1 might be wsrong, but I think time
will prove me right. I would rather have
the money expended on good practical
prospecting or boring on known lodes and
deposits that were baly mianaged in the old
days, such as those at Peak Hill. I would
rather have surveys made by a geologist with
his feet on this planet. Hfe has a greater
chance of telling where gold might he found
if he has his foot on the lode than has a man
at thousand feet in the air. Like many of
the present-day fantastic ideas, they may be
all right from the theoretical point of view,
but they are costly and give very little result.
I shall watch with great interest the results
of the aerial survey, but I feel sure that in
the course of years the aeroplane will be dis-
carded for the horse and cart, and the old
prospector will do the job that the aerial men
fail to do. I would rather have a diamond
drill doing practical work at boring and
have practical prospectors examining the
country than spend such a large sum of
money on what I consider is an experiment.
Anyhow, I wvould let someone else try it first.
I would have waited to see wvhat results -were
obtained by the company. I believe they are
operating, from Jirublebar. I wish them
success and hope they will he rewarded ten-
fold for their expenditure, but I shall be
surprised if they are recouped for their ex-
penditure by any discovery made from the
air. One of the most important needs of
gold mining, is crushing facilities for
prospectors. As one who has had lengthy
experience in the treatment of ore, I tell the
Minister, although his expert advisers will
disagree with ale, that the State batteries are
just about in a disgraceful condition, at any
rate those in my electorate. I make that
statement becaus e everyhere in my elec-
torate there is a demand for increased crush-
ing facilities. Prospectors everywhere are
waiting. I am told by the expert adviser-
the Superintendent of State Batteries-that
there will be only two months' delay. A two
months' wait means that two months' more
credit must be given by other people to the
prospector, provided he is not under the
Government scheme, hut if lie is, another two
months is too much. Although the expert
advisers of the department contend that the
State batteries are equal to many of the
private batteries, the fact remains that better
results could be obtained if more up-to-date
and efficient plant were maintained. Our
batteries are allowed to deteriorate. Whether

this is due to rivalry between the managers
or to shortage of funds on the part of the
Government, I do not know, but the hattery
at Peak Hill and the battery at Cue, prac-
tically a new one, are not all that they might
be by a long wvay. I am told that the camn
shafts that have broken at Peak Hill were
second-hand. I do not care whether they
were first, second or third hand; the fact r--
meains that they wvere broken in 18 months.
The battery fa icilities for repairing such
breakages are priniitive, and instead of the
repairs taking 21/ hours at most-if the
wvork took longer on a big battery, an ex--
planation would be demianded-it takes eight
to ten hours. That means eight to ten hours
of crushing lost. I could go on pointing out
anomalies in the State batteries in my elec-
torate. I want *the Minister to get a liberal
vote and put the batteries into a really
efficient state, so that every minute can be
devoted to the crushing of ore.

The Minister for Mines: flo you know of
any battery in the world that can go on
crushing year after year without sustaining
breakages9

Mr. MARSHALL: 'No.
The Minister for Mines: Neither do I.
Mr. ]MARSHALL: I am riot arguing that

point. I am contending that our batteries
are allowed to fall into such a state of dis-
repair that they- become inefficient.

The MT~inister for Mines: That was tbe
position, I admnit.

Mr. MARSHALL: They are not too good
even now. If the money were available, not
much would be required to effect a sub-
stantial improvement. Another point is the
housing at remote State batteries. 'Men are
conveyed out for hundreds of miles and
there is no home for them to go to. They
have to get the battery ready to operate,
and no hut is provided in which they can,
camp. That is hardly fair. The Minister
expects a man to give him efficient service,
and yet treats him in a manner that makes
efficient service impossible. What with hay-
ing to scramble to get food and to get a
place to sleep in, and at the same time get
the machinery ready for crushing, no mean
can render effcien& service. The sooner the
Minister wakes up and ensures that the men
are properly housed, the better. Many years
ago I argued that it was foolish policy on
the part of the State to permit a battery,
once installed, to be removed. I have always
argued that it would be worth wvhile to close
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a battery) dowvn temporarily, save for an
occasional visit to see that it was all right.

The Minister for Mines: They would be
stolen, lock, stock and barrel.

Mr. MARSHALL: Almost any State bat-
tery could be stolen now, even while it was
being worked. The stealing part to which
I am referring was clone by the department.
They stole the Mt. Keith battery to keep
the Wiluna battery going, and they stole
the Mt. Eg-erton battery to keep Peak Hill
going. Now we are to have a battery at

Mt. Erton and another at Mt. Keith.
There would be more men onl those fields
to-day if tile batteries hnd not been removed.
The prospectors caninot miake it pay when
they have to cart their ore 80 or 90 miles.
The necessary part of the battery was not
stolen, as the Minister suggested, thoug-h
sheets of iron and tanks might have van-
ished. The essential part of the battery
remained intact until the department re-
moved it. Now there is a demand for bat-
teries at those places. When I first entered
this Chamber 14 years ago, I argued that
it would be sound policy to leave the bat-
teries where they were until they were again
required. Quinn's is another battery ill my
electorate that has been removed, and pros-
pectors have had to cart their ore for dis-
tances up to 45 miles. The few batteries
that renmain are just holding together. They
are now taxed to their limit. Prospectors
are leaving the district because of the lack
of crushing facilities. If a few pounds had
been spent upon the batteries, the men at
those places would have been satisfied. The
Government have not profited to the extent
of a penny by taking the batteries away.
I do nlot suppose the officials know what
has become of them. When the Egerton
battery wvent to Peak Hill I do not suppose
£10O worth of value went with it.

The Minister for Mines: Oh yes, it did.
Mr. MARSHALL: A battery at Mt.

Keith would be the salvation of the dis-
trict. The prospectors are all the time call-
ing out for crushing facilities. The Min-
ister should devise some scheme for imipTov-
ing the output of the State mills. Every-
where onl the Murchison the batteries are
months behind, with the exception of that
at Wiluna. Every district outside Wiluna
is over-taxed. 'Meekatharra is kept going
all tile time. The position at Cue and Pek
Hill is the same. The batteries cannot be
stopped for a minute. As it is, the pros-

p~ectors have to wait their turn. That is in-
jurious to the district. It is no use pay-
ing them 15s. a week to go prospecting,
for if they find something worth while they
may have to wait two or. three months be-
fore g-etting at crushing through. Many
men go away in consequence of that, and
goodness knows what they have left be-
ind. The Minister should call upon his

officers to devise means to increase the toll-
nage dealt wvith at State batteries. If he
would have the batteries put into a better
state of repair, anl improvement in thle
situation would soon he manifest. Even,
that would scarcely be sufficient to cope
withl the rapidly increasing demand for the
services of these batteries. Mlen are com-
ing into the districts from all over the Com-
monwealth, and spreading out everywhere.
I have niever seen so many men in search of
gold, even during the days of the
boom. They are nlaturally calling for
State battery facilities, so that their
stone may be crushed, but these bat-
teries are failing dismally to cope with the
situation. They are doing the best they
canl, but all the time are pushing Peter on
in order to pay Paul. To relieve
the battery at Meekatharra, prospectors are
obliged to cart their stone an additional 26
miles and then to rail it for another 40
mniles. A few years ago there were 20 pros-
p~ectors out from Nannine, and to-day there
are hundreds. Probably there would be
more but for the reserv'es. There is a State
lbattLy at Tuekenarra. 1 visited it quite
recently. It has been leased for many years.
It is neither fair nor right that the prospec-
tors of the Tuckellarra district should be
penalised because tile State battery is leased,
compared with others who can send their
ore to a State-ownAd battery that is also a
State-controlled battery. The Tuck-enarra
district is growing rapidly, but there is a
shortage of water for the State battery. The
present lessee has spent about £200 in bor-
ing for water, lbut Ilas failed to get it. He
lids only a tenure fromi clay to day, and 1
have told him it is not his job to create a
State asset. If water is ncessary, then the
State should provide it. If a canl-slla't
breaks, the State should put in a new one.

The Minister for M.%ines: If a man is pre-
pared to lease a battery, lie should keep it
in repair.

Mr. M1ARSHALL: Yes, having- regard to
fair wear aind tear. A cam-shaft, or the



[23 OCTOBER, 1934.] 9

steinnimu, is liable to break at any time.
The lessee should not have to replace such
parts, nor should he be obliged to create
as'-ets for the State. Why should be put
in a new earn pulley when a new one is re-
quired because of fair wear and tear? The
officials at other State batteries do not tell
thle prospectors they miust pay for a ne-u
cam pulley. It is vecry fortunate for thi(
Government that they can lease this bat-
tory. Thor arc saved anly further trouble
andl annloyantce, and onl the baisis of Is. pet
ton for all ore crushed, they do wvell. I ant
told thle Government have refused to assist
the lessee of this battery to obtain a water
supply. He tells me that if he could get the
Government to find water, hie is prepared]
to add another five-head to the battery,. He
has the framework there ready and the
pumps arc ready for the water. I told the
lessee it w-as thle duty of the State to supply
the water. T hope the Irinister will give the
matter his immediate attention. The bat-
tery is a good revenue-produicer for the
State. The lessee pays so much royalty.
Nearly all the State-worked batteries ant.
losing propositions.

The Mfinister for Mines: -Not last year.
Mr.MARSHALL: All the concessions

that were given prospectors have been taka.,
away. The Government still maintain the
bic-grain rate for treatment. That is a
good price having regard for the value of
gold. Then there is a 75 per cent. extrac-
tion, and the deduction for moisture ano
wastage of 10 per cent., so that the Govern-
ment arc on the right side, They can af-
ford to be more liberal in the money they
spend in the upkeep and maintenance of
State batteries. There is no need to have
ramshackle batteries that are constantly f ail-
ing to pieces.

The 'Minister for M1ines: They are not
fallingy to pieces.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know more about
the batteries than the -Minister does. I have
seen them in my electorate.

The M.inister for Mifnes: You do not Know
more about batteries than I do.

Mr. MLARSHALL: I could lose the "Mini-
ister on that subject. Thle Peak Hill nd
Cue batteries are not a credit to anyone.
I care not what the superintendent or the
M1inister may say; they are not in a state of
efficiency because they stand so much in
need of repair. I have just seen them my-

self. I am tnot siatisfied about tile batteries
in nix electorate. The prospectors; in the
Tulekenarra district aire paying more for
their es-ushings than others arc. The Min-
ister should see that that district is given
a su'ficient sup~ply of water, so that the ore
inn; be crushed when necessary. Thle Go-
emnient ought to be well sat-isfied wvith the
revenue they get from thle battery, and
shoul,] provide those thingsi that ate nees-

sarv to keep it going. I join with the
meinher for Brown Hill-Ivanhloe in declar-
ing- that it is time Parliamient reviewed the
M)ine Workers' Relief Fund, and that somec

consdertionwasgiven to a readjustmenit
of hours; for mniners; on the goldfields who
work underground. T thank the officers of
thle depar'tment for the mannier in which
they have treated my' requests, and I also
thank the M.Ninister for the sympathetic
mnanner in which he has received requests
I have made to him personally.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. M3unsic-Hannans-n reply) [9.23] : I
thank members for the manner in which
they have received these Estimates.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And you should
thank those who have kept quiet.

The M1INISTER FOR 'MINES: Yes. I
desire to reply only to two or three points,.
I will go into the matter of a water supply
for the Tuekenarra battery as early as
possible. I do not know exactly the condi-
lion uinder which the lessee is working.
The department spent more money last
year in repairing and renovating State bat-
teries than was spent in the previous five
years. In the ease of four batteries, one
of which is in the electorate of the member
for Murchison, thle department put in new
foundations under the boxes. That was
done last year. There has also be en an
improvement in the power of State bat-
teries. The Cue battery is now a 10-hea?
battery. The member for Brownhitl-Ivan-
hoe said that men working in the mnines
on a re-admission ticket were not entitled
to compensation. That is not true. An-y
man who gets a re-admission certificate
from the laboratory, and secures a job on
a mine, is as muchi entitled to compensa-
tion as any other man.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: But he cannot zet
the re-admission certificate.

The IISTER FOR MITS: I sign
dozens of them every fortnight.

893
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Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Not many for my
electorate.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:: Quite a
number. A re-admission certificate gives,
a man all the benefits available uinder the
Act. The only disadvantage for him is
that he is not permitted by the Inspector
of Mines to work in the return air. That
is done for his own benefit. One would
think from what the bon. member said
there was also a hardship in the fact that
the certificate lasted only 12 months. But
as a matter of fact, the ticket of cverv-
other manl working onl the mines, even if
hie is absolutely free from disease and de-
clared to be perfectly' healthy, lasts only
12 months, and he must obtaina another
ticket the next year or hie Will not be able
to get a. job. So that the man With the
re-admiission certificate is in no worse posi-
tion. If a man is in I1algoorlie, he can
apply at the laboratory for examination.
However, that laboratory is controlled by
the Commonwealth, and not by the State ;
and we cannot get the Commonwealth to
erect a laboratory in every mining centre.
In all probability, what has happened in
the case referred to is that the manl ob-
tained "'hat is known as a special certifi-
cate. The man told the member for Brown
Hill-Ivanhoe that lie was workingl on a re-
admission certificate; but if he is not en-
titled to compensation, then he is working
on what is known as a special certificate.
If the hon. member wvill give me the man's
name, T will see that lie is reimbursed ever ,y
penny thait he has paid into the Mine
Worers' Belief Fund. Under the Act hep
is not called upon to paty into that fund.
and is not entitled to compensation.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: That is the law.
The -MINISTER FOR, MINES: That is

the law as it stands now. The provision
"as inserted in order to give a chance of
employment to a man who was not suffer
ig. from tuberculosis -if so nifected, lie
eould not get at certificate at all. There
have been such cases. Even a manl with
advanced silicosis can get a special certi-
ficate for a job onl the surface. The object
of the provision was to enaible mine mna-
gers who were willing to do so, to give
some light job on the surface to men who
had worked for them in previous years,' mel,
whom they could not employ if entitled to
compensation. A man with a special cer-
tificate is not entitled to compensation.

Under the Act he does not pay into the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, and the comn-
paUY Would not be liable to pay
workers' compensation insurance premiums
in respect of him uinder the Third
Schedule. Those things are definitely
laid down by the law as it nowv stands.
Therefore I say there is a mistake some-
where with regard to that re-admission
certificate.

Mr. F. C. L Smith : I will give you thle
mail's name afterwards.

Thie MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
be p~leased to have it, and to inquire into
the ease. If any manl with a re-ndmnission
certificate is told by the company that he is
not entitled to insurance, the company niust
be brought to hook, and will be, quick and
ively. Irrespective of wvhether a company
olid or did not say what has been stated, and
i espe.-tive of wvhether the company insured

01 lie men or not, under the Act as it stands
such a1 man is entitled to compensation. I
have li twthbet reply to make in connection
with the Mines Estimates.

Vote putt and passed.

Department of Medical and Public Health
(Hon. S. W. 'Munsie, Minister).

Fot e-Medieai, £32,976:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. W. Mu1Lnsie-Hamnis) (9.36)]: In con-
nection with the Department of Public
Health I have not much that is new to re-
port. Some progress is still being made.
I shall not go over all the activities of the
department, bitt there are two matters I
%visit to deal withl particularly' on this Vote.
First of all, during the past year wye have
completely altered the conditions of medical
service in the North-West, though not yet
throughout that area. I have not the slight-
est wish to reflect in any way upon the past
work of the medical profession or the nurs-
ing staff. in the North, but I think it will
be admitted by all who possess any expeni-
enee of the North that the method of medical
service hitherto obtaining there was abso-
lately inadequate. It was a method unfair
to the people of the North. The practice has
been to appoint a district medical officer
with a subsidy ranging from £,250 to k600
a year. For that subsidy he was supposed
to treat indigent cases, to do necessary work
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in connection with the Police Department,
and to attend to aborigines. The systemt
has not worked too satisfactorily. In sonic
cases doctors bought practices in the North,
and the Government paid then% subsidies.
But tinder those conditions the Government
had absolutely no control over the doctor,
except ib' withdrawal of the subsidy. The
department cannot go any further than that
After a good deal of discussion between the
department and a committee appointed by
thme Britishi Medic-al Association an arrange-
ment was arrived at whereby applications
for the post of muedical officers in the North
would be considered by a committee com-
prising representatives of the British Medi-
cal Association, the Pnstoralists' Associa-
tion, and the Medical Department. The idea
is to appoint, wherever practicable, young
doctors, and to pay them £1,000 a year as
full salary and not by way of subsidy. They
are to do all necessary medical work within
their vicinity, but any Lees they charge are
to be collected by the department, and not
by the doctors themselves. The fees will
go into the funds of the Medical Department
for the purpose of reimbursing part of the
Salaries of C1.00D to be paid. Appointments
of doctors under the new system have al-
ready been made at Wyadhamn anid Broome,
and applications are now being called for
a similar appointment at a third centre in
the North. In my opinion, the State will
not suffer financially by reason of the pay-
ment of the salaries of £1,000 a year, be-
cause the fees to be collected will just about
balance the difference between the former
subsidies and the salaries. The objective
is to get young men for the North, and to
limit their service there to three years al
the outside. A doctot "-ho stays the full
three years will be given six months' leave
on half pay, partly to enable him to bringf
himself up to date in his profession. 'We
could not introduce that scherre without
altering the conditions obtaining in regard
to hospitals in the North. For the sake of
economy the previous Government leased all
Government hospitals in the North. A sav-
ing may have resulted, but personally I dis-
approve of the arrangement. I disapprove
of it more strongly as applied to the North,
because Of the isolation of the North, than
as applied to any other part of Western
Australia. In the more thickly popu-

lated districts it would not be nearly-
so objectionable to lease hospitals as
it is to lease themn in the North, for
if the people in the centre directly
served by a lea sed hospital do not
care for the treatment there, they can at nest
to no cost go to a neighbouring centre where
there is another hospital. That is not
possible in the 'North, where the hospitals
are hundreds of miles apart. Further, the
person who leases a hospital-irrespective of
how genuine he might, be, and many of them
arc genuine--will, not extend the same facili-
ties to indigent cases as would be given in a
hospital controlled by the Government.
Therefore wve have cancelled all hospital
leases in the North, and have taken the insti-
tutions hack to be conducted as departmental
hospitals. I wish to give credit to the Aus-
tralian Inland Mission for being the first to
organ ise and establish the flying doctor sys-
tem in Australia. They have endeavoured
to establish a branch of that system in West-
ern Australia. I believe it will come to pass
that the -very best of the young medical men,
not only of Western Australia, but of Aus-
tralia, will be applicants for the position of
flying doctor once the scheme is established
here. I want it to be so, if practicable. I
believe that when the complete chain of fly-
ing doctors has been established, the quali-
fication. set up for members of the aerial
medical service will be as high as, or higher
than, that of any other medical service in
Australia. I want to see young doctors en-
couraged. It is necessary to give them
reasonable conditions, and they will get them.
They w.ill get them under this scheme. Now
that the new aerial mail service has been
established, only a few weeks should pas
before the Government will he able to come
to an agreement with the company for an
aerial service in the North. Indeed, I be-
lieve arrangements are just about completed.
Quite recently we have appointed Dr. Mlan
Vickers to Broome, even though only tem-
porarily. I consider Western Australia ex-
ceedingly fortunate in being able to secure
that gentleman's services as the first flying
doctor under the North-West scheme. Dr.
Vickers has had nearly three rears' experi-
ence of such work at Cloncurry. We gave
him the appointment at Broome for two
reasons. One was to keep him in Australia,
and the second to give him practical experi-
ence of the conditions prevailing in the North
before the time comes for the appointment
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-of the flying doctor. There need he no doubt
on the point; when the first flying doctor is
appointed, be will be Dr. Alan Vickers. That
deals with two improvements we have effected
in the 'North, one with regard to hospitals
and the other with regard to medical services.
'Under the existing system, some of the inci-
dents recorded in the North duing the last
13 months or two years could not possibly
happen. I will not go into details just now.
The new system adopted stands out as an
immense improvement in the conditions in
the North, from the point of view of medical
service. It was rather strange to receive
criticisn from the people of Wyndham when
it was suggested that the doctor who had
appointed there might have to do some flying.
Irrespective of who they may have been,
doctors who have been at Wyndham for the
last 20 years have had to drive out by pony
and trap or, later on, by motor car, to render
medical service, even though an accident
should have occurred upwards of 200 miles
away from the port. They did not object to
that. In fact, I believe the people of Wynd-
ham -would have objected if the doctor had
refused to undertake the duty. On the other
hand, immediately it was announced that the
doctor appointed at Wyndham might be re-
quired to use thie aeroplane, should the neces-
sity arise, the Wyndham residents strenu-
ously objected and said they required the
services of a doctor every minute of every
day. Wlthey will not have them. If an
liccident occurs, the doctor, who receives
£1,000 a year, will go out in response to the
call. If hie does not, he will be sacked. I
amu positive that the people of Wyndham
will agree that he should do so. The Corn-
nuonwealth Government recognised that they.
had done a disservice to Wyndhami when
they cut that township out of the -North-
West air mail service. In consequence,
they have called tenders for a weekly
mail service from Wyndham, where an
aeroplane will be situated, to Hall's
Creek, where the service will link up with
that from Catherine and thence to Perth.
The 'Plane will be at Wyndham with the
eception of four hours oni one day per
week-two hours to Hall's Creek and two
for the return journey. The Commonwealth
authorities have agreed to that without re-
quiring- the State to pay anything, and have
agreed also to pay all the flying expenses
of the doctor, for the first year. I jumped
at that offer, and most decidedly the doctor

will take advantage of the 'Plane should it
be there when a call is received. Neverthe-
less, it is strange that when I tried to do
something for the people, I received objec-
tions from the Wyndhaim residents.

M1r. Coverley: You were misunderstood,
because the departmental officer told half
the tale only.

The MKINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
addition to the departmental officer, a Min-
ister of the Crown explained thme position
almost word for word with what I have said
to-night, and the Wyndhain people still ob-
jected. I do not know, nor do I care, about
their objection. If the doctor is there and
the 'plane is there, he must go out in re-
sponse to a call.

Mr. Coverley: The Wyndham people have
been without any doctor at all for weeks at
a time.

The 'MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Of
course; and it was ridiculous to raise such
an objection.

Mr. Coverley: The objection was not
taken on the ground you have suggested.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is there a landing
ground at Wyndham7

Mr. Cove rley: Yes.
-Mr. Wise: About five miles lon.
The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: A

far better one than at Darwin, which has
been made the air port. Wyndham should
have been made the air port.

Mr. Sampson: It certainly should have
been.

The MINISTERt FOR HEALTH: It
would have been, if justice had beeni done
to Western Australia. There is one other
matter I want to mention in connection with
the Health Department. Here again we
have received criticism. for not doing all we
should with regard to relieving the posi-
tion of nurses in our various institutions
respecting working hours and accommoda-
tion. Western Australia is a big State. The
Medical and Pu'blic Health Department has
an imnmense territory to cover, and many
activities to control. Our duty is first to
relieve those who are most in need of re-
lief. At the moment we cannot find money
for everything. Ever since we have been
training midwives at the King Edward
'Maternity Hospital, the trainees have spent
nine months on the miidwifery course and
three months on a course in mothereraft.
Those trainees have received no salary, in
fact, in one hospital only in Australia do
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such trainees receive a salary. In no train-
ing school for mothereraft are trainees paid.
In no other institution are they trained for
mothereraft certificates without the pay-
ment of a premium of at least £10 and, in
some instances, they have to pay £20. We
have never charged premiums, and we have
paid no salaries. In some instances we have
accepted trainees at the King Edward Hos-
lpital, and we have charged a premium be-
cause the trainees had no previous medical
education. Those young women desired to
become midwives and: as they are required
to serve a longer period, we make them pay
a premium, but give thenm no salary. The
reason for that is that we do not desire to
encourage that sort of thing. It would be
better if we (lid not undertake the tuition
of such trainees. I believe nurses who de-
sire to get their midwifery certificate should,
in their own interests and in the interests
of the mothers, have had some previous
medical training. For that reason we dis-
courage the system. I have agreed that
nurses who go there for training shall be
Jpaid a small remuneration and not be re-
quired to pay any premiums. Therefore in
that respect our Health Department is in
advance of those of the other States. That
improvement has been authorised during the
last month or two. I have nothing to add,
except to say that I do not suppose there
will be a general discussion on the hospital
fund, but rather on hospitals generally.
With regard to the hospital fund, the col-
lections last year totalled £C154,228, and the
total cost of collecting was £3,248, or 3 per
cent. That, I think, is exceptionally good.
Practically the whole of that money is ex-
pended on the maintenance of hospitals. -We
have been able to carry out some slight re-
pairs to hospitals, and to put aside a little
for new buildings, but not nearly enough.
As a matter of fact, £103,144 was paid out
by way of special and regular subsidies to
board and committee hospitals out of the
fund last Year, while £42,000 was expended
in the i~ntenance of departmental lios-
pitals. It will be seen, therefore, that the
g-reat bulk of the money went purely in
maintenance. Even with a collection of
£154,000 last year, we were still over
£12,000 worse off regarding hospital
expenditure than in the Year prior
to the introduction of the hospital tax. In
the circumstances, some other provision
will have to be made for buildings and
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repairs to hospitals, and I was hopeful it
would be made this year. Thc hospital
fund will not enable that to be done, for
we cannot possibly maintain the hospitals
of the State and effect the necessary re-
pairs out of the total proceeds of the fund.
We had more money to spend on hospitals
in the years before the hospital tax was
levied than we have had since its imposi-
tion. The position is becoming rather seri-
ous, and money must be provided for the
erection of new hospitals. For six
Years prior to the inauguration of the
hospital fund we got an average annually of
£23,000 for building purposes. Last year,
prior to the introduction of the hos-
pital tax, we had £48,000 from the en-
tertainmients tax and £104,000 from Con-
solidated Revenue. If members add those
two amounts together, they will see that
we were worse off, from a hospital main-
tenance standpoint, than when we got the
£154,000 from the hospital tax last year.
That position cannot continue much longer.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But last year you
got fees in addition to £E154,000.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
collected fees, but even so, we were still
considerably worse off than previously. I
know the fees wvent into Consolidated Rev-
enue. So that, although we did receive
those fees, it did not make the slightest
difference. The total fees collected by all
Government hospitals throughout Western
Australia prior to the introduction of the
hospital tax, went into Consolidated Rev-
enue, ad, on top of those fees, collected1
and debited against the fund, the Treas-.
hirer provided £E104,000. I undertake to
say that the fees collected last Year were
nothing in comparison with those received
duringthe Year prior to the imposition of
the hospital tax. Conditions were better
then, and the depression occurred wvhen
the hospital tax was levied.

Mr. Rodoreda: Into what fund do the
fees go now I

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are spent on the maintenance of hospitals,
and do not go into Consolidated Revenue.
The amount I refer to was over and above
the actual fees collected. The amount was
£168,000, and the fees reduced it to
£104,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had £:104,000,
plus the amusements tax.
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and £l1S,000 from loan funds for build-
ings.

Hon. C. G. Latham: How much from the
amusement tax?

The MINISTER FOR~ HEALTH: I
think it was £48,000.

RON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [10.0]: 1
am glad the Minister has given uts an op-
portunity to learn something of the ramri-
fieations of this department's finances.
I wish to turn first to what he was dealing
with when he sat down, references to re-
ceipts from the hospital tax fund. On the
last balance sheet he presented to the
House he showed that last year he received
£140,000 in tax, £27,000 in hospital fees, a
recoup for an advance made on X-ray plant
at Fremantle £56; and his total receipts
wvere £E179,757 13s. 2d. That, of course, is
considerably more than he gave me just
now, namely £104,000 plus £16,000 from
loan funds and £48,000 from amusement
tax.

The M~inister for Health: I knowv we
did not get it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Auditor
General's statement is not correct, for your
balance sheet shows exactly how the money
was spent. I admit that it cost £3,562 to
collect, but I am going to tell the Minister
that he is giving away £20,000 this year.

The Minister for Health: Am 1?
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. Have a

look at your own Estimates. I heard a very
good case put up by the member for Perth
(Mr. Needhami) the other night when he
pleaded for fewer hours for the nurses in
Government hospitals. The Minister then
told a good story, and I believed it. I
thought he was short of money. However,
that is not so, because he is giving away
a great deal more than it would cost to
afford the nurses fewer hours; he is giving
away this year, £19,665. For in the pre-
vious year's Estimates the whole cost of
the Wooroloo Sanatorium came from Con-
solidated Revenue.

The Minister for Health: And so, too,
this year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This year it does
not. On page 76 of the Estimates there
are set out the details of the Vote of
£5,400. Last year the amount shown
for total salaries and wages was
£13,664, whereas this year it is only

£6,008. The salaries of the resident
medical otlicer and of the assistant
resident medical officer are to come
out of the hospital fund tax this year, as
arc also the salaries of the secretary, £448,
and of die matron £191. Those salaries arc
to come out of the hospital fund tax, not out
of Consolidated Revenue. Also there is to
come out of the hospital fund tax an
timount, of £:S,645 for nurses, (domestic staff,
housemiaids, wards-mids, and a number of
others, plus £40 for the chaplain; all this is
to conic out of the tax, not out of Consoli-
dated Revenue. On the Estimates last year
there wvas an itemi of £9,000 for the Wooro-
loo Sanatorium, and of that amount £8,896
was spent. This year no provision is muade
on the Estimates for a single penny for
the Wooroloo Sanatorium. Will the Min-
ister say that statement is not correct? Every
penny of it is to come out of the hospital
fund tax. If there was one thing we fought
against, it was that the Wooroloo Sanato-
rium, which is a national institution, should
be provided for out of the hospital tax.

The Minister for Health: You, have an
amazing idea of the position.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: My statement is
quite correct.

The Minister for Health: Then why is
there shown in this year's Estimates the
exact increase of expenditure?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, the Vote for
1933-34I was £16,500, of which £15,791 was
spent. This year the amiount shown is
£6,560. I do not think the Minister has
looked at this part of his Estimates.

The Minister for Health: Why did not
y)ou read the figure immediately below that,
beginninig "less rebated to hospital fund"?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I will quote that
now. It does not make the slightest differ-
ence. I am showing the items as set out,
and that expenditure was provided for in
the 1933-34 Estimates, for whichi no provi-
sion whatever is made in these Estimates for
1934-35.

The Minister for Health: Of what
amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of those items I
have read out. There is no provision made
for them. Take the Woorolno Sanatorium;
there is no provision for that on this year',
Estimates. The Mlinister will see that the
Vote for total salaries last year was £13,694,
of which £C13,664 was spent, whereas this
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year only £6,008 is provided, or a decrease
of £7,656, which no doubt is nioney coming
out of the hospital fund tax for the purpose
of maintaining the Wooroloo Sanatorium.

The -Minister for Health: Nothing of the
k-id.

Hon. C. G. rLATHAM: I will be glad if
the Minister can explain it, but my state-
nient is quite correct.

The Minister for Health: It is not even
debited against the hospital fund this year.

Honl. C. G. [LATHAM: Because the fund
is not there to be debited. When I was
Minister for Health we were alwvays having
it thrown up to uts that this tax would be
used to relieve Consolidated Revenue. To-
nig-ht the Minister has said that he has in-
sufficient money; yet here in this one item
lie is giving away £19,000.

The 'Minister for Health: I am not. Whyv
do not you look at the Estimates? There
you will find the exact figures for We sal-
aries. What you have quoted are merely
the details of it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: These are sal-
aries, not relating to Wooroloo. Take Item
2.

The Minister for Health: No. it is Item
1 that carries the salaries.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Until you come
to the Wooroloo Sanatorium, where there
is no provision whatever for 19334-34.
Where are these items to come from? You
have not dismissed the resident medical
officer, nor his assistant.

The Minister for Health: No. We are
paying them out of Consolidated Revenue-

The Acting Premier: The figures you
have quoted are taken from a group show-
ing the details of Item No. 1.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is the Com-
missioner of Public Health and Principal
Medical Officer, with a total of £C1,031. The,
there are clerks above the automatic range,
£1,240, clerks within the automatic range,
£852. North-West medical service, £2,150,
plus1 partial exemption from financial emer-
gency legislation £135. The total is £6,008,
and there is no provision whatever for the
Woomcloo Sanatorium item which was
shown on last year's Estimates. From what
are you going to pay them?

The Mfinister for Health: They were there
last year, debited against the hospital fund
tax, but the futility of that has now been
recogniised.

Hon. C- G. LATHAM: They must be
shown here if they are to be paid from Con-
solidated Revenue; but they are not on the
Estimates, because they are to be paid out
of the hospital tax fund. The money has to
be found, and it must either he provided
for onl the Estimates or taken from the
hospital tax fund.

The Minister for Health: It does not
come from the hospital tax fund this year.
The Estimates shlow it.

Hfon. C. 0. LATHAM: They do not. I
advise members that onl the Estimates there
is no provision for carrying onl the Woo-
roloo Sanatorium, not a penny piece. No
provision is made for the whole of the medi-

l and nursing services or for provisions,
bedding and clothing, fuel, medicines and
suirgical instrumients, equipment, uniforms
for stall, travelling, telephones, forage,
machinery and oils, etc., or items not other-
wise provided for. It is of no use the Alin-
ister repeating that there is provision in the
Estimates. There is not. If he desires to
give the nurses the relief that the member
for Perth requested, he has the money there
instead of giving it away to the Government
to inflate their revenue.

The 'Minister for Health: Not a penny
piece wvent to the Government last year,
and there is nothing on the Estimates for
Wooroloo Sanatorium this year.

Ho,,. C. G. LATHAM: I am sorry the
Under Secretary is riot present to advise the
Minister, because what I have said is cor-
rec t.

The M1inister for Health: You k-now no-
thing at all about it.

Hon. C. Gr. LATHAM: I can see the
point, but unfortunately the Minister can-
nlot. I have told him what is happening,
and I think it has come as a surprise to him.

The Minister for Health: Not at all.
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: Last year the

Treasurer announced that it was proposed
to remove the Wooroloo expenses from Con-
solidated Revenue and charge them against
the hospital tax fund.

The Minister for Health: Hle charged them
all right last year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The items are
shown on the Estimates, but whereas pro-
vision was made for them last year, no pro-
vision is made for this year. I have given
the M1inister some information. I say there
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is £20,000 available for repairs to hospitals last two years he has shown the champion
and for better conditions for the nursing
staff if the Minister uses it, instead of help-
ing- Consolidated Revenue to that extent.

The Minister for Health: The item has in-
creased now.

Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: If the Minister
wishes to have the exact amount, it is
£19,665.

The Minister for Health: Where do you
get that amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: RALO. and As-
sistant R.M.O. £E1,345, secretary £448,'
matron £1.91, nurses, domestic staff, etc.,
£8,045, chaplain £40.

The Acting Premier: All those items are
provided for under Item No. 1.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not at all.
The Acting Premier: Yes, they are. See

the heading "Informative only; details of
the item are."

Hon. P. G. LATHAM: What is happen-
ing- is that £6,008 is provided, but contin-
gencies constitute a separate item. Last
year an amount of £9,000 was provided
and £8,998 was expended. This year no
provision is made, and consequently the
amount must be provided out of the hospital
tax fund.

The Minister for Health: That was por-
tion of the £C15,000 provided last year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Estimates
show contingencies £6,560, including inci-
dental, travelling and transport, postage and
telephones, miscellaneous, medical attend-
ance and subsidies to doctors and nurses,
none of which is to he nsed.for the Wooroloo
Sanatorium. I have raised the point that
it is unfair of the Minister to tell us at this
stage that there are insufficient funds.

The Minister for Health: There are in-
sufficient funds.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Minister
should see that the Treasurer does not take
the £19,665. Of couirse he will get it under
the Estimates as they are framed.

The Minister for Health: He will not.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is of no use

the Minister saying that.
Mr. Marshall: You will have to watch

the Acting-Treasurer.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think

he has had anything to do with it.
I wish to congratulate the foreman
of the Wooroloo Sanatorium farm. In the

Shorthorn and is breeding lip a wvonderful
herd. He is devoting the whole of his time
to the work-

Mr. Marshall: Is it not a full-time jobl
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, but hie does

not mind how many hours he works, or
what the conditions are, so long as he can
do justice to the herd, and there is no doubt
hie is doing it. He should be commended
for the number of prizes he has won, par-
ticularly during the last two years. I admnit
that money has been spent on the farm,
bitt lie has turned the farm from a losing
to a profitable proposition, which has been
very useful not only to the sanatorium hut
to the State. I point out to the member for
Perth that there is an opportunity to get
the £:20,000 he requires for improving the
conditions of nurses by telling the Treas-
urer that Consolidated Revenue must carry
the cost of the Wooroloo Sanatorium as in
years gone hy.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [.10.18]:
I congratulate the Minister on the alteration
made to the system in the North-West,
which xvill be of great benefit to the resi -
dents. There was a misunderstanding on
the part of the Wyndham people, but the
Minister has justified himself by the admin-
istration of the Act and the alteration of the
system in the North. Under the leased hos-
pital system that the people of the North had
to put up with, they were getting a very
raw deal. Matters were very unsatisfac-
tory from every point of view, particularly
from the standpoint of indigent patients.
The objection raised was due to the depart-
mental information forwarded to the road
boards in the Wyndham area. The new sys-
temn was not fully explained and the resi-
dents of Wyndham misunderstood the posi-
tion. They believed what they had read in
the Press that the aerial system to be estab-
lished by the Australian Inland Mission was
the system to be inaugurated in the Wynd-
ham district, and that the doctor appointed
for their district would be required to travel
throughout the length and breadth of the
North-West. Naturally they were very con-
cerned about it, and were entitled to put
up a protest. The matter was not fuly ex-
plained to them. Everything was done in a
hurry, because the medical practitioner in
Wyndham had telegraphed his resignation.
Just at that point the new system was being
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inaugurated, but only part of the informa-
tion was forwarded to the people at Wynd-
barn. They have no objection to the doctor
being cafled away in the case of a serious
accident, or sickness in the interior. They
have given credit to doctors in the past when
these men have travelled hundreds of miles
with pack horses to attend serious cases.
All credit is due to the medical staff we
have had in times past. They gave the best
service that was possible. The new system
will give us what we have needed for some
time. We have wanted younger men with
new ideas, men with the nerve to perform
operations when necessary. We know the
department had no intention of discrediting
the medical staff of the past. We should
be entitled to be brought nearer to civilia-
lion than we have been in the past. The
people are very satisfied with what the Min-
ister has done, and give him every credit
for the inauguration of the new system.

MR. NEEDHAM (Perth) [10.22]: 1 was
naturally interested in the wordy duel be-
tween the Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition concerning the whereabouts of a
matter of £20,000, and as to whether it had
been lost, stolen or strayed.

Mr. Moloney: They did not leave uch
for us.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I see the Minister look-
ing through the Estimates in the hope of
finding it. I trust the result of the argument
will bring my desire, so far as nurses' hours
are concerned, nearer to fruition. I still
cling to the hope that the Minister will have
a change of heart and carry my motion into
effect. I should like to know how the
negotiations are proceeding for the erection
of a new hospital or additions to the present
Perth Hospital. The matter is a very im-
portant one. The hospital is seriously over-
crowded, and the Minister, members of
Parliament, and the public are well aware
of it. When my motion wvith regard to an
eight-hour day for nurses Wvas being debated
the Minister said he was conducting negotia-
tions with a view to getting another site on
which a hospital might be erected.

The -Minister for Health: I am having a
conference to-morrow at noon.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I hope the Minister wvill
be able to give some further information on
the point.

The Minister for Health: Not until that
conference has been held.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I wish to refresh the
MLinister's memory about a deputation which
wvaited on him a few months ago seeking the
re-establishment of the psychological clinic.
That was the most representative deputation
of its kind that ever waited upon a Minister
of the Crown in this State. It was also the
largest, and comprised] mostly representa-
tivrs of every women's organisation in WVest-
ern AustTalia. The Minister was very
enthusiastic in his support of the idea, but
stressed the shortage of money. Since then
hie has again, in reply* to inquiries, stated
that money was tight..

The Minister for Health: It was the
Premier who said that.

Mr. NEEDHAMV: Is the Premier in a
better mood to help the Minister to re-open
the clinic which was established by a Labour
Government, but was closed, I understand,
by the Government which succeeded them?
The Minister knows the good that wvas done
by the clinic, and no doubt increasing good
would have been done had it been kept go-
ing. Some cynics in the community may
look upon such an establishment as 'a
liuxury' , but not those who have given atten-
tion to the matter. It is a growing neces-
sity in modern times, and it is essential that
one should be established in our midst, just
as they are established in other parts of the
world. I hope the Minister will soon be able
to tell us that the clinic will be re-opened.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [10.27]:
It is wholly impossible to understand the
assertion of the Minister that the Wooroloc
Sanatorium expenses are provided for on
the Estimates.

The Minister for Health: I did not say
they were.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Then where is the
money to come from?

The Minister for Health: Don't worry
about that. The money will be there all
right.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is, of course, com-
ing out of the hospital tax collections. No
other source is available. It is ridiculous
to pretend that the £6,008 on the Estimates
covers a single penny of the expenditure
on the Wooroloo Sanatorium.

The -Acting Premier: The Estinmates
clearly set out that it does.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Surely the Minister
is not serious in that statement?
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The Acting Premier: Yes. It is all
contained in Item 1. The details are there.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The whole of that
amount is finished off with the salary of the
Commissioner for Public Health, the clerks
above the automatic range, those within it,
and the North-West medical services, to-
gether with a small provision for partial
exemption from the financial emergceucy
legislation. Not a penny of that falls to
the Woorolco Sanatorium. The Acting
Treasurer must admit that. It is plain that
the £8,996 which last year was necessary
for the Wooroloo Sanatorium under such
provisions as bedding, clothing, fuel, mnedi-
cines, etc., is not provided. Where is the
money to come from 9 Of course it must
come from the hospital tax. And yet the
Minister denies that, as if he was grabbing
the money out of the air.

Mr. Hegney: It might come out of the
State lotteries.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The hospital tax
collections provide the only source for the
money. It could not come from any other
source except the fund, which the 'Minister
said would not be sufficient for the upkeep
of the hospital.

The Minister for Hiealth: I said it was
not sufficient to provide for the upkeep of
the building.

Rion. N. KEENAXN: What about the
£19,000 for the building fund?

The Minister for Health: It will not he
paid this year.

Hon. _N. KEENKAN\: Let the 'Minister
have an understandin g of his Estimates,
and not tell us a fairy tale and aisk us to
discuss it. Let the 'Minister tell us some-
thing that is actual and real. Here is somie-
thing, that is actual and real-au amount of
£10,635 which he can apply to the building
fund, instead of telling us that tale of woe
he has told us to-night. At this hour it is
not possible to debate the Estimates in the
way they should be debated, or to get the
information which it is necessary the coun-
try should have before the Estimates are
passed. This little incident is a strong
illustration of that. Here we have had a
picture pailnted to u13 that is wholly illusive
-£19,655 gone astray. And still we are
asked to pass these Estinates! I object
to their being passed in so perfunctory a
manner. And there are other matters con-
nected with the Vote that I would like to

have the opportunity of discussing, as for
instance the question of giving some greater
consideration to the inmates of the Old
Meni's Home. They, no doubt, have their
grievances, because all those who are in the
position these men are in find themselves
faced with grievances. However, there are
somne very genuaine grievances. When times
are so improved that the financial emergency
cut has been restored to many who have had
to suffer it, surely it is also right to give
some consideration of the same kind to fthc
old men, The little amiount allotted for
tobacco, £:400 odd a year, represents, I ami
told, 6id. per wveek. Surely something might
be done there when so much money is going
astray. However, the priiicipal mnatter I
wvish to eimphasise is that we should not be
asked to rush the Estimates through. Thcr,-
is no need whatever for haste.

The Minister for Health: None whatever:

Hon. N. KEENAN: At the preser.t
moment there is nothing oii the 'Notice Papei
that warrants the Government in sayqng
there is need for the Estimiates to be rushed
through.

The Minister for Health: There are a
lot more Estimates- here yet.

Hon. N. ICEA:That is the ",cry
reason for not rushing through. I suppose
the Minister would emphasise that when we
have Estimates Ave ought to rush them
through.

The M.1inister for Health : You have had
ample time to consider the Estimates. They
have been longer in going throughi than any
other Estimtes since you hanve been in Par-
liament. You were the first to complain in
the Press that we did not g-o on wvith
,business, mid now we amre goinig on with
business von want to delay it. I do iiot care
what vyon say.

Hon. N. KUE NAN: Why should the Min-
ister care? He has told a fairy story, and
expects us to believe it.

The CHAIRMLNAN: Order! I must ask
the Minister to keep quiet, and I must ask
the mnember for Nedlands to address the
Chair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not -wish to dis-
cuss the matter any further, because of the
reason I have stated, that I do not think
this Vote should be rushed through. We
certainly should not be asked to pass the
Vote before we clear up this mystery of
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£19,655, and the story that wvas told us o
the poverty of the Minister for tile l)IrPobe
of providing the neesary hospital accomx-
muodation while he has all this money up
his sleeve to give back to the Treasurer.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [10.341: 1 hope
the Minister will agree to report progress.
The position is becoming highlly awkwardl
and embarrassing, and 1 am sure no one
desires to embarrass the lion, gentleman tin-
duly. However, it would appiear that these
figures lidve been put up) without the _%ini-
ister having an opportunity to examine
them. What is going to happen in future
veats? For this year we have figuress sho,
ing the expenditure for 1933-34. Those fig-
ures, of course, are given; but the Estimates
for the current year show blanks in many
instances, thus supportin-

The Minister for Health: Blanks are
shown wherever -there was a rebate from
the hospital fund.

Mr. SAMPSON: The blanks support the
very clear statement of the Leader of the
Opposition regarding the disappearance of
money from the hospital tax fund. That
surely cannot be allowed to continue, in
view of the number of times either side of
the Chamber has charged the other with
protecting Consolidated Revenue and put-
ting up statements that the hospital tax must
be increased in order that hospital services
may be provided. If that money is to be
used to protect Consolidated Revenue, and
if the Wooroloo Sanatorium-

The Minister for Health: You ought t,
talk like that, you being the man who intro-
duced the Bill to take the money away.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is sek-
ing of the first tax. If the Minister could
review the words he uttered at that time,
hie would be staggered at the audacity of
what he said on the occasions when the
House was held up hour after hour in an
endeavour to Oppose the imposition of i
hospital tax.

The Minister for Health: No.
Mr. SAMPSON: There is no opposition

to the hospital tax. The opposition is to
thie fact that money is being taken from
the hospital tax fund to protect Consob;
dated Revenue. That has been made clear
over and over again. Out of deference to
the Mfinister I say he should report progres
and put up a statement of the position A9

it t-xits. so that the Committee will have
an op ajrtiiii itv of clearly understanding the
matter. I do not want to say Anything inor,
than that. The IMinister has shown that be
does not understand the matter.

The Mfinister for Health: Your state-
mient is Absolutely as clear as mud!

Mr. SAMPISON : If so, we have a doubly
inuildy' outlook. Undoubtedly, apart from
the statements of the Leader of the Oppo-
sitioni and the member for Nedlands, there
has not been anything to clarify the posi-
tion, it all events from the other side of
the Chamber, if the IMinister will pardon
my saying so. I do not wvant to see this
new method instituted. It seems to me
that if we pass this Vote As it is, then in
years to come wre shall have a repetition of
what is occurring here to-night. The fact
that a precedent has been established will
perhaps have the effect of preventing criti-
cism, in future. It is definitely wrong, and
the Committee, irrespective of party,
should take a stand against it.

MR. McLARTY (2furray-Wellington)
[10.39] : 1 wvish to ask the Minister one or
two questions. I would like to know
whether the Health Department have given
any consideration to the imposition of uni-
form hospital fees. The hospital of one
town charges a certain fixed rate per day,
while another hospital committee, only a
few miles away, charges something else. Tt
ought to he possible to bring about uni-
formity in hospital charges. Again, I was
wondering what percentage of hospital fees
is being collected by the various hospital
boards.

Hon. C. G. Lathamn: The particulars are
all in the report.

'Mr. MeLARTY: I had not noticed those
figures. Recently I spoke about the pro-
vision of milk for school children. I shall
be glad if the 'Minister can give any in-
formatioa in that regard to indicate the
prospect of milk being provided for the
children. That matter has received the
attention of other Governments, and I trust
the 'Minister will be able to give us some
information in that regard.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [10.41]:
Medical And health services are vita] con-
siderations in the 'North-West. It was
pleasing to hear the 'Minister feature the
improvements that have been, and are still
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being effected in the North-W1est, and I agree
with him that we are fortunate to have
secured the services of Dr. Vickers, who
has bad such experience in the work hie
will undertake and who undoubtedly will
start off the organisation on a sound basis.
When I mentioned in the House last year
the necessity for a flying doctor I did nor;
anticipate that the scheme would be prac-
tically in operation within 12 months.
From the Minister's statement this evening
and from what I know of the position, I
believe that the scheme will be in opera-
tion as soon as arrangements canl be made
with the aerial contractor. The system
of having full-time doctors is wise, and all
residents of the North-West will be in
agreement on that point. We call accept
the apology of the member for Kinmberle '
who pointed out that his constituents haill
not realised to the full thle intentions it
the department, and now that they do, I
am sure they will be in hearty agreement
with the Government. It is a matter for
congratulation for the people in the North
that the leased hospital system has been
abolished. Last year the Minister prominisedi
that he wvould abolish it, and he did so as
soon as hie possibly could. There is one
complaint that I have to make, anti it is
that so far a maternity ward has niot been
provided at the lBeadom Hospital. Last
year the MI'inister promised that hie wvould
do his best to provide this facility.
Thme department hans made available -a
matron holding a double certificate, andl
thle Only thing that remains to be acconm-
plished is the provision of the maternity
ward. The MAinister realises as well as I
do that it is essential, for at present there
is no provision for maternity cases nearer
than at floehourne, 200 miiles away to the
north, or at Carnarvon, 150 miles to time
South. I trust the Minister will make
available the money necessary.. to enable
the ward to be established.

THE MI1YISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon,
S. WV. Munsie - Hanmians - in, reply)
[10451: Regarding thle question rais'ed
by the member for Mfurray-Wellington.,

Ido not know that it is the duty.
of thme department to dictate to coan-
nittees who control hospitals what charges
should be levied. All the hosp1 itatls have
been circularised with regard to fees,
but I do not think it would he wise for

the department to attempt dictation in that
respect. We will get on much better if we
allow hospital committees to levy charges
suitable to their districts. The charges levied
at Government and semi-Government hos-
pitals differ, and it is essential. that it should
he so in some instances. I do not know
that it is right to say that, irrespective of
where the hospital may he, the same rate
of charges should be levied. It is not dlone
anywhere in Australia that I know of. I
do not want to enter into further arguments
on any matters that have been dealt with.
I do not know what the Auditor General's
report will contain when it is issued, but I
assure the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the National Party that last
year not one penny was paid from the Hos-
pital Fund towards the support of the
WVooroloo Sanatorium.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It was refunded and
is shown as such.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It was
rebated from the hospital tax.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Evidently they took
it out and paid it back.

Tme MTNJSTER FOR HEALTH: If the
Leader of the Opposition will allow me to
make my statement, he will have the facts.

Ktone penny from hospital tax collections
last year was paid towards the mainten-
ance of the Wooroloo Sanatorium, nor will
a penny he pail from that fund this year,
if I still remain Minister for Public Health.
Last year the Estimates provided for £14,000
being paid out of die hospital fund for the
support of the Wooroloo Sanatorium. No
Minister, Treasury official, or anyone else
can spend one penny out of the hospital
fund wvithout mry signature. The Act pro-
vides that the Minister for Public Health
controls the fund. It does not say that I
control it, hut that no expenditure can be
miade from the fund without the authority
of the Minister for Public Health. While
that provision appears iii the Act, I shall
control the fund irrespective of what even
Treasury officals may) say. I did not spend
one penny from the fund omi Wooroloo last
year, although I know the Treasurer has
debited expenditure against it.

Hon, C. G. Latbam: They have credited
you with the amount too.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
have debited the fund, but I did not sign,
the authorisation for the expenditure. No
one else can do so. It was not paid from
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the fund last year, and will not be paid from
the fund this year. The accounts are there,
and members wvill be able to peruse the
audited balance sheet. When the Auditor
General's report is presented, members will
be able to ascertain whether I am £19,000
short in the hospital fund.

Hon. N. Keenan: Where are you to get
the money from this year?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: From
the Treasurer from whom it came last year,
and from whom it will icome this year.

Mr. Sampson: IL is not provided for in
the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It will
not be provided from the hospital fund.

Hon. C. 0. Latham: It will be on the
supplementary Estimatcs.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH-. It is
no good arguing the point. I am adminis-
tering the fund and not one penny piece
has been spent unless my signature has been
attached to the authorigktion. The money is
paid into the fund at the Treasury, but the
Treasury cannot operate on the fund with-
out may authority.

Hon. N. Keenan: Last year the Estimates4
made provision for Wooroloo.

The MINI STER FOR HEALTH: Pro-
viding for it to come out of the hospital
fulnd.

Hon. N. Keenan: No.
The MIN'\ISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.

The decrease this year is exactly what the
rehate was last year. That was because they
could not get it. They arc not going to get
it. Not one penny of hospital fund money
was expended on Wooroloo last year.

Item, Salaries and allowances, etc.:

Mr. SA PO:I should like to have
some information as to the intentions of the
Minister in dealing with the 'mosquito
scourge. Last year it was worse than ever
before.

The CHATIMAN: I cannot allow you to
discuss mosquitoes on the item for the sal-
ary of the Commissioner of Public Health.
You had your chance on the general debate.

The Minister for Health:- It is a matter
for the local authorities as well as for the
Commissioner of Public Health.

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like the Minis-
ter to encourage the local authorities so
that there may be co-ordination in the work.

The CHAIRMAN: The lion, member can-
not discu'ss that on this item.

M1r, SAMPSON: Well, I have said suffi-
cient. to indicate my feeling on the subject.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have checked Itemn
No. 1 with last year's Estimates. The estim-
ated expenditure last year was £13,694, with
a rebate to the hospital fund of £10,677
leaving £3,017. It looks as if last year we
took out of Con solidated Rev enue £10,000
of the actual sum paid under this Vote. I
hope the Minister will look into that ques-
tion and, if necessary, bring down supple-
mientary Estimates.

Mr. RODOREDA: It appears that last
Year wve voted £13,694 for salaries and
wag-es, but that there was a rebate of
£tO,002 which had -been spent from the hos-
pital tax fund, Under item No. 3 we voted
last year £9,000 for the Wooroloo Sans-
torium.' 'We did not spend one penny of
that from revenue, because we find here the
note "Less rebate to hospital fund." We
spent only £ 7,500 from revenue. So, ac-
cording to this, not one penny from revenue
Was Spent on Wooroloo -Sanatorium last
year, and certainly not a penny is provided
in this year's Estimates for the Sanatorium.

Mr. WEEDHA"&T: I thought when the
Minister was speaking that he might have
answvered my, question regarding the Perthi
Hospital.

The M1INISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
no further information than I had when I
made a statement the other night, but I
have succeeded in getting that conferenee,
which is to be held at 12 O'clock to-morrow.
After the conference I may be able to tell
the hon. member Something more.

V~ote Put and passed.

Progress reported.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2), £700,000.

Returned from the Council without
amiendment.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.
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