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BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Road Districts Aect Amendment (No.
2).

2, Timber Workers.

3, Western Anstralian Aged Sailors and
Soldiers’ Relief Fund Amendment.

" Received from the Assembly.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT.

In Commitice,

Hon. J. Nicholson in the Chair; ithe Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon. J. CORNEILL: I move an admend-
ment—

That all the words after ‘*by’’ in line 1 be
struck out and the following inserted in lien:—
i*Provided also that—(i) no aboriginal
native of Australin, Asia (except British India
or Ceylon), Africa or Islands of the Paeific
(except New Zealand), or person of the half
blood, shall be entitled to be registered unless
he is a person who was registered as an elector
prior to the thirty-first day of December,
1933, but the disqualifications created by this
paragraph of this proviso shall not apply to
any person who is 2 naturalised subjeet; (ii)
no ¢lector possessing more than one qualifica-
tion within a provinee shall be thereby en-
titled to be registered more than once for that
province; (bh) adding the following paragraph
at the end of the section:—‘In this seetion
‘‘naturalised subjeet’’ means a person who
kas obtained a certificate of naturalisation
under the laws of the United Kingdom, or
under the laws of the Commonwealth, or any
State of the Commonwealth, or under the laws
of any of the British Dominions, and whose
certificate of naturalisation is still in foree
and has been in force for at least twelve
months before making the claim,’ *?

This Bill and the Bill we have just been
considering are practically inseparable, The
idea of another place, when the Bill was
introduced there, was to extend the full
franchise of this House to British Indians.
As the Constitution now stands, a British
Indian can only exercise the franchise of
this House by virtue of his being natural-
ised and being a freeholder. My object is
to enlarge the franchise by providing that
any person qualified to be registered as an
elector for the Legislative Assembly ean be
enrolled as an elector for this House pro-
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vided he holds the necessary qualifieation
as a holder of freehold property, a rate-
payer, a business leaseholder, a Crown lease-
holder, qualifications possessed by an ordin-
ary citizen. The Constitution at present
provides that no aboriginal native of Ans-
tralia, Asin or Afriea (not any of the is-
lands of the Pacific) shall be entitled to he
registered as an clector, I could never seq
any reasoning in that other than that when
the Electoral Aet was framed in 1907 the
matter was overlodked. There is every jus-
tifieation for the amendment T have submit-
ted.

Amendment put and passed, the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with an amendment.

House adjourned af 3.17 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STOCK ROUTE, NORTH-
WEST WELLS.

Mr. WELSH asked the DMinister for
Works: In view of the very prolonged de-
lay and the most urgent necessity for the
work being commenced immediately, will
he state the approximate date when the



[23 OcroBER, 1934.]

Government propose to commence repairing
the wells along the North-West stock route,
ex Meekatharra?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
There has been no prolonged delay. The road
board having refused to continue to main-
tain these wells, even though annual grants
were made, I directed that the stock route
be inspected. The report was received on
the 4{h September and is now under con-
sideration. 1 will certainly not commence
any work until the hoard has refunded the
unexpended balance of the grants that have
been made by the Government.

BILL-—-METROPOLITAN WHOLE MILK
ACT AMENDMENT.
Introduced by Mr. North and read a first
time.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Timber Workers.
2, Western Australian Aged Sailors and
Soldiers’ Relief Fund Amendment.
Transmitted to the Couneil.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE (No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from 18th October.

HON. 0. G. LATHAM (York) [435]: I
am sorry this Bill was not delayed until
after we had disposed of the Agricultural
Bank Aet Amendment Bill. We should then
have had some idea of the Government’s
proposals for assisting those engaged in
the wheat industry. I am also sorry that
we have not hefore us the annual report
of the Industries Assistance Board for last
vear, We have the previous year's report,
but do not know what the transactions have
been since that was issued. It is not easy
to discuss intelligently a Bill of this nature
without knowing upon what the board have
been engaged during the past year. The
Minister says it is not proposed to add to
the activities of the board, but I understand
that during the year, although very little
new money has been found, a considerable
amount has been re-advanced to those who
are operating under the Aet. During the
last few years there has been very little
need for this legislation, and the general
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desire of members has been 1o remove it
from the statute-book as early as possible.
This year, however, I am afraid it will be
extensively required. If reports are true
eoncerning the northern parts of the State,
most of the crops there have been damaged
by rust. This has been disturbing not only
the farming community, but the commer-
cial people of Geraldton, and others. I have
received copies of resolutions that were car-
ried at Geraldton asking the Government to
procure sufficient seed wheat from the area
to make sure of erops being put in next year.
I should like to know from the Minister
whether anything has been done about that.
If it is true that the damage has been so ex-
tensive that many farmers may not harvest
even sufficient seed wheat, quite a lot of
money will be required to assist them in that
and other directions. 1 do not know how it
15 possible to go to their aid excepi
through the Industries Assistance Act. The
legislation we shall be dealing with next
week makes no provision for any assiztance
of this kind outside the ordinary channels
which have been allowed under the Act. The
Minister might tell us whether it is proposed
to find any new money under the Industries
Assistance Aet, and whether it is intended to
give necessary assistance to those engaged
in the industry. Although the Minister for
Agriculture has come back from a visit to
the eastern areas of the State, and has made
zlowing reports on the wonderful crops
there, I tell him definitely there are very few
good crops. Many farmers will not get off
sufficient wheat to ensure their being able to
carry on this year, unless hetter prices are
obtained. In the eastern part of my elec-
torate, and around Beverley and Pingelly,
wheat crops have heen badly affected. The
same thing applies to the Lake Brown dis-
trict. Further south the position is better.

The Minister for Works: There are many
worse districts than yours for poor erops.

Hon. . G. LATHAM : If that is so, tne
Government will bhave many problems to
face. I do not know how assistance can be
rendered to the industry except through this
legislation. Perhaps the Minister will ob-
tain reports from the Agriculéural Bank
officials showing what the actual position is,
so that we may have an opportunity while
the House is in session to find the necessary
money with which to earry on those who will
require assistance during the yvear. The Min-
ister said it had been difficult to obtain com-
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merecigl credit for the miners’ settlement,
probably due to the restrictive legislation
that has been passed during the last few
years. If that is so, it will be diffienlt to
obiain it for other settlers. The amount of
advances fo the miners’ settlement has ex-
ceeded £2,000, and the Minister is asking for
a continnance of the Act so that he may find
an additional amount. He told us there were
69 operative accounts in the miners’ settle-
ment. I find from last year’s report of the
Industries Assistance Board that there weve
85 miner settlers in the Southern Cross area
who were operating under the Aet. Perhaps
the Minister will tell nus if there is any
reasonable chance of those men making ends
meet. Year after year we have been pour-
ing money into the distriet. If we do exceed
the £2,000 allowed under the Agricultural
Bank Aect, and find additienal money for
those people, we shall only be building up
accounts for the purpose of writing them
down. It is time we took stock of what we
are doing. It is no use pouring money con-
tinucusly into this eoncern. We have had
experience of the group settlement, where
we spent millions of money and then boasted
about writing down the properties. The
people cannot continue deing that sort of
thing.

The Minister for Lands: Under your ad-
ministration—

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister had
better not talk about that.

The Minister for Lands: I will talk about
it later on.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : T shall have some-
thing to say, and some figures to quote, too.
The Deputy Treasurer has pat up figures in
a very concrete form showing where the
money went. r

The Minister for Lands: Bosh!

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Are we going to
do the same with the miners’ settlement? It
would pay handsomely to take those settlers
off their blocks and keep them in Perth,
rather than pay out £300 or £400 a year
without any hope of getting it back. The
Industries Assistance Board, in the last re-
port we have, stated that very little new
money had been found, buf that the refund
of proceeds amounted to £25,552. The
amount of new money advanced last year
was £1,028. The other money was made up
of re-advances. Recently an investigation
was conducted into the Agrieultural Bank
and the Industries Assistance Board, and in
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the report that was made the mistakes that
bave been oceurring were pointed out. The
Government now come along and ask that
those mistakes be perpetuated and not recti-
fied. I am anxious to help these people as
much as possible, but we ¢an only do so
within the limits of the money that is avail-
able. I do not know how mueh will be forth-
coming out of loan funds for the industry.
The Minister said this was an avenue in
which the Commonwealth Government might
assist if they could find the money, but I
am afraid we shall get very little help from
that quarter to enable us to earry on the
industry, it we are going to adopt the policy
of advancing money for the purpose of
writing down the indebtedness later on, It
would be preferable, with the money that is
available, to take these settlers off their
blocks. It would cost the country less to
do so, and we could direct the men into other
avenues, or actually keep them out of work,
1 do not know what assistance they might
get under the Mine Workers' Relief Act.
They were certainly sent there to give them
an opportunity because of the disabilities
they bad suffered arising from diseases iu-
curred while working in the mines. I do
not know what the state of their health is
or what is the actual posilion at the moment.
We cannot continue building up those dehts
under such cireumstances,

Mr. Warner: You would not suggest tak-
ing them off their holdings when there is a
chanee of a rise in the prices >f their pro-
duets?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is all a gues-
tion whether we can afford to keep these
men on their holdings. If they have built
up lishilities in excess of the £2,000 pro-
vided for under the Act, and the Minister
tells ws it is necessary for the Industries
Assistance Aet to be continued in order
that the liabilities may be maintained and
provision made accordingly, the position is
pretty hopeless. I trust the Minister will
delay the passing of the Rill until we see
what it is proposed to do under the new
legislation, and until we have the report of
the Industries Assistance Board dealing with
last vear's operations. If there is a reason-
able chance ahead of these men, I wani
them to get it, but, on the other hand, it
seems a very bad business proposition just
to make funds available under the Indus-
tries Assistance Act, with a view to writing
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the amounts off later on. I shall not raise
any objection to the passing of the Bill.
I am sorry the Minister is not delaying it
in view of the fact that he is to hand over
the activities of the hoard, together with
other undertakings, to the commissioners
who, it is proposed, will be placed in control
of the Agricultural Bank. I hope members
will realise what we are doing, and will
consider how far it is possible to find the
money necessary to assist the settlers with-
out continnally writing off portion of their
indebtedness,

HON. P. D. FTERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[4.471: It is a matter of great regret that
it becomes necessary to continue this legis-
lation from year to year. When it was initi-
ated in 1914, the year of the drought
threughout the agricultural areas, it was
hoped that in the eourse of a very few vears
it would be possible to wind up the legis-
lation, and that the settlers assisted would
be carried on in the ordinary way as clients
of the Agricultural Bank or clients of other
financial institutions. Owing to the posi-
tion with which we are confronted to-day,
it would appear that there will be more
necessity, unfortunately, for assistance to
certain clients of the Apgricultural Bank
under this partieular legislation than dur-
ing the past year or two. We have had
varying reports as to the state of the crops
in the main eastern agricultural belt. I
hope the report by the Minister for Apgwi-
culture is the correct one, and that the more
pessimistiec reports we have heard are not
aceurate. I know from authentic reports
I have received, that the depredations of
rust in the northern areas have been very
bad. I am afraid there are many farmers
in those distriets who will not be able to
carry on without assistance in some shape
or form. I do not kmow whence that assist-
ance can emanate unless it be from the
Government under this partienlar legisla-
tion. It has been reported to me that one
jute merchant in the metropolitan area, who
trades mostly in the northern areas, has
had eancelled more than 50 per cent. of his
baz orders from those parts. That is a seri-
ous state of affairs. Several of the prin-
cipal varieties of wheat in those areas are
so badly affected by rust this year that
great care will have to be taken to secure
the provision of seed requirements for next
year. Unless some assistance is rendered
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those farmers, I am afraid they will not be
able to carry on at all. I trust the Gov-
ernment at no distant date will make some
anncuncement, through the Minister for
Lands, as to what can be done for the
farmers who have scarcely any harvest at
all.  Many men have grown good erops
and, in the courze of a week or two, the
erops have disappeared. The rust has wiped
them away just as though a bush fire had
swept through the holdings. The Minister
said the other day that there were 1,393
farmers carried on under the Industries
Assistance Act. Tt is a great pity that the
number should be so large. The labilities
at the 30th June, 1934, were given as
£645,896, and interest owing £147,140. I
am afraid that, ander existing conditions,
there is little prospect of those accounts
being reduced this vear. I do not know how
the Minister will be able to collect the ordin-
ary current interest, let alone arrears. I
am afraid the farmers are in for a very
difficult time, and that they will have to fall
back on someone for assistance. I am won-
dering if this is not an opportune time for
a decision to be arrived at with regard to
the small percentage of farmers dealt with
nnder this legislation who are not worth
earrying on. There are a few square pegs
in round holes, and those men have never
made a success of their farming operations,
Western Anstralia cannot afford much longer
to carry on those men. It is not fair to the
good farmers, nor is it in the interests of
the State. The small amount the Govern-
ment have available for assistance should
be devoted to the good farmers. The in-
ferior type should be weeded out, and the
good men should reap the benefit of what
assistance is available. 16 is with great re-
gret that I am forced to agree with the Min-
ister that nothing can be done at present to
wind up this legislation, or until those
farmers who are operating under its pro-
visions are, by virtne of more fortuitons
circumstances than obtain to-day, placed in
a more satisfactory position.

MR. PATRICK (Greenough) [4.53]: I
would not have risen to participate in the
debate pad it not heen for the fact that
my district is the one chiefly affected by the
rust trouble, The Minister has stated that
he does not intend accepting any new
accounts under the Industries Assistance
Act, but I think it will be found necessary
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to provide some method of assistance for
many of the farmers. Resolutions from the
Geraldton Chamber of Commerce dealing
with this matter have no doubt been read
by the Minister. Ii is stated that, in view
of the prevailing conditions, some organisa-
tion will he required to retain sufficient good
seed wheat in the district for the require-
ments of the following season. In 1915,
when there was a rust cpidemic in my elee-
torate, I had 600 acres of good crop but
the greater part of it was reduced to a
failure. This vear somewhat similar eir-
cumstances exist. I notice that the W, A,
Wheat Pool estimate the average crop in
the northern districts at five bushels. When
it is remembered that those distrvicts have
always returned the highest average for the
State, members will appreciate what a dif-
ference the rust has made to the erops there.
It has been said we are to receive a certain
amount of financial assistance from the Com-
monwealth Government,

Mr. Wilson: It has only heen said.

My, PATRICK: If that assistance be
granted, the effect of whieh will be to bring
the return for wheat up to 3s. a bushel at
the siding, it will be of no value to farmers
who have no wheat (o sell.

The Minister for Werks: It counld he dis-
tributed on an acreage basis.

Mr. PATRICK: That would be the only
way in whieh it could be of assistance. The
other way it has heeu suggested the assist-
ance eould be used, is in writing down past
debts. That would he of no great value to
farmers who require seed wheat for next
year's cropping. It is of little use to them
to write down past debts if they have no
wheat with which to earrv on. I hope the
Government will find some way ont of the
present difficulty. It has to be remembered
that in the northern distriets in former years
we used to grow varieties of wheat that were
discarded on the recommendation of the
Agricultural Department. Now this year we
find those new varieties have suffered worst
from the rust. In those circumstances, the
department are movally responsible for somne
of the trouble experienced. If we had con-
tinued growing some of the varieties for-
merly used there, such as Gluyas, and Mar-
shall No, 3, the effects might not have heen
so disastrous.

The Minister for Lands: But the depart-
ment have heen responsible for good as well.
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Mr. PATRICK: That is so, but in the
northern districts the farmers were encour-
aged to use new varieties that have not with-
stood the rust. Therefore we must place a
eertain amount of the responsibility at the
door of the department, I trust the Minisier
will he able to provide some Government
assistance for farmers in the distriets T have
mentioned.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
M. . Troy—Mt. Magnet—in reply) [4.57]1:
In the eourse of his remarks, the Leader
of the Opposition referred to the miners’
settlement, and said that there were 69
miners’ accounts on the hooks of the I.A.B.
He said there did not appear to be much
use carrying on the settlement if there was
no hope of suceess. There is always hope
of suecess. The miner settlers are in no
sense distinct from the other 1,300 seftlers
who have been carried on under the I.AB.
since 1915,

Hon. C. G. Latham: The miners’ debt has
beer built ap during a period of some five
vears.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can
quote instances of settlers who have ineur-
red linbilities with the hank amounting to
upwards of £8,000,

Hoan, C. G. Latham: But those liabilities
have been ineurred over a period of 20
vears, not five years.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
hope is there for men who in 20 years have
built up such a load of debt? Am I to un-
derstand from the remarks of the Leader
of the Opposition that the position of the
1,300 farimers also is hopeless? Why stress
the 69 miner scitlers, when there are 1,300
other farmers who have been under the
board for a muech longer term and whose
liabilities are so much greater? I have nof
inspected the miners' settlement since last
I was in office. From what T can gather,
it seems fo me that the settlement has slip-
ped baek a bit. The miners started quite
well, but I am given to understand that a
number of them have not heen provided
with plant. I am concerned to know why
they have not been provided with plant
during the past three or four years. It is
perfectly hopeless to ask settlers to farm
without plant, and the question arises as to
why so many of these settlers were not pro-
vided with the equipment necessary if they
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were to make progress,
sons for it.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Could they run sheep
and stock?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, but
I was talking about plant.

Hon. C. G. Latham: 1f they could run
sheep, it might help them a bit.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
told some of them have not water supplies,
nor have any teams. I intend to find out
how many could have been supplied with
teams and were not supplied with them.
They cannot be expected to make good if
they are farming without equipment. I do
not know of any farmer in the conntry who
eould succeed in those conditions; in faet,
I am sure that none could. I do not know
why they have no equipment, but I am go-
ing to investigate the position before appor-
tioning the blame. Those settlers made a
very fine start, but in my opinion they have
slipped back during the last three years.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They eounld not help
slipping back in a year like last year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But the
Ghooli State farm is o very good indication
of what that eountry is capahle of produe-
ing. The result from that experimental
farm shows that it is an excellent farming
area when properly farmed.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: It is not the best
of the land, either.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, it
has a mixture of land. The miners’ settle-
ment is, in the main, particalarly pood land,
better than that at the Ghooli farm, but I
am afraid the seitlers have slipped back
during the last three years, and I do not
know what has been responsible for it.

Mr, Patrick: Even if they farmed well,
could they make wheat pay at 2s. per
bushel ?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: No, they
could not. In any event they cannof make
good the way they are going now.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Some of them are
not in the best of heslth.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: That is
true., Tn addition to which, I am told, they
have not teams nor equipment, which must
be a great drawback. T do not know why
they have not equipment, but T am geing
to make inquiries about that. We have to
keep on with these men. The whole of the
agrienltural distriets are being carried on
fo-day in the expectation that priees will

There may be rea-
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improve. Without that expectation, agri-
enftural settlers would have no hope at al.
The great majority of the people helieve
that prices will improve and that the pre-
sent is merely an unhappy experience.

Hon. C. G. Latham: And a pretty costly
one,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes. Bug
it must be remembered that when good

times come again .they may be fol-
lowed once more hy bad times. A
settler  cannot eseape that kind of
thing, unless he is very lucky. I hope

this unfortunate experience will not last
much longer, and that it will be followed
by brighter times. The Leader of the Op-
position referred to group settlements. I
am not sure that it was not under his per-
sonal administration that the Government
of the day put a number of settlers on hotd-
ings which, under my administration, had
been abandoned. Although they were writ.
ten down and eventually abandoned, they
were sold again for the value of the build-
ings, and the settlers occupying them have
received advances of up to £300 or £400. I
find that one seftler was offered a place for
£400 and subsequently got an advance of
£400. That is a poliey I have always con-
demned, namely settling people on useless
abandoned blocks. 1 am asked fo give an
opinion as to what the Government pro-
pose to do about the rust difficulty. “When-
ever 4 crisis oceurs business men, men in
commerece, wanf to know where the Govern-
ment come in.

Hon. C. G. Latham: At all events, we
should see to it that there is enough seed
retained in the district.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
there will he enough seed. I do not think
any settler will fail to get seed, probably
more fhan seed. If would be premature
for the Government to step in and say, “We
are going to buy this or that,” for when
the time comes we might not have the neces-
sary resources for the purpose; in fact we
know that we have not. Certainly in the
light of the rainfall the position is pot as
satisfactory as it might be. But this is not
the first time we have had rust in the north-
ern areas. We bave all experienced rust;
I, like others, have experienced it, yet we
have all gob sufficient seed, and fthis year
also no doubt we shall get sufficient seed.

Mr. Patrick: There are individual set-
tlers who will not.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
know who they are. I have had a look at
the erops, and I think the settlers will get
all the seed they want. I have asked for a
report on the posifion, so that we shall have
some facis to go upon. It is not being over-
locked. It would he premature to say what
ought to be done under this Aect, but I do
think that before resolutions are passed by
various bodies people ought to harvest their
crops, so that we might see what they get.
Then we would know definitely the aetual
position. Some question has arisen as to
whether it is advisable to sow wheat that
has been harvested from crops affected by
rust. Some people will say no. I remem-
ber that in 1915 they said yes. In 1915,
1916, 1917 and again in 1918, we all sowed
rusty wheat and got crops from it. Per-
sonally, if my wheat has any substance in
it T will sow it again. However, I am going
to have the position investigated.

My. Patrick: It is a good thing to gef
out of it if the wheat is badly affected by
rust.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
position will be investigated. I eannot say
just what will have to he done; everything
will depend upen the resources of the Gov-
ernment. I think the great majority of the
settlers will have seed wheat and a bit fo
spare. I do not agree that the department
is Tesponsible for the settlers growing those
wheats. Whenever the department thinks
of something good and it turns out wrong
everybody says the department is respon-
sible. If we say grow more wheat, we are
responsible, and if we say grow this or that
variety, again we ave respounsible. Bui the
settlers are all free agents. I as a farmer can
please myself what I grow and so, too, can
any other farmer. Those wheats which are
now showing rust, previously gave us a
great return, up to 10 and 11 bag crops.

Hon. P. D. Fergason: They increased the
State’s average by hushels per acre.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course they did. We have prided ourselves
on them and their resnlis. Wheat breeding
by the department has heen of material ad-
vantage to the farmers. Wonderful wheats
have been produced.

Mr. Wise: This State is the luckiest of
all in regard to rust.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We bave
to thank the department for many benefits
in regard to wheat, and we are not going
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to abandon those varieties because in one
year an unfortunafe condition prevails. As
for the Bill, the Agrieultural Bank in future
will be administered by new commissioners,
and so we hope there will be no further
necessity for a continnance of this legisla-
tion.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committes.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
hate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1934-35.
In Commitice of Supply.

Resumed from the 18th October;
Sleeman in the Chair.

Mr.

Department of Chief Secretary (Hon. J.
M. Drew, Minister; Hon. 8, W, Munsie in
charge of the Votes.}

Vote—Chief Secretary, £13,887 :

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [5.6]: The
Minister representing the Chief Seeretary
should be able to give us some valuable in-
formation of the work of the several divi-
stons. T shounld like te know whether hos-
pital and finaneial emergeney tax collections
are having any effect on the membership of
friendly societies. The Minister might also
inform us whether a teacher has been ap-
pointed for the printing eclass at the
Fremantle prison and whether, in addition
to instructing in printing, ruling, and book-
binding, the appointee is required to do
sentry work,

The Minister for Works: There are very
few lodgers in the institution now.

The Minister for Mines: There is no pro-
vision on the Estimates for such a teacher.

Mr. SAMPSON: If the teacher is re-
quired to do sentry work and those duties
necessitate Sunday work, it i5 too much to
expect of any man. I should like to hear
how the Hospital for the Insane is faring
in these bad times; whether the arrangement
made some time ago for a supply of fruit
for the inmates is being maintained or
whether the patients are being deprived of
fruit as part of their diet.
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HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[3.19]: On the Moore River near Mogumber
is a native settlement consisting of 12,000
or 13,000 acres, and unfortunately the whole
of that country is poor sandplain. One of
the difficulties experienced hy the manage-
ment is that of growing crops owing to the
poorness of the soil. Recently an Agricul-
tural Bank farm almost adjoining the settle-
ment has become vacant, The farm contains
some good eountry, and I urge the Minister
to take steps to acquire the farm for the
settlement. The superintendent of the settle-
ment is a first-class farmer, and I know of
no man in the State who conld put that farm
to better use. Tf it were acquired for the
settlement, much of the produece needed by
the inmates of the settlement could be grown
there. It wounld be suitable for dairying and
for raising fodder ecrops. I hope the Minis-
ter will give the matter econsideration at an
early date before the farm is aequired by
anyone else. I understand that it is vacant
at present.

ME. RODOREDA {(Roebourne) [5.211:
T should like to direet the attention of the
Minister fo the need for undertaking sur-
vey work on the North-West coast. The
sitnation that has developed at Onslow is
rather alarming. Vessels are now making
a practice of not approaching within ten
miles of the roadstead. Unftil five or six
weeks ago they anchored about half a mile
from the shore. One steamer met an ob-
struction that pierced one of her plates
and she had to go to Singapore for dock-
ing, and the ‘‘Koolinda’® has twice
grounded on the bank. I believe the prae-
tice of lying far off the port is to be ad-
hered to until a survey of the loeality is
made. :

The Minister for Mines: I believe a hoat
has been sent up there to make a survey.

Mr. RODOREDA: I doubt whether that
is correct. The boat that it was intended
to use is occupied in lightering eargo and
is available only when there is no lighter-
ing to be done. The conditions render it
almost impossible for the lighter to be
available because of the time occupied in
handling carge and waiting for tides in
order to get io the jetty. The matter
needs urgent attention as the lighters ean-
pot effectively work a vessel anchored ten
miles out. I have been advised that 6,000
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bales of wool have accumulated at the port.
The Government approached the Common-
wealth authorities to make their survey
ship available for the work, but were re-
fnsed point blank. The Commonwealth
survey boat had time to travel from Dar-
win to Fremantle in order that two or three
ratings might be tried for alleged insubor-
dination. Five or six weeks were wasted
on the trip and then the boat had to re-
furn to Darwin. The survey work in hand
at Darwin was ordinary routine work and
would not matter if it were held up for
12 months. That indicates the treatment
we receive from the Commonwealth. The
conditions at Onslow are bad enough ordin-
arily, but with this additional handicap,
it is becoming impossible to handle cargo.
The master of the ‘‘Koolinda’’ has also
refused to take his vessel into Balla be-
cause of having met an obstruetion there.
I bave been informed by lightermen that
the ‘‘Koolinda’’ was off her track at the
time. The officials of the Harbour and
Lights Department say there is not suffici-
ent trade to warrant expenditure at that
port. Since the master of the ‘‘Koolinda”’
refused to take his vessel into Balla, two
other vessels have entered safely and lifted
cargo. The ‘‘Koolinda’’ and other boats
have been calling there for many years
and had previously experienced no trouble.
I consider that the master of the ‘*Koo-
linda’’ should not have refused to call. He
is there to help the people, but his main
consideration seems to be to look after
himself. He has not shown consideration
for the people on the coast, especially at
lighterage ports.

AMr, Marshall: Who is the master of the
f‘Koolinda?’’

Mr. RODOREDA: Captain Buckeridge.

Mr., Marshall: At one time he was very
zood.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie—Hannans) [5.26]: I regret
that I cannot give detailed replies to the
questions raised by members. The re-
guests made by the member for Irwin-Moore
and the member for Roebourne will be
forwarded to the respective departments
for consideration. I cannot inform the
member for Swan regarding the questions
raised by him. There is no item on the
Estimates and no reference in my notes to
the probable effect of the hospital tax on
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the membership of friendly societies. A
report has been tabled, however, and the
hon. member may find the information
there. Regarding gaol printing, T do not
know that there is any need for an instrue-
tor other than a warder who is always on
the job. For all the printing that is done,
he is capable of giving the necessary in-
struction. The number of persons detained
in mental homes last year was 1,331, of
whom 872 were males and 459 females. At
Point Heathcote there were 82 patients,
41 of each sex. It is noteworthy that the
inmates of mental institutions represent
one to every 331 of the population, which
makes Western Australia the second lowest
of all the Btates,

Mr. Sampson: Our proportion has in-
ereased during the last year or two.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
not a bad record. The various points raised
will be brought under the notice of the Chief
Secretary.

Ttem, Correspondence Despateh, £327:

Mr. SAMPSON: Will the Minister inform
me what saving has been effected hy the
correspondence hranch compared with what
the expenditure would have been had all
correspondence gone through the post?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot
give the hon. member the information he
seeks. The department was established in
1914 to save money on correspondence, if
possible, and to give quick despatch to com-
munications between departments within the
metropolitan area. During the past year its
operations have extended to I sperance,
Waroona, Yarloop, Coolgardie and Wiluna,
Arrangements have now been made with the
Railway Department for the establishment
of this service in many other country centres.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Aborigines, £11,438—agreed to,
Vote—Regisiry and IFriendly Societies,
£9,771:

Mr. SAMPSON: T still think we should
be afforded informaticn in respect to the
effect of the hospital taxation upon friendly
societies. When a tax of this nature is im-
posed, it is likely to result in a decrease in
the number of members of these societies.
I hope such is not the case, but I would like
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information on the subject. What effect has
the hospital tax had upon friendly societies?
Has not the depression cast a heavier burden
upon them as well as upon hospitals?

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
not in order in diseussing the depression on
this question.

Mr. BAMPSON: It must have had an
effect upon friendly societies, which do so0
much good in the comnunity.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Guols, £25,939:

Mr, SAMPSON: I regret that the Minis-
ter is not in touech with these votes. I under-
stand that an instructor has heen attached to
the gaols for some time past. The late Mr.
Edwards was an excellent offieial and a first.
class tradesman. When he died, Mr. Alford
took his place, but subsequently vacated the
office. I disagree with the Minister when he
says that a warder has filled the position. It
has not been the duty of a warder, in the
strict sense of the term, to act as instruector,
although I am advised that the instructor is
expected to spend part of his time on sentry
work. If this offieial is required to work
sometimes on Saturday and Sunday, life is
being made altogether too strenuous for bim,
It is sufBeiently distressing to be in the Fre-
mantle prison for any length of time without
having a lot of extra work to do.

The Minister for Employment; We will
take your word for that.

Mr. SAMPSON: No doubt the Minister
knows something abhout it. An instructer
should not be called upon to act as a sentry.
[ hope the Minister will see that only reascn-
ahle duties are expected of the instructor,
such as would be assigned to a man in an
ordinary factory.

Vote put and passed.

Fote—Harbour and Light and Jetties,
19477 —agreed to.

Vote—Lunacy and Inebriates, £99,209:

Mr, SAMPSON: Will the Minister give
me some information with respect to the
rations issued to the inmates of these institu-
tions? Tn the stock world, a balanced ration
is required. It is important that the inmates
of our hospitals should get fruit. Many
years ago, several acres of fig trees were
planted at the Hospital for the Insane at
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Claremont. I should like to know whether
these have been cared for, and whether the
patients are receiving the fruit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
know anything about the fruit trees. TFor
the last 12 months more vegetables and other
produce have been grown at the Claremont
Asylum for the benefit of the inmates than
at any other time in its history. Not only
has sufficient been grown for their own re-
quirements, but a good deal has heen sup-
plied to other institutions.

Vote put and passed,
Vote—Qbservatory, £1,553—agreed to.

Department of the Minister for Mines
(Hon. S, W. Munsie, Minister) :

Vote—nMines, £112,533:

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie—Hannans) [543]: I am
pleased to he able to report that last year
not only was the progress continued in re-
spect to the ontput of gold, but there has
been a definite increase compared with the
previous year. I doubt whether the figures
for the current year will show as great an
inerease over the output of the year just
closed, but there will still be an increase
over the previous year, indicating steady
progress in the industry. It is easy to ex-
plain this situation. Last year saw the com-
pletion of two very up-to-date treatment
plants. Naturally the companies eoncerned
did their utmost to provide the greatest out-
put they could get, with the result that for
the year the increased output was consider-
ably above that of the year before. This
vear, the companies are eontinuing in the
same good way and are slightly inereasing
their output. The new plants, however,
have not had time this year to make them-
selves felt in relation to the ocutput. The
production for the third quarter of the cur-
rent year has been in excess of the produc-
tion for the third quarter for many years
past. I confldently anticipate that that
feature will be repeated in this year, 1934.
If it is, we shall be in a highly favourable
position as to output of gold. Seeing that
the industry has done so much for Western
Australia, and indeed for the whole Com-
monwealth, it seems worth while, even at
the cost of iteration, to give the fizures of
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Western Australia’s gold production. The
aggregate gold production of this State up
to the 30th September, 1934, is—

Par Value.
£171972,583

Australian Currency.
£181,788,829

Fine ounces.
40,485,766

In 1930 our gold output was 416,369 fine
ounces; in 1931, 510,572 fine ounces; in
1932, 605,561 fine ounces; and in 1933,
637,307 fine ounces. The increase in 1931
over 1930 was 94,203 fine ounces; in 1932
over 1931, 94,989 fine cunces; and in 1933
over 1932, 31,746 fine ounces. For the first
nine months of this year the output has
been 483,696 fine ounces, of a par value
of £2,054,613, or in Australian currency
£4,097,480. If we assume an equivalent
production for the last quarter of this year,
we can add to those figures 120,924 fine
ounces, of a par value of £513,653, or in
Australian eurrency £1,024,370. This would
give us for the year 1934 a production equal-
ling 604,620 fine ounces, of a par value of
£2,568,266, or in Australian ecurrency
£5,121,850. That is on the present value
of gold. My personal belief is that the
price of gold will go still higher. I have
reasons for making that statement, but
there is no necessity to express them here.
I do not mind saying that one of my reasens
is the turmoil in FEurope. The mere
thought of any nation going to war is suffi-
cient to make all nations endeavour
to aequire as much gold as possible. T be-
lieve that if there should be another war of
any magnitude, no country would supply
any other country with materials unless they
were puaid for in gold. Every nation is
secking gold to hoard. Therefore I helieve
that the price of gold will go still higher,

Mr. ¥, C. L. Smith: The nations will
borrow from one another.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tt is not
customary to lend gold.

Mr. F. €. L. Smith: The nations will lend
it to fight ane another.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Unques-
tionably mining investments in Western
Australia have proved fairly profitable dur-
ing the last 12 months. I acknowledge that
there is & boom, and that a great deal
of money is being subscribed for company
Hotations; but the actual dividends paid by
established mines during the year ended 31st



878 [ASSEMBLY.]
December, 1933, total £534,681, ecompris- Murchison, there will be an increase of st
ing— least 2,000 in Western Australia as a whole.
Lake Vi o st . 7% 000 The more the merrier. If we can fing pro-
ake 1ewW an ar - rt‘ le . . . s . .
Great Boulder Propnetary 65:625 El "lb ¢ emp[o:x ?“e“t in the mining industry
Soms of Gwalia 48750 or that additional number of men, ali the
Boulder Perseverance .. 37,438 better for the men and all the better for
ﬁouth Kalgul‘]ll Conselidated Ig;,?gg the State. As regards the prospecting scheme
ssociated Gold Mines .. z i ated
oo ranthoo (New) Ltd. 27:500 maugut:ha ed SEHEE 118‘.1;]10nli:hs ag?, I am
North Kalgurli (1912) . 18,750 ~ Mmore than satisfied with the results vp to
Princess Royal 5600  the present. The actual amount of money

In addition to these figures, the South Kai-
gurli Consolidated Lid. paid a bonus of
£31,250 and made a return of ecapital to
the same amount, £31,250. These amounts,
added to the dividends already guoted, show
a profitable retnrn to investors of £507,181.
Again, many of our mines are only now he-
ginning to reach the dividend-paying stage
—North Kalgurli and Wiluna, for instance.
There has been a fairly large increase n
the number of men employed in the indus-
try. The exaet number employed is not
readily ascertainable, though the department
have asked for refurns from the mining re-
gistrars throughout the State. 1t is easy
enough to arrive at the actual number of
men employed on wages, as each employer
has to furnish a list of the men so engaged.
However, there are thousands of men work-
ing in partnership—two men or perhaps
four men working on 2 show. Such men
are not included in any wages sheet. Up to
the end of March last there were 10,730
men cmployed on mines above and below
ground, besides 295 known to be working
on aliuvial gold. These figures give a total
of 11,025 men. Thus there are fully 11,000
men now directly interested and employz:d
in the mining industry, whereas three years
ago the corresponding total was less than
5,000, This shows what the mining indus-
fry has meant to Western Australia and its
people. I will go further and say that with-
in the next 12 months the total number
working in the industry will be at least
1,000 greater. ‘

Mr., Marshall: On the Murchison alone
there will be that increase.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
think the increase there will be quite as
zreat as that figure, although I hope the
bsn. member will be proved right.

Mr. Marshall: There is not much dounbt
about it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If we
et another 1,000 men employed on the

returned to the Treasury has not been ton
great, but nevertheless the scheme has meart
a wonderful benefit to our people, and espe-
einlly to our young men. There were in
Western Australia hundreds of young men,
particularly in the metropolitan area, with-
out any experience whatever of mining, and
with, seemingly, no possible outlook. There
were no jobs offering, except for an odd
one here and there. If a vacancy was ad-
vertised in the Press, there would he 60
or 70 appliecants for the job.

The Minister for Works:
dreds,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that an advertised vacancy for an ordinary
unskilled labonrer in one instance proguend
70 applieants, and in another 80. I can
state that from my own personal knowled-re.
The Mines Department and I were eriticised

Sometimes hun-

because, it was said, we had sent men
without experience out prospecting. Let
me frankly admit that we sent out

hundreds of young men, and probably
over 1,000, who were without experi-
ence. Wherever it was possible, though,
for us to do so, we sent out an experienced
man with a couple of inexperienced young
fellows, We did our best to ohserve that
rule, irrespective of the home town of the
voung fellows. I freely acknowledge that
we were heaten in some instances. We were
told all manner of tales as to mining ex-
perience. In various instances we found that
supposedly experienced men, when they got
on the job, were incompetent. I do not com-
plain of that. More power to young men
who would do everything possible to achieve
some good for themselves. They are the
class of men whao, in my opinion, eventually
make good. They want to do something for
themselves. That heing so, I am even proud
that in some instances we were beaten. The
officers of the department did their utmost
to ensure that one man of experience went
with every party.
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Mr. Marshall: 1t is a pity you did aot
apply Section 66 of the Police Act to some
ot those fellows!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In sev-
eral instances experienced men were not
availalle, The total number of prospectors
assisted since the inception of the seheme is
2,992, The number of men receiving assist-
ance, up to four day: ago, is 1,000, Mem-
bers may ask how the difference of 1,992 is
accounted for.

Mr, Warner: Have they made good?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not all
of them. Many of them bave made good
in two ways. Many of them are accounted
for by the faet that after gaining some
knowledge on the field, they were able to
obtain work in various avenues. Hundreds of
them have done that, and I do not object
to it. The prospecting schemme was in-
augurated for the purpose of providing
these men with an outlook in life, and to get
them away from the city, where there was
no hope of their securing work. At least
1,000 of them have got work. A percentage
of the men did not meet with suecess and,
becoming disgusted, returned within a month
or two. However, the crushings put through
hy men who have participated in the scheme
—I am not talking about those who ob-
tained help and paid back their sustenance
—totalled 12,550 tons, and the results of
the crushings gave 5,100 fine ounces. I
regard that as an exceptionally fine perform-
ance, People said that we sent out men
with no experience, and yvet they have been
able to produce that much gold. Then the
men who were assisted, but have sinece been
able to earry on by themselves, put through
5,000 tons for a return of 2400 ounces.
These figures give a total of 17,550 tons for
7,500 fine cunces of gold. That is a fine
performance, something of which we ought
to be prond. The amounts refunded to the
department by men who were successfnl
totalled £6,005 to the end of September last,
and the gross expenditure on the seheme to
that date was £58,368, representing a net
expenditure of £52,363. Estimating the value
of gold at £7 10s. an ounce, whith is a low
average—it would average much more than
that since the scheme has been in opera-
tion if we inclnded present values—
the gold produced by these men re-
presents £36,250, which has gone into
cirenlation,  Although the Government
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have ineurred an expenditure of £52,363,
we have a fair quantity of assets
vet. Some of the equipment has worn out,
but a considerable portion of it is still of
value to the department and represents
an asset for the money spent, But when
we have £36,250 worth of gold produced,
as against a net expenditure of £52,363,
members will agree that the scheme has
been successful. When we realise that aver
400 men who were, practically speaking,
down and out, have been sent out under
the scheme and have made good, have paid
back the sustenance they received from the
Government, and, on top of that, have
produced 5,000 tons of ore for a return of
2,400 onnces, and have repaid to the de-
partmeni no less than £6,005, what the
schemne means will be appreciated. But
that i not the end of the achievement.
Those me= have established themselves and
are prepared to go on with the work., In
two instances I kndw of, men have given
options over their shows and one man re-
ceived £7,000 in cash. The scheme has
given these men an outlock in life, and it
has proved a godsend to them, besides be-
ing, in my opinion, a godsend to the Govern-
ment and to the couatry. The majority
of the men who went from the metropoli-
tan area would have had to receive susten-
ance from the Government for which they
would give nothing in return, and in many
instanees they were becoming almost de-
moralised. It is a godsend to the com-
munity that the scheme has panned out so
well.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Do you iatend to
send out any more men now?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
prepared to say what we shall do until we
can secure some definite result from the
Loan Estimates. ‘When I am in that posi-
tion, I am confident that we shall be able
to send out some more men.

Mr. Cross: You should send out 504
more. '

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt is a good occu-
pation for young men.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
time ago I offered to send more men out,
and left it open for one week. I was pre-
pared to provide for between 300 and 400
men, and we had 890 applicants. It will
be seen, therefore, that there are still a
good many young men who are prepared
to accept the conditions, and I hope we
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shall be able to do something more in the
near future,

Mr. Piesse: Can you tell ns what pro-
portion of the men assisted were married?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, I
have not those details. I gave the fizures
last year but T have not the present per-
centage of married and single men respec-
tively. As to the gold mining industry
generally, that is not all this State has
done {o assist. For many years past there
have been men who have discussed the

position regarding the north of Western -

Auystralia and of Australia itself. Tt has
been stated that those parts represent a
menace to the Commonwealth. Personally
I do not believe it; T say that quite ean-
didly.  The people have referred to the
large empty spaces there, and regard them
as a menace, People have talked about
the wonderful potentialitiezs of the North
and what it is possible to do there. Despite
that faet, during all thése years no one has
been able to place a conerete scheme hefore
ns to indicate what c¢ould be done in the
North. The Commonwealth Government,
together with the Western Australian and
Queensland Governments, have decided to
carry out an investigation to ascertain what
possibility there is for developing the min-
eral areas of the North, and the extent of
those areas. At a conference I attended
in Melbourne, the three Governments con-
cerned agreed that £150,000, to be spread
over a period of three years, would be
made available for the purpose of earrying
out an aerial peophysical and geologieal
survey of Nortbern Australia.  Of that
amount the Commonwealth Government
are to find £75,000 and the Western Aus-
tralian and Queensland Governments
£37,500 each. That scheme is in opera-
tion now. An executive committece has
heen appointed and two conferences have
been held. It was agreed that, first of
all, an observational air survey should be
made to ascertain the most likely loealities
where a complete aerial survey should be
undertalken. That chservational survey
has heen completed, and the aeroplane
landed back in Melbourne yesterday. The
idea is to secure an equal area, if possible,
in each of the States and the Northern
Territory, snd to select the most likely
10,000 square miles of country in the north
of Western Ausirzlia, the Northern Terri-
tory, and Northern Queensland for the
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purpose of having an aerial photograph
taken of the country. After that work is
carried out, the photographs will be exam-
ined by geologists and geophysicists on
the ground. T was kept in touch with the

progress of the work every third
day from the time the ’plane left
Cloneurry, even when the observations

were made in Queensland and the Northern
Territory. 1 have a considerahle amount of
detailed information regarding the observa-
tions made in Western Australia, but T de
not think it necessary to read the reports
‘becanse they are fairly technical and pro-
vide deseriptions of the various rocks and
formations sighted. It iz not the intention
of the Government to carry the survey right
up to the Kimberleys. The 10,000 square
miles in this State will be lower down, and
I may just as well explain the reason for
that. There iz supposed to be a large belt
of mineral country in the Kimberley areas,
but at present it represents one of the re-
servations of the Western Mining Corpora-
tion. I could not see the advisability, or
necessity, for the Government surveying
that territory, seeing that we know, for a
positive fact, that the ecompany intend sur-
veying the whele of it. Under the conces-
sion the corporation obtained from the State,
the Government are to receive a complete
aerinl map of all air sorveys made by the
company in Western Australia. To date
the company have not derived any direct
benefit from the air survey, and they have
not got their plant complete, nor has their
geologist gone over the area as a result of
the aerial survey. The map is being ecom-
piled, and I have had opportunities to in-
spect it during its preparation. When it
1s completed and made available fo us, the
map will be worth tenz of thousands of
pounds to this State.

Ir. Marshall: I hope you are right, bui
I have no confidence in that sort of thing.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Perhaps
I could say that, ai the start, I had probably
less confidence in it than even the member
for Murchison. If the member for Mur-
chison could have the opportunity of perus-
ing the map and could hear the experts dis-
cussing it and pointing out various phases,
T think even he would be satisfied that there
are hig possibilities in aerial surveys. The
map will be the property of the State. The
territory that will be surveyed hy the Gov-
ernment will probably be from Marble Bar
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and the XNullagine up to the Ashburten
River. That is as far as I know at present.
I do not know the exaet locality, but in all
probability 10,000 square miles of that part
of tne State will be selected for the aerial
survey. The increase in prospecting aefivi-
ties kas given a wonderful impetus to the
operaiions of the State battery system.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The re-
sults from the State battery system are par-
ticalarly interesting. They suggest that
when the new mines reach the production
stage the increase in the State’s gold yield
will be very marked. T aniicipate that
this year the State batteries will handle a
greater tonnage than ever before in their
history. The estimated yield for the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June last, includ-
ing premioms, was £516,950, or approxi-
mately 10 per cent. of the total value of
the State’s produetion. Making a com-
parison over the last few years, in 1928,
with mining at its lowest ebb, the yield was
only £72,831, whereas last year it was more
than seven times as great as in 1928. No
new batterics were erected last year, but
all batteries were kept fully employed. Two
erection officers are continuously employed
re-modelling and increasing the efficiency of
existing plant. A further five-head is near-
ing completion at Kalgoorlie, with pro-
vision for still another five-head. There are
21 State batteries under full departmental
control, and fowr additional batteries are
leased by the State. A number of privately-
owned batteries also have been puf into
commission and carfage subsidies applied
to nearly all of them. No less than 90 per
cent. of prospeetors’ ore has been brought
by cartage subsidy within reasonable dis-
tance of a treatment plant. A complete new
tailings plant has been erected a{ Payne’s
Find, where the tailings are refractory
and low-grade. Twenty additional vats
have been added to existing tailings plants,
with a capacity of 600 tons per week. Tail-
ings treatment was persevered with daor-
ing the winter months. It was not alfo-
gether economieal, but we were getting be-
hind with the tailings treatment and so,
where possible, we worked right through the
year. That increased our costs a little, but
it was attempted with a view fo enabling
prospectors to obtain premium payments af
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the earliest possible date. Additional tail-
ings plants supplied during the year
give expectations that batteries will be
well up with the treatment of accumu-
lated tailings by next winter. An addi-
tional well was brought into comumnission
at Peak Hill to augment the existing water
supply. Crude oil engines were supplied to
several batteries for pumping, these replae-
ing old petrol-driven engines. Each of the
State batteries has been completely lit by
electric light. \When I took over office on
the last occaston I made a trip through the
goldfields, and at every centre I met a depu-
tation from the Prospectors’ Association re-
questing that the batteries should he better
lit. In the majority of cazes they were lit
sbiply by hurricane lamps, which is not an
altogether satisfactory lighting for the work-
ing of three shifts at State batteries where
our customers are putting through their ore.
So, having regard to the increased activity
in the industry and the inereased revenue re-
ceived by the department, I decided that
every battery should be supplied with elec-
tric light, and that has been done for all
the State batteries, Weighbridges have been
erected at Laverton and Sandstone, and most
plants are now thus equipped. We have
also established a fitting shop at the Kal-
rooriie State battery. Another alieration
benefieial to the prospector which has heen
made during the 12 months is that the Gov-
ernment increased the tonnage on which
tailings have been purehased from B85 per
cent. to 90 per cent. OLf course the con-
ditions of the State battery employees
have been improved, and they are now
back to the 44-hour week instead of the
18-hour week they were working previously.
The result of State battery operations for
the year ended 30th June, 1933, as ecompared
with the previous year was as follows:—
Milling, 95,107 tons as against 79,745 tons;
tailings treatment, 87,223 tons as against
66,351 tons. Each year shows an inereaseed
tonnage treated, and also increased tailings.
The figures show an increase for this year’s
comparison, as follows:—Milling 2,179 tons,
tailings 3,080 tons, That was the in-
crease last year over the previous year. The
total production from State batteries since
the inception of the system to the 30th
June last was, milled 1,805,781 tons for
1,588.194 ozs. Tailings treated have been
1,120,998 tons, for a yield of 241,606
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0zs, making a total value of £7,171,901.
Apart from gold produetion the State
also, during part of that time, treated
tin ore at Greenbushes. As a result
blaek tin was produced to the value of
£93,833, and residues £572. The total value
of the system from all sources therefore
aggregates £7,266,307, To the end of 1933
the estimated value of the premium on geold
treated at State batteries amounted to
£466,539, and to the end of June last ap-
proximately another £115,510 ean be added.
That is a very safisfactory resuli from the
Siate batteries. For many years those bat-
teries had to draw largely on Consolidated
Revenue. They were never inangurated in
the belief that they would be a payable pro-
position directly., They were instituted mofe
for the purpose of iesting fields in the in-
terests of the mining industry and to give
prospectors a chance to test fhe various
mines. There has also been a fairly big in-
crease in the activities af the Government
laboratory; with the inereased activity in
the gold mining industry the laboratory has
been exceptionally busy. We have done
more sampling this year, both at the School
of Mines and at the laboratory at Kalgoor-
lie, than ever hefore during the last 17
years. I had intended to say a good deal
in regard to mining reservations, hut in view
of the motion moved by the member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall} I will reserve
all that for my eomments on that motion. Seo
I have litile more lo say on the Mining Es-
timates. T hope and trust that the improve-
ment which has been going on for the last
three years will continue. If it does, the
mining industry will almost solve our un-
employment diffienity. My ambition from
heginning to end is to offer, where possible,
faeilities for the prospector; but the main
object I have in view is to get capital into
the country for the purpose of finding pro-
fitable employment for the average man.
In doing that we are on the right track. I
have pleasure in submitting the Mines Esti-
mates for 1933-34.

MR. F. ¢. L. SMITH (Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe) [7.40]: In my opinion the items
under this heading of expenditare will prob-
ably be the best investment to which the
revenue received during the year ean be put.
Some of those items cannot be increased,
particularly those which refer to the salar-
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ies of officers who, under the Governmert,
have responsibilities in the mining industry
relating to the conditions of the men work-
ing in the mines, It is always a great in-
centive for a man to do his work thoroughly
that he shall receive an adequate remunera-
tion commensurate, not only with the re-
sponsibilities of his position, but also with
the knowledge he has had to acquire
in order to attain that position, In my
opinion many of our officers with those re-
sponsibilities are underpaid. That is indi-
cated by our finding that we are losing some
of our best men, and that we have difficulty
in securing qualified inspectors for the re-
maneration whieh the Government offer
them. The figures given by the Minister
with reference to production in the indus-
try and the value of that production illus-
frate that we have in the mining industry a
prosperity in marked eontrast to every other
industry. We realise that that prosperily
is largely due to the increased value in eur-
rency terms of the gold. production, but
when we take into consideration the vast in-
flation that occurred during the war period,
and the vast amount of debis contracted in
terms of the inflated currency, the gquestion
arises whether the price we are regeiving
for our gold is the correct value for the
production. What should be the price of
a ecommodity such as gold, a commodity that
is not consumed, that is dug out of the
mines by miners at the risk of their lives,
and, after being sampled in bullion, is
placed in another hole in the vaults of the
banks? We are told there is a searcity of
gold in the world, that there is insufficient
gold to finance the exchanges of industry.
If there iz a scarcity of a commodiiy for
which fhere is unlimited demand, what
should the price of that commodity be if
the price were not artificially controlled?
Sinee many nations have gone off the gold
standard and since their currencies are not
now tied to that standard fixed by Aect of
Parlinment determining the weight of the
sovereign and the fineness of the gold con-
tent, industry everywhere has been stimu-
lated. The further they have departed from
the gold standard, the preater has been the
productivity and activity in every industry.
Does not that indicate that the measure of
stagnation still existing in industry, not-
withstanding the deparfure from the gold
standard, is due to the fact, not that the
price of gold is too high, but that it is not
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high enough? During the last four or five
vears the world could nol have stood up
to a perpetuation of the pre-war valuation
of gzold and debt in terms of the currency.
The maintenanee of gold as a basis of ex-
change—it is stili the measure of all value--
has been made possible only by expanding
the value of gold in terms of the currency
and artificially correciing the amount of
debt that a given quantity of gold would
liquidate. Through such expansion artifici-
alily controlled, national and individual in-
debtedness lias been brought within bear-
able limits. but fixed claims in the
shape of debts still wvastly exceed in
terms of wuseful commodities the value
that attached to them when they were
incurred. Tt is through the use of gold as
a basis of corrency and through the control
of gold that the industrial conditions and
welfare of the people have been controlled,
and that the people are coerced and com-
pelled to endure conditions that are not
commensurate with the measure of the in-
debtedness they are rightly entitled to
assume in the terms of commodities. Be-
cause of that we are to-day confronted with
poverty and unemployment, and every in-
dustry in languishing. We congratulate
ourselves upon the faet that gold in the
terms of currency is twice its former price,
but its price in the world to-day, wherever
it is expressed, is governed by certain irre-
sistible economic conditions that have foreed
up the price in the terms of currency, and
have compelled the measure of justice that
respective (fovernments have meted out to
debtors. Thus we find in France that gold
is five times its pre-war currency value, and
if has less evil influence on the economy
of the country than has manifested itself
throughout the British Empire. Not until
zold in the British Empire is five times its
price in sterling as compared with the pre-
war price will debtors and creditors with
debts expressed in terms of inflated currency
get justice, or industries now languishing
experience a revival as industries produe-
ing essentials to existence. The Minister
has told us of the vast quantity of gold pro-
duced in this State, According to the min-
ing report, the quantity of gold exported
and minted in 1932 was 605,061 fine ounces
valued at £2,572,260, while in 1933 the fig-
ures were 637,207 fine ounces valued at
£2,706,683 calculated at £4 4s. 11.45d. per
ounce. Consequent upon the increase in the
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price of gold, producers received an ad-
ditional £1,831,383 in 1032 and £2,179,571
in 1933. Nearly double the standard value
was received during the year 1933. The
increase in the price of gold has brought
lodes of much lower value into the profit-
able zone of mining. The average value of
the ore mined in 1933 fell to 34s., compared
with 38s. in 1932, ealculated on the gold
standard basis. We have reason to con-
gratulate ourselves that in this Siate is a
vast aoriferous area from which we can
produce such large quantities of gold.
There is reason for congratulation also on
the assistance that gold production has
afforded towards financing government, to-
wards creating employment in the Siate,
and generally towards relieving economic
difficulties. But there is another side fo the
picture of gold mining. T refer to the con-
ditions that prevail in the industry. While
we may congratulate ourselves upen the
vast amount of production and the large
number of men employed in the industry, as
well as the avennes it has opened up for
new employment, the industry nevertheless
is of a very hazardous nature. In that re-
spect it is not altering. Stafisties bear ont
that the hazards in the gold-mining indus-
try are as great to-day as ever they were.
The report of the Mines Department shows
that during last year there were 22 fatal
accidents in mines, of which 21 occurred
in gold mines, and the verdict in each of
the 21 eases was that no blame was attach-
able to anyone. Those fatal accidents in
the gold-mining indmstry were either
preventable or inevitablee If we are
to be guided by statistics and by the

verdicts of coronial inquiries, we can
come to no conclusion other than
that they were secemingly inevitable.

We can say, therefore, that the inseparable
characteristic associated with the produe-
tion of gold in this State is that more than
two men in every 1,000 employed in the
industry will lose their lives each year.
More than two men in each 1,000 em-
ployed in it this year are either dead or will
be dead as a result of fatal aceidents du-
ring the year. The accident deaih rate
has not altered in the last five years. In
1929 it was 2.13, when there were fewer
men employed in the industry than now.
In 1933 the death rate was 2.06, As the
number of men employed increases so does
the fatal accident rate imcrease. In 1920
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5159 men were employed in the mining
industry, and 11 fatal aceidents oceurred
during that vear. In 1933, 10,690 men
were employed in the industry, double that
of 1920, and 22 fatal aceidents oecurred, or
double the number in 1929. The serious
aecident incidences of the industry show
the same comparative results. In 1932
when 8,695 men were employed in the in-
dustry, 380 accidents occurred. In 1933
when 10,690 men were employed 546 seri-
ous accidents occurred. This serious and
fatal aceident rate raises the question
whether these aceidents are avoidable or
inevitable. We should at least strive to
make them avoidable. To that end the
shift bosses and foremen employed in the
industry should give evidence of their
qualifications for the positions, and show
that they ean insiruct men fo come here
and go there, Experience no doubt is the
best school in whieh such men can qualify,
but scme responsible officials in mining to-
day, holding positions in which they ean
direet men into places which possibly en-
danger their lives, have not even qualified
in the school of experience. I know of one
man who was a shift boss in the induostry,
whose previous experience was gained in
the cooking department of the Great West-
ern Railway. It is a question that should
seriously e counsidered, that of the quali-
fleations of shift hosses having power of
direction.

The Minister for Mines: I am already
doing that by amending the regulations
which provide for the gualifications.
“Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: That is long over-
due. If the fatal and serious aceident
rate in mining is inevitable, and cannot be
avoided by putting qualified men into posi-
tions of control, those men who face the
hazards of the industry, who work in it,
have not had the hazards recognised in
the remuneration they receive. Another
aspect of the gold mining industry, and one
that is of very serious econsequences for
those employed in it, is that of dust and
ventilation. There has not been mueh im-
provement in that conneetion. The annual
report of the Mines Department on that
subject for last year discloses the follow-
ing—

The careful attention given by our staff to
the ventilation and sanitation of the mines dur-

ing the year has resulted in improved working
conditions. The improvement effected in ven-

[ASSEMBLY.]

tilation has been due firstly to getting the air
under better ¢ontrol, and secondly to the regu-
lation of firing times. All devclopment euds
are ventilated by means of blowers as now rer
quired by our regulations. These blowers and
the regulation of firing times have materially
assisted in keeping the working faces frec from
dust and film, Nevertheless, Mr. W. Phoenix,
our senjior inspector of mines, has drawn at-
tention to the faet that the volume of air pass-
ing through the mines at Kalgoorlie in recent
years has been decreasing rather than increas-
ing, whereas on the Rand Mines the volume of
air entering the mines is now 214 times greater
than in 1926, He quite rightly urges that the
principal deep mines should now give serions
consideration to the question of inereasing ven-
tilation by mechanical means.

This statement is an indiebment of the min-
ing industry and those who control it in
this State. I do not know that it is not
an indietment of the mining regulations.
Apparently they do not provide for im-
proving the conditions in this connection.
I know that some reference to the sub-
ject is made in the mining regulations. In
each place in which it is referred to it
is merely stated that an adequate supply
of pure air shall be provided. It says
this air shall be made to circulate from and
into shafts, winzes, levels, underground
stables and all working places of such
mines, and f(ravelling ways to and from
such places, in such quantity as will main-
tain the same in a fit state for working and

passing  therein. There is nothing
definite about that regulation. The
question whether an adequate amount
of air is passing through  will

always be a contentious one under such con-
ditions. There will be differences of opinion
as to whether an adequate amount of air is
passing through. From perscnal experience
I do not know whether this adequate supply
of air is maintained or not. The report of
the inspeetor can lead one to no other con-
clusion than that in South Afriea the matter
has heen dealt with more effectively than it
is here. If we look at the regulations apply-
ing to South Afriea in connection with air,
we find that the provision is very much more
definite than if is in this State. These regnla-
tions were in force in 1926, the year referred
to by Mr. Phoenix in his report. They say—

In every mine included in the list of mines
framed under Section 2 of Act No. 19 of
1912, the quantity of fresh air supplied for
ventilation purposes underground shall he such

that for every person employed underground
not less than 30 cubic feet of air shall be sup-
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plied per minunte during the full period of the
24 hours.

_ Mr. Phoenix tells us that since that dafe
when these regulations applied in South
Africa the air is 214 times greater than it
was then,

Mr. Lambert: Their mines are a coupie of
thousand feet deeper than ours.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: I reulise that. One
big mine on the Rand sank a shaft purposely
for ventilation. On the City Deeps in South
Africa before 1922 the management sank a
shaft at the cost of £10,000 for no other pur-
pose than to ventilate the mine. Cur mines
are also getting deeper, and as they go down
the conditions are likely to become worse.
Inspector Gibbons in his report on the Lake
View said—

An extensive programme of development
work hag been planned for 1934, and the end
of the year should sce the Chaffers shaft down
to 3,000 feet helow the surface. This level
will be the greatest depth yet attained in
West Australian mining, exceeding that of the
Patterson shaft, Ivanhoe mine, which has
reached a vertical depth of 3,640 feet.

It is obvious that the deeper our mines go
the greater necessity there must be, if the
conditions are to be improved, for effective
ventilation. Having in mind the fact that
there is legislation in this State to eontrol
the conditions in factories, and to ensure that
people employed in workrooms have an
adequate quantity of air and proper ventila-
tion, I venture to say that if the best condi-
tions in mining were paralleled in the
factories, there would be a hue and ery
throughout the State against such conditions
in factories. Apparently these condifions
are to a great extent inseparable from
mining. It is known and recognised that the
conditions of mining are such that they
militate against the health of those employed
under them. That was recognized when the
Bill was introduced in the first place for the
regulation of mines, and Parliament pre-
vided, although there was an industrial
arbitration Act in force at the time, for 48
hours’ work in the mining industry. The hours
laid down by the Arbitration Court in those
days were 47 per week, That provision in the
Mines Regunlation Act was a recognition that
the hours should be controlled in the gold
mining industry by Parliamentary regulation.
It was a recognition of the fact that the
conditions pertaining to the industry were
not comparable to those of any other in-
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dustrv. Sinee that date we have obtained
much fresh experience of those conditions.
As a result of examinations undertaken by
the laboratory, the vast extent of the sili-
éotic and other diseases incidental to the
industry has become known to us. I see
no reason why we should not as a Parlia-
ment, in view of the experience available to
us, in view of the statistics relating to dis-
ease and the iveidence of disease in fhe in-
dustry that are at our disposal, fix the hours
of work at s much lesser seale than that
prevailing in other oceupations. But what
do we find? That the hours underground
are 4, the same hours for miners working -
all day in silicions dust which iz making in-
sidious inroads upon their health, as for a
man digging a pipé line for the Water Sup-
ply Department. In the hours fixed by
Parliament ihere should be a recognition of
the eonditions of men werking in the mining
industry, a recognition of the fact that the
work is of such a nature as to justify a
considerable reduction of hours relatively Lo
those prevailing in other industries. In
every other part of the world that fact is
recognised. Only recently Czecho-Slovakin
came to a general agreement that its indus-
tries, with but few exceptions, should work
40 hours per week. In the lignite mines of
fiermany  only 40 hours per week are
worked. In the French eoal mines the hours
are only 40 per week. In English conl
mines 714 hours per shift are worked, he-
ing slightly in excess of the hours worked in
our mining industry. However, the Feder-
ation of Coal Mine Emplovees recently ear-
ried a resolution to use every means in their
power, both nationally and infernationally.
to reduee the hours to seven per day, and
ultimately to six. This practice of redue-
ing industrial bours, and particularly tha
hours of men employed in industries dele-
terious to health, is being followed in every
country. It is high time that a more hn-
manitarian outlook was adopted in Western
Australia with regard to hours in the min-
ing industry, and that parliamentary re-
cognition was given to the fact that the
men working in the industry are deserving
of a lesser mumber of hours than that pre-
vailing in any other industry. The results
of the last examination, which for some rea-
son or other seem to be execlnded from the
Miines Department'’s report on this occasion,
show that the incidence of the disease in the
mining industry is still a considerable fae-
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tor. Tle silicosis early cases were 11.2 per
eent; the silicosis advanced ecases 1.8 per
cent. ; silicosis plus tuberculosis cases .4 per
cent.; and tuberculosis cases .1 per cent.
Having regard to the fact that there ave
now more men employed in the industry,
we have to realise that this .1 per cent, which
refers to simple tuberculosis, still represents
one in every 1,000 of the men employed in
the industry during 1932, who at the begin-
mng of that year, with the aid of improved
plant and radiographis technique at the
Kalgoorlie laboratory, were deelared to Le
normally free from disease. Yet at the be-
ginning of 1933, when the examination I
refer to took place, it was found that one
in every 1,000 ot the men had during the
intervening period contracted tuberculosis.
I have heard it said in this Chamber that
one can get tuberculosis in any industry,
that men with tuberenlosis are to be found
in all industries. But it is to be rememberad
that the men I speak of had 12 months pre-
viously been submitted to examination and
found to be normal. Nevertheless, in 12
months' time they have eontracted the tuber-
culosis germ, which is so easily contractable
in underground work. The early silicosis
cases showed an inerease last year. In 1932
they were 8.7 per cent, and in 1933 11.2. In
South Africa that kind of case, notwith-
standing all that has been done there to im-
prove conditions in the mines, is still oe-
curring at the rate of about 300 per year.
The fact that we had an inerease of early
silicosis cases in 1933 as against the pro-
portion obtaining in 1932 seems to indi-
cate thaf there is mueh to support the eon-
tention of Mr. Phoenix that the air supply
in the mines of the Golden Mile is deereas-
ing whereas it should be inereasing. I do
not find much cause for encouragement in
the figures of the 1933 examination.
I know that they refleet an improve-
ment as compared with those of 1925,
but we have to Dbear in mind that
in that year there was the first exam-
ination, that many of the miners were with-
drawn from the industry in that year and
subseqnent years, and that since then many
new men, with elean records of health, have
gone into the industry, and that to-day some
of them are numbered amongst the early or
the advanced silicosis eases. There is not
much encouragement in the figures, after
all, because the improvement shown might
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have been expected from the fact that the
general standard of health of men employed
in the industry was betfer as the result of
the engagement of new men, who had been
examined by the laboratory and found to
conform to the standards set up. The only
other matter I wish to refer to is in con-
nection with the Miners’ Phthisis Act and
the Mine Workers’ Relief Act. When the
latter was before the House, I veferred to
it, with not the best choice of langauge, as
the most stupid piece of legislation I had
ever heard of. I have not now much cause to
modify that stntement. I still consider that
o great deal of stupidity is indicated in
legislation whieh differentiates in the amount
of compensation to men who have become
afflicted in the mining industry and who have
similar claims to compensation, As the re-
sult of the Mine Workers’ Relief Act, men
who are prehibited from working in the min-
ing industry because of having contracted
tuberculosis, receive less compensation than
those similarly prohibited under the Miners’
Phthisis Act. Obviously, that faet gives rise
to dissatisfaction and complaints—in my
opinion, justified complaints. Under the
Mine Workers’ Relief Aet a married man
who js probibited from working in the min-
ing industry gets half wages for himself and
gets nothing for the wife; or the proper
way to put it would be, that he gets nothing
for himself as the result of having a wife
dependent on him. On the other hand,
under the Miners’ Phthisis Act such a man
pets half wages for himself and £1 per week
for his wife. Ii is easy to understand the
resentment which must he felt hy the man
prohibited under the Mine Workers' Relief
Act. It is also easy to predict, when legis-
lation of that kind comes forward, that such
differentiating circumstances will he set up
and will give rise to dissatisfaction. In my
opinion, the whole question of miners’ com-
pensation needs to be faced, with a view
to being put on a proper basis.

Mr. Marshall: It cannot be argued that
that is eompensation at all. The miners pro-
duce the fund themselves,

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: Ii is questionable
whether even the mining companies are get-
ting a fair deal under the proposition.

Mr. Marshall: I do not know about that.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: It is questionable,
too, whether the Mine Workers’ Relief Fund
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will ever be able to bear the vast liabilities
that have been placed upon it under that Aet,
It is quite evideut that the Act aimed not
at ameliorating the conditions of men who,
because they were afflicted with disease in
the mining industry, had to be compensated,
but at relieving Consolidated Revenue of
some pavments under the MMiners’ Phthisis
Act; aimed at getting hold of some of the
vast accunulations of money that had
acerued to the State Insurance Office under
the Third Schedule to the Warkers’
Compensation Act. That, apparently, was
the intention of the wmeasure, and the
sole objective that was considered. As
a resalt, the Act has been a piece
of legislation most diffieult to adminis-
ter and wost difficult to understand.
As to its provisions, these were misrepre-
sented in this Chamber when the legisla-
tion was introduced. Certain amendments
have since had to be made to effect neces-
sary alferations. The trouble is that no
one seems to understand where they are
under the Aet, or what is the meaning
of many of its provisions. The layman
puts one construetion upon them; members
of Parliament place their construetion upon
the provisions of the Act, and then the
legal fraternity say they mean something
else. For instance, I understood that
under the Act provision was made for the
re-admission of men who showed signs of
early silicosis only—men who had worked
five years in fhe mining indostry—and
that they could be insured under the Mine
Workers® Relief Act. I found that was
not the position. A man in Kalgoorlie the
other day told me he had been admitted
to the mining industry on a re-admission
certificate that lasted for 12 months only,
and that he would have to go up again for
re-examination before another re-admission
certificate would be issued to him. He
also said that he had signed seme deelara-
tion that he was not eligible for compensa-
tion if he contracted any of the diseases
ineidental to mining operations.

Hon. J. Cunningham: That is nof on a
re-admission certificate.

Mr. F. C. L. SMITH: That is what he
told me. TUnder whatever certificate he
was re-admitted, the fact remains that de
ductions are made from his pay every week
for the Mine Workers' Relief Fund. So
we do not know where we are under the
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provisions of the Act, and, in my opinian,
it is time the State faced the position.
There are possibilities of the gold mining
industry extending and of large numbers
of men being emploved in it. The guestion
arises as to whether it would not be better
to have the mines seheduled as they are
in South Africa and so relieve the swmaller
mining propositions, in the earlier stages
of their existence, irom the cost of insur-
ing under the Miners' Phthisis Aect. I
recognise the problem involved is a big
one but it certainly seems to e, after
reading through the report furnished by
Hon. J. Cornell, M.L.C., on his return from
South Africa in 1922, that if the condi-
tions have not altered in South Africa
sinee then in regard to compensation for
diseases contracted by men emploved in
the mining industry there, then the basis
upon which ecompensation is paid in that
Dominien represents an improved system
compared with thal prevailing in this
State. I trust that during the present
Parliament, or at any rate during the term
of ollice of the Government, the whole ques-
tion of compensation paid in respeet of
diseases incidental te the mining industry
will be investigated with a view to framing
legislation that will put it upon a much
more equitable and efficient basis than at
present, without reduecing the measure of
compensation that is provided for suel
cases under the Miners’ Phthisis Aet.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coolgardie)
(8.35]: 1t was pleasing to hear the opti-
mistic speech by the Minister in submitting
the Mining Estimates whilst most members
were exceedingly interested in listening to
the informative and well-considercd speech
by the member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe.
To have in this Chamber a man so inti-
mately informed upon the working condi-
tions in the mining industry, particularly
with regard to ventilation and sanitation,
is of advantage even to those who repre.
sent wholly or partially mining electorates.
I do not intend to traverse the ground
covered by the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe regarding the causeg that led to
the inflation or deflation of gold, nor yet
to consider the question whether the more-
ments have operated to our benefit or
otherwise. Some time ago I read a well
prepared book that was sent out by the
secretary of the Empire Parliamentary
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Association. It made rather tedious read-
ing, and I do not kunow that after I had
read and digested its contents, the position
was made very clear to me. I have at least
the satisfaction of knowing that, after
three weeks or more of hard tedious read-
ing, I discoverad the fact that right down
from the middle ages there has heen in-
flation and deflation associated with the
whole of our metals.  Correspendingly,
right down the ages, commodity prices have
been affected. For instance, right from
the tenth or twelfth century to the time of
Henry VIIIL, whenever a monarch required
more money with which to wage wars, he
merely ent the enrrency in two. He re-
called the existing coinage and instead of
having one sovereign, he issned two. That
obtained until gold was standardised about
the sixteenth century.

Mr, Needham: Ausiralia did a good deal
of that during the last war.

Mr. LAMBERT: That is so, and if any
member is interested in the question of the
inflation and deflation of metals and the
corresponding relationship to commodity
prices, he will find in the library a very
fine work dealing with that phase. It
traces the position right down from the
middle ages. Reverting to the speech de-
livered by the member for Brown Hill-
Tvanhoe, particularly with regard to the
working econditions in our mines, it
is mnecessary that a watehful eye
be kept on the health and welfare of the
workers in that industry. The position on
the goldfields can be compared with that
obtaining on the Rand in South Africa.
Within the next two or three years some
of the mines at Kalgoorlie will reach a
depth approximating that of the Rand mines
to-day. Most members will agree that the
best possible conditions and the strietest
supervision should apply in our mines. A
monument to the stupidity, or possibly to
the neglect, of those who earlier coutrolled
the mines of this State, is to be seen to-day
in the sad spectacle at Wooroloo. We do
not desire a repetition of that. With our
mines getting down to such depths, there
will of necessity be enforced upon the em-
ployers the need for lowering the hours of
work in the deeper levels. The price ob-
tained for gold to-day would justify that
attitude on their part. I want to draw the
attention of the Minister to some particular
items in his Estimates. I am constantly in
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touch with officers engaged in the different
activities grouped under the Mines Depart-
ment. I certainly think it is time the Min-
ister reviewed the salaries paid to the Under
Secretary for Mines, the Siate Mining Engi-
neer, the Government Mineralogist and
Analyst, the Assistant Government Analyst
and Toxicologist, and the Principal Mining
Registrar. Those officers have experienced
a lean time for some years, although they
have been carrying out very important and
progressively extending work. Now that
the mining industry is in a much more pros-
perous condition, I hope the Minister will
consider the advisability of raising the re-
muneration of the officers menitoned to sums
more in keeping with their duties. For in-
stance, the Under Secretary for Mines is
in receipt of £768 a year. He is probably
the lowest paid Under Secretary in the Pub-
lic Service. I understand Mr. Calanchini
performs many other duties. The State
Mining Engineer and Chief Inspector of
Mines receives £480, which is not £10 2
week.

The Minister for Mines: But that is for
part of a year only. His salary is £650,
although I admit that is too low.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am pleased to have
that admission from the Minister. In
view of the increased mining aectivity and
the augmented revenue derived from it, I
think it is time some of the senior officers
were given increased salaries. Certainly
their work should be recognised in some
more tangible form than is expressed in the
Estimates. Generally speaking, the admin-
istration of the Mines Department has given
greal satisfaction. There are some who find
fault with its operations, and in respect of
some of the problems, they are reasonably
debatable. Nevertheless the policy inaugur-
ated by the present Government has given
general satisfaction, not only to the mining
industry, but throughout the State generally.
With regard to the position of miners whe
were advised to leave the mines in the inter-
ests of their own health and that of
others working underground, some of those
men were settled in the Yilgarn distriet and
some in the Cue district. After spending
the better part of their useful lives in min-
ing operations underground, they have been
settled on the land. I readily admit that
the Government of the day felt the men
were fitlingly recompensed on sccount of
the disease they contracted arising out of
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their former occupation. I hope the Gov-
ernment will amend the Miners’ Phthisis
Act with a view to giving these men some
adequate compensation. They are not fit
for the work on their agricultural blocks,
and unless the Government c¢an afford them
some solace for the remaining years of their
lives, their lot will be a sad one indeed. Even
if the proposed tax on gold profits were to
be slightly increased so as to give these men
commmensurafe compensation, T do not think
the big mines would make the slightest ob-
jection.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.46]:
I desire to thank all the officers of the de-
pariment for their courteous treatment of
me and my transactions during the pericid
under review. They are all experts in their
" line, and I have never found them wantinyg
either in advice or svmpathy in their ad-
ministration of the department. They have
treated me with every respeet and courtesy,
and I wish to thank them one and all. I
propase to start on a subjeet vaised by the
member for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe (Mr, F.
‘C. L. Smith). T would request him not o
refer to the Mine Workers' Relief Fund us
compensation. Tt is not compensation, as is
demonstrated by the fact that the men have
to contribute their quota of the cost. Tt
was an anomaly that erept into the amend-
ing legislation introduced hy the previans
Government. When the Third Schedule of
the Workers' Compensation Ack was intro-
duced here, the argument advanced hy the
Minister for Works was that a man injured
in the course of his emplovymeni was just
a5 much ontitled to eompensation as was
any other individual who had suffered an
accident. But the Minister did not say that
when an injury to health was hrought about
by emplovment, the person who suffered an
immediate aceident was contributing 9d. per
week to the funds from which he was de-
riving compensation. What he said was
that a man injured suddenly in the course
of his employment was entitled to compen-
zation becaunse the industry had inflicted the
injury upon him, and so the industry should
carry the compensation for the injury in-
flicted, That was quite right: but when
the Minister introduced the Third Sehedule
he still argued on those lines and said that
if a person were injured in health as a
result of his emplovment, he also should he
compensated. But when the Act was amended
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and the Mime Workers' Relief Fund Act,
the Third Scbedule of the Workers' Com-
pensation Act, and the Miners’ Phthisis Act
were amalgamated, the whole aspect of
compensation vanished, and introduced
snidely in the measure was a poliey of in-
surance, not compensation at all. That was
the chief point on whieh I opposed the
measure, namely that it was no longer com-
pensation, and that we were ecalling upon
sufferers injured in industry to pay infto a
fund to compensate themselves. The mem-
ber for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe was guite right
in the remarks he made about the diseve-
paney now transparvent. Tt is pathetic {o
think that when in Opposition we shonld
have permitted the measure to go throngh
without a more vigorous fight than we put
up. I join forces with the member for
Brown Hill-Tvanhoe in the hope that the
Government will take the emrliest opportun-
ity to reconsider the whole of the 3ine
Workers’ Relief Fund Aet, with a view to
amending its conditions so as to let those
suffering injury frem their employment
know exaetly what eompensation they wiil
ret, and let us see to it that each individual
is eompensated in proportion to his injuries,
T do not know whether the Government will
do that, but T hope they will. Tt is not fair
to ask a man who contracts a disease pe-
euliar to the industry in which he is work-
ing to contribute towards his own compen-
sation, And it is mean that a sufferer from
chest eomplaint due to long service in a
mine shounld get less compensation per weck
than a man who suddeuly finds himself with
an injurved finger, and is paid balf wages,
whereas a man suffering from T.B. may
receive only 23s. per week and, in course of
time, may get even less, his payments being
regulated by 2 board. T hope that ano-
maly will be apparent to the Government
and that they will take steps to overcome
the difficulty. YWhy should a man whe has
suffered occupational injury have to contri-
Lute towards his own compensation, while
the victim of an immediate aceident contri-
butes nothing? An injury inflicted by in-
dustry should be an obligation on industry
to pay, no matter what the nature of the
injury may be. I do not know whether the
member for Brown Hill-Ivanhoe has heen
emploved underground in a mine, hut from
his remarks T should think he haz not. The
suggestion that the shift boss or foreman
should be a qualified, experienced man be-
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fore he takes that position is quite good;
but I may inform the hon, member that
that will not reduce accidents in any degree
whatever, will not render the slightest pro-
teation to the workers. Because all shift
bosses, and men of equal responsibility, are
engaged solelv in plaeing men, allocating
their work and generally travelling at high
pressure to see that the work of the mine
is being done. All the shift hoss can say to
a man is, “Go there and do sneh and such a
thing.” He has no more leisure than has any
other man in the mine. What is acually
happening is that cur goldmining in-
dustry is being Americanised, everything i
heeoming a task with a view to speeding-up,
and no regard whatever is heing paid to
the men. I happened to take a special in-
terest in one or two coraner’s inquiries in
a certain town, having been delegated by
the A W.U. to represent them. There is not
the slightest doubt that in one fatal acci-
dent the vietim was absolutely murdered.
The usnal verdiet was given, compensation
was paid, and there the matter ended. No
shift boss, experienced or inexperieneed,
could have averted that fatality. For a time
the management, in order to minimise acei-
dents, fatal and otherwise, put on a safety
gang. In that there was some virtne, for
the shift boss, noticing a dangerouns place as
he went ahout his routine work, could call
upon the leader of the gang to proceed im-
mediately to that place because it was dan-
gerous, and see aboult protecting the men
there. That was quite good, but seemingly
it was too expensive for the company, and
so the safety gang was abolished. Here
is the position: Unsuspeeting individuals,
many of whom have never previously seen
a gold mine, are chosen because of their
appearance and physique, and are set a task
in a certain place of which they have not
the slightest knowledge as to whether it is
safe, dangerous or very dangerous. They
know nothing whatever about the work, and
their superior officers are not concerned
about it. They set those young fellows a
definite task, and say, “You do that, and if
you are fatally injured it will be your bad
Inek” The Mines Regulation Act eonld well
be amended in many different ways; first
of all, by the shortening of the hours, and
then by stringently forcing every mine man-
ager to make it the leading policy in the
conduet of his managerial position that
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gafety shall come first, and the production
of profits next. One approaches these Esti-
mates with considerable satisfaction. Gold
mining is the one industry in this State
that is thriving and enjoying full prosperity.
If we could have locked our doors against
all migration when the price of gold com-
menced to rise, I do not think there would
have heen one unemployed person in the
State to-day.

Mr. Patriek: You think a lot of people
have come from the other States?

Mr. MARSHALL: Of course they bave.
The number of people who hive come from
the Bastern States—unfortunates who had
been unemployed for years—and have en-
tered the gold mining industry is astound-
ing. We are pleased to see them here, If
my father had not migrated heve vears ago,
f would have died of starvation. Western
Australia is doing the same thing for the
Eastern States to-dey—saving many of their
people from starvation, We are all pleased
to be able to assist the other States in that
way, but it is a great pity that many of
our city people do not go to the goldfields
where profitable employment can be oh-
inived, instead of looking for Government
Johe on sustenanee. I am astonished at our
own people allowing others to come in and
take the ereawn. I suggest that it would be
hetrer for many of them to forsake the
neagre pittanee offered by the Government
—the best obtainable in the circomstances—
ang aceept in lien a good livelihood on the
goldfields, I admit that life there is not as
confortable as it is in the city, but some
reward is to be had for the sacrifice made,
and men get something like reasonable com-
pensation for their labour.

The Minister for Mines: You know there
are some unemployed on the goldfields now,

Mr. MARSHALIL: And there always will
he. Migration from the other States is con-
tinuing. T have been astounded at the num-
ber of new arrivals in my electorate from
the Eastern States. I hope that our own
people will secure their share of the good
that the goldfields have to offer. I disagree
with the Minister—I seldom speak withont
disagreeing with him on something—regard-
ing the expenditure on aerial surveys.
I eannot aceept the theory that a man flying
at great height and speed and taking pie-
tures of the country below can, on examining
the pictures, discern mueh that will he of
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value. 1 might be wrong, but 1 think time
will prove me right. T would rather have
the inoney expended on good practical
prospecting or boring on known lodes and
deposits that were badly managed in the old
days, such as those at Peak Hill. I would
rather have surveys made by a geologist with
his feet on this planet. He has a greater
chance of telling where gold might be found
if he has his foot on the lode than has a man
a thousand feet in the air. Like many of
the present-day fantastic ideas, they may be
all right from the theoretical point of view,
hut they are costly and give very little result.
I shall watch with great interest the results
of the aerial survey, but I feel sure that in
the eourse of years the aeroplane will be dis-
carded for the horse and eart, and the old
prospector will do the job that the aerial men
fail to do. T would rather have a diamond
drill doing practieal work at boring and
have practical prospectors examining the
country than spend such a large sum of
money ¢n what I econsider is an experiment.
Anyhow, I would let someone else try it first.
I would have waited to see what resnlts were
obtained by the company. I believe they nre
operating from Jimblebar. 1 wish them
success and hope they will be rewarded ten-
fold for their expenditure, but T shall be
surprised if they are recouped for their ex-
penditure by any discovery made from the
air. One of the most importani needs of
gold mining 1is erushing faecilities for
prospeetors. As one who has had lengthy
experience in the treatment of ore, I tell the
Minister, although his expert advisers will
disagree with me, that the State batteries are
Just about in a disgraceful condition, at any
rate those in my electorate. I make that
statement because everywhere in my elee-
torate there is a demand for inereased crush-
ing facilities. Prospeetors everywhere are
waiting. I am told by the expert adviser—
the Superintendent of State Batteries—that
there will be only two months’ delay. A two
months’ wait means that two months’ more
credit, must he given by other people to the
prospector, provided he is not under the
Government scheme, but if he is, another two
months is too much. Although the expert
advisers of the department contend that the
State batteries are equal to many of the
private batteries, the fact remains that better
results could be obtained if more up-to-date
and efficient plant were maintained. Our
batteries are allowed to deteriorate. Whether
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this is due to rivalry between the managers
or to shortage of funds on the part of the
Government, I do not know, but the battery
at Peak Hill and the battery at Cue, prac-
tically a new one, are not all that they might
be by a long way. I am told that the cam
shafts that have broken at Peak Hill were
second-hand. I do not eare whether they
were first, second or third hand; the fact re-
mains that they were hroken in 18 months.
The hattery facilities for repairing such
breakages are primitive, and instead of the
repairs taking 236 hours at most—if the
work took longer on a hig battery, an ex- -
planation would be demanded—it takes eight
to ten hours. That means eight to ten hours
of erushing lest. I could go on pointing out
anomalies in the State batteries in my elec-
torate. I want the Minister to get a liberal
vote and put the batteries into a really
efficient state, so that every minute can be
devoted to the erushing of ore.

The Minister for Mines: Do you know of
any hattery in the world that ean go on
crushing year after vear without sustaining
hreakages?

Mr. MARSHALL: N,

The Minister for Mines: Neither do I.

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not arguing that
point. T am contending that our batteries
are allowed to fall into such a state of dis-
repair that they hecome inefficient.

The Minister for Mines: That was
position, T admit.

Mr. MARSHALL: They are not too good
even now. If the money were available, not
much would be required to effect a sub-
stantial improvement. Another point is the
housing at remote State batteries. MMen are
conveyed out for liundreds of miles and
there is no home for them to go to. They
have to get the Dattery ready to operate,
and no hut is provided in which they can
camp. That is hardly fair. The Minister
expeects a man to give him efficient service,
and vet treats him in a manner that makes
efficient service impossible. What with hav-
ing to scramble to get food and ito get a
place to sleep in, and at the same time get
the machinery ready for crushing, no man
can render efficient’ service. The sooner the
Minister wakes up and ensures that the men
are properly housed, the better. Many years
ago I argued that it was foolish policy on
the part of the State to permit a battery,
once installed, to he removed. T have always
argued that it would be worth while to close

the
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a battery down temporarily, save for an
oceasional visit to see that it was all right.

The Minister for Mines: They would be
stolen, lock, stock and bavrel.

Mr. MARSHATL: Almost any State bat-
tery could be stolen now, even while it was
being worked. The stealing paxt to which
I am referring was done by the department.
They stole the Mt Keith battery to keep
the Wiluna battery going, and they stole
the Mt. Egerton battery to keep Peak Hill
going. Now we are to have a baltery at
Mt Egerton and another at ALt Keith.
There would be more men on those fields
to-day if the haiteries had not been removed.
The prospectors cannot make it pay when
they have to cart their ore 80 or 90 miles.
The neccessary part of the battery was not
stolen, as the Minister suggested, though
sheets of iron and tanks might have van-
ished. The essential part of the battery
remained intact until the department re-
moved it. Now there is a demand for bat-
teries at those places. When I first entered
this Chamber 14 years ago, I argued that
it would be sound policy to leave the bat-
teries where they were until they were again
required. Quinn’s is another battery in my
electorate that has been removed, and pros-
pectors have had to cart their ore for dis-
tances up to 45 miles. The few batteries
that remain are just holding together. They
are now taxed to their limit. Prospectors
are leaving the distriet because of the lack
of crushing facilities. If a few pounds had
been spent upon the batteries, the men af
those places would have been satisfied. The
Government have not profited to the extent
of a penny by taking the batteries away.
I do nob suppose the officials know what
has become of them. When the Egerton
battery went to Peak Hill I do not suppose
£10 worth of value went with it.

The Minister for Mines: Oh ves, it did.

Mr. MARSHALL: A battery at Mi.
Keith would be the salvation of the dis-
triet. The prospectors are all the time eall-
ing c¢ut for crushing faeilities. The Min-
ister should devise some scheme for improv-
ing the output of the State mills. Every-
where on the Mnrchison the batieries are
months behind, with the exception of that
at Wiluna. Every district outside Wiluna
is over-taxed. Meekatharra is kept going
all the time. The position at Cue and Peak
Hill is the same. The batteries cannot he
stopped for a minute. As it is, the pros-
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pectors have to wait their turn. That is in-
juvious to the distriet. Tt is no use pay-
ing them 13s. a week to go prospecting,
for if they find something worth while they
may have to wait two or three months be-
fore getting a ¢rushing through. Many
men go away in consequence of that, and
goodness knows what they have left be-
kind. The Minister should call upon his
officers to devise means to increase the ton-
nage dealt with at State batteries. If he
would have the batteries puf into a better
state of repair, an improvement in the
situation would soon be manifest.  Even
that would searcely be sufficient to eope
with the rapidly increasing demand for the
services of these batteries. Men are com-
ing into the districts from all over the Com-
monwealth, and spreading out everywhere.
I have never seen $0 many men in search of

gold, even during the days of the
boom. They are naturally ealling for
State battery facilities, so that their
stone may be crushed, but these bal-

tertes are failing dismally to cope with the
situation. They are <oing the best they
can, but all the time are pushing Peter on
in order to pay Paul. To relieve
the hattery at Meekatharra, prospectors are
obliged to cart their stone an additional 26
miles and then lo rail it for another 40
miles. A few years ago there were 20 pros-
pectors out from Nannine, and to-day there
are hundreds. Probably there would be
more but for the reserves. There is a State
battery at Tuckenarra. 1 visited it quite
recently, It has been leased for many years.
1t is neither fair ner right that the prospee-
tors of the Tuckenarra distriet should be
penalised bhecause the State battery is leased,
compared with others who can send their
ore to a State-ownéd battery that is also a
State-controlled battery. The Tuckenarru
district is growing rapidly, but there is a
shortage of water for the State battery. The
present lessee has spent about £200 in hor-
ing for water, but has failed to get it. He
has only a tenure from day to day, and 1
have told him it is not his job to ereate a
State asset. IE water is nceessary, then the
State shounld provide it. If a cam-shaft
hreaks, the State should put in a new one.

The Minister for Mines: If a man is pre-
pared to lease a battery, he should keep it
in repair.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, having regard tfo
fair wear and tear. A cam-shaft, or the
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stenning, is liable to break at any time.
The lessee should not have to replace such
parts, nor should he be obliged to create
assets for the State. Why should he put
in a new eam pulley when a new one is re-
quired because of fair wear and tear? The
ofiicials at other State batteries do ot tell
the prospectnrs they must pay for a new
cam pulley. It is very fortunate for the
Governnent that they can lease this bat-
tery. They are saved any further trouble
and annovance, and on the basis of ls. pet
ton for all ore erushed, they do well. T am
told the Government have refused to assist
the lessee of this battery to obtain a water
supply. He tells me that if he conld get the
Government to find water, he is prepared
to add another five-head to the battery. He
has the framework there ready and the
pumps are ready for the water. 1 told the
lessee it was the duty of the State to supply
the water. T hope the Minister will give the
matter his immediate attention. The bai-
tery is a good revenue-producer for the
State. The lessce pays so much royalty.
Nearly all the State-worked batteries are
lozing propositions.

The Minister for Alines: Not last vear.

Mr. MARSHALL: All the concessions
that were given prospectors have been taken
away. The Government stil! maintain the
two-grain rate for treatment. That is a
good price having regard for the value of
gold. Then there is a 75 per cent. extrac-
tion, and the deduection for moisture ane
wastage of 10 per cent., so that the Govern-
ment are on the right side, They can af-
ford to be more liberal in the money they
spend in the upkeep and maintenance of
State batteries. There is no need to have
ramshackle batteries that are constantly fall-
ing to pieces,

The Minister for Mines: They are not
falling to pieces.

Mr. MARSHALL: T know more about
the batteries than the Minister does. T have
seen them in my electorate.

The Minister for Mines: You do not know
more about hatteries than I do.

Mr. MARSHALL: T could lose the Min-
ister on that subject. The Peak Hill and
Cue batteries are not a eredit to anyona.
I care not what the superintendent or the
Minister may say; they are not in a state of
efficiency beeanse they stand so much in
need of repair. T have just seen them my-
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self. I am not satisfied about the batteries
in mv electorate. The prospectors in the
Tuekenarva district are paying more for
their erushings than others are. The AMin-
ister should sec that that district is given
a suiticient supply of water, so that the ore
may be crushed when necessary. The Gov-
ernment ought to be well satisfied with the
revenue they get from the battery, and
should provide those thinrs that are neces-
sary to keep it moing, I join with the
menther for Brown Hill-Tvanhoe in deelar-
ing that it is time Parliament veviewed the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, and that some
consideration was given to n readjustment
of hours for miners on the zoldfelds who
work underground. T thank the officers of
the department for the manner in which
they have treated my rvequesis, and I also
thank the Minister for the svmpathetic
manner in which he has received rvequesis
I Lave made to him personally.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. S.
W. Munsie—Hannans—in reply) [9.28]: 1
thank members for the manner in which
they have received these Estimates.

Hon. C. (. Latham: And you should
thank those who have kept nquiet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes. I
desire to reply only to two or three points,
I will go into the matter of a water supply
for the Tuckenarra baitery as early as
possible. T do not know exactly the condi-
tion under which the lessce is working.
The department spent more money last
year in repairing and renovating State bat-
teries than was spent in the previeus five
vears. In the case of four batteries, one
of whiech is in the clectorate of the member
for Murchison, the department put in new
foundations under the boxes.  That was
done last vear. There has also been an
improvement in the power of State bat-
teries. The Cue battery is now a 10-head
battery. The member for Brownhill-Tvan-
hoe said that men working in the mines
on a re-ndmission ticket were not entitled
to compensation. That is not true. Any
man who gets a re-admission certificate
from the laboratory, and secures a job on
a mine, is as mnch entitled to compensa-
tion as any other wman,

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: But he cannot cet
the re-admission certificate.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sign
dozens of them every fortnight,
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Mr. F. C. L. Smith: Not many for my
electorate,

The MINISTER FOR MINES:: Quite a
number., A re-admission eertificate gives
a man all the benefits available under the
Act.  The only disadvantage for him is
that he is not permitted by the Inspeetor
of Mines to work in the return air. That
is done for his own benefit. One would
think from what the hon. member said
there was also a hardship in the faet ihat
the certificate lasted only 12 months. But
as a matter of fact, the ticket of every
other man working on the mines, even if
he is absolutely free from disease and de-
clared to be perfectly healthy, lasts only
12 months, and he must obtain another
ticket the next year or he will not be able
to get a job. So that the man with the
re-admission certifieate is in no worse posi-
tion. If a man is in Kalgoorlie, he ean
apply at the laboratory for examination.
However, that laboratory is eontrolled by
the Commonwealth, and not by the State;
and we cannot get the Commonwealth to
ercct a laboratory in every mining centre.
In all probability, what has happened in
the case referred to is that the man ob-
tained what is known as a special certifi-
cate. The man told the member for Brown
Hill-Tvanhee that he was working on a re-
admission certificate; but if he is not en-
titled to compensation, then he is working
on what is known as a special certificate.
If the hon. member will give me the man’s
name, I will see that he is reimbursed every
penny that he has paid inte the Mine
Workers’ Relief Fund. Under the Act he
is not ecalled upon to pay inte that fund,
and is not entitled to compensation.

Mr. F. C. 1. Smith: That is the law.

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: That is
the law as it stands now. The provision
was inserted in order to give a chance of
employment to a man who was not suffer-
ing from tuberculosis—if so affected, he
vould not get n certifieate at all.  There
Even a man with
advanced silicosis can get a speeial certi-
fieate for a job on the surface. The obhject
of the provision was to enable mine mana-
zers who were willing to do so, to give
some light job on the surface to men who
had worked for them in previous years, men
whom they could not employ if entitled to
compensation. A man with a speeial ecer-
tificate is not entitled to compensation,
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Under the Aet he does not pay into the
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, and the com-
pany would mnot ®he Lliable to pay
workers’ compensation insurance premiums
in rTespect of him under the Third
Schedule.  Those things are definitely
laid down by the law as it now stands.
Therefore I say there is a mistake some-
where with regard to that re-admission
certificate.

Mr. F. C. L. Smith: T will give you the
man's name afterwards,

The MINISTER ¥FOR MINES: I shall
be pleased to have if, and to inqguire into
the case. Tf any man with a re-admission
certificate is told by the company that he is
not entitled to insurance, the company must
be brought to book, and will be, quick and
lively. TIrrespective of whether o company
did or did not say what has been stated, and
Brrespective of whether the company insured
the men or not, under the Aet as it stands
suelt o man iz entitled to compensation. I
have no {inther reply to make in eonnection
with the Mines Estimates.

Vote put and passed.

Department of Medical and Public Health
(on. S. W. Munsie, Minister).

IMote—Medical, £32.976:

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
5. W. Munsie—Hannans) [9.36]: In con-
nection with the Department of Publie
Health T have not mueh that is new to re-
port. Some progress is still being made,
I shall not go over all the activities of the
department, bhot there are two matters I
wish to deal with particularly on this Vote.
First of all, during the past year we have
completely altered the conditions of medical
service in the North-West, though not yet
throughount that area. I have not the slight-
est wish to reflect in any way npon the past
work of the medical profession or the nurs-
ing staff in the North, but I think it will
be admitted by all who possess any experi-
ence of the North that the method of medieal
service hitherto obtaining there was abso-
lntely inadequate. It was a method unfair
to the people of the North. The practice has
been to appeint a distriet medical officer
with a subsidy ranging from £250 to £609
a year. For that subsidy he was suppesed
to treat indigent eases, to do necessary work



[23 Ocroser, 1934.)

in connection with the Police Department,
and to attend to aborigines. The sysiem
has not worked too satisfactorily. In some
cases doctors bought practices in the North,
and the Government paid them subsidies.
Bui under those conditions the Government
had absoluiely no control over the doctor,
except by withdrawal of the subsidy. The
department cannot go any further than that
Affer a good deal of discussion between the
department and a commiitee appointed by
the British Medical Association an arrange-
ment was arrived at whereby applications
for the posi of medical officers in the North
would be considered by a committee com-
prising representatives of the British Medi-
eal Association, the Pastoralists’ Associu-
tion, and the Medical Department. The idea
is to appoint, wherever practicable, young
doctors, and to pay them £1000 a year as
fuil salary and not by way of subsidy. They
are to do all necessary medical work within
their vicinity, but any fees they charge are
to be collected by the department, and not
by the doctors themselves, The fees will
go into the funds of the Medical Department
for the purpose of reimbursing part of the
salaries of £1,000 to be paid. Appointments
of doctors under the new system have al-
ready been made at Wyndham and Broome,
and applications are now being called for
a similar appomtment at a fhird centre in
the North, In my opinion, the Htate will
not suffer financially by reason of the pay-
ment of the salaries of £1,000 a year, be-
cause the fees to be collected will just about
balance the difference between the former
subsidies and the salaries. The objective
is to get young men for the North, and to
limit their service there to three years ai
the outside. A dectof who stays the full
three years will be given six months’ leave
on half pay, partly io enable him to bring
himself up to date in his profession, We
could not introduce that scheme without
altering the conditions obtaining in regard
to hospitals in the North. Xor the sake of
economy the previons Government leased all
Government hospitals in the North. A sav-
ing may have resulted, but personally I dis-
approve of the arrangement. I disapprove
of it more strongly as applied to the North,
because of the isolaiion of the North, than
as applied fo any other parl of Western
Australia. In the more thickly popu-
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lated distriets it would not be nearly
so ohjectionable to lease hospitals as
it is to lease them in the XNorth, for
it the people in the centre directly
gserved hy a leased hospital do not
care for the treatment there, they can at next
to no cost go to a neighbouring centre where
there is another hospital. That is not
possible in the North, where the hospitals
are hundreds of miles apart. Further, the
person who leases a hospital—irrespective of
how genuine he might be, and many of them
are genuine—will not extend the same facili-
ties to indigent cases as would be given in a
hospital econtrolled by the Government.
Thercfore we have cancetled afl hospital
leases in the North, and have taken the insti-
tutions hack to be eonducted as departmental
hospitals. I wish to give eredit to the Aus-
tralian Inland Mission for being the first to
organise and establish the flying docfor sys-
tem in Australia. They have endeavoured
to establish a branch of that system in West-
ern Australia. I believe it will come to pass
that the very best of the young medical men,
not only of Western Australia, but of Auns-
tralia, will be applicants for the position of
flying doctor once the seheme is established
bere. I want it to be so, if practicable. I
believe that when the complete chain of fly-
ing doctors has been established, the quali-
fication set up for members of the aerial
medical service will be as high as, or higher
than, that of any other medical service in
Aupstralia. T want to see young doctors en-
couraged. It is mnecessary to give them
reasenable conditions, and they will get them,
They will get them under this scheme. Now
that the new aerial mail service has been
established, only a few weeks should pass
before the Government will be able to come
to an agreement with the eompany for an
aeria] service in the North. Indeed, I be-
lieve arrangements are just about completed.
Quife recently we have appointed Dr. Alan
Vickers to Broome, even though only tem-
porarily. I consider Western Ausiralia ex-
ceedingly fortunate in being able to secure
that gentleman’s services as the first flying
doctor under the North-West scheme. Dr.
Vickers has had nearly three years’ experi-
ence of such work ai Cloncurry. We gave
him the appoiniment at Broome for two
reasons. One was to keep him in Australia,
and the second to give him practical experi-
ence of the conditions prevailing in the North
before the time comes for the appointment
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of the flying doctor. There need be no doubt
on the point; when the first flying doctor is
appointed, he will be Dr. Alan Vickers. That
deals with two improvements we have effected
in the North, one with regard to hospitals
and the other with regard to medieal services.
TUnder the existing system, some of the inci-
dents recorded in the North during the last
18 months or two years could not possibly
happen. I will not go into details just now.
The new system adopted stands out as an
Immense improvement in the econditions in
the North, from the point of view of medieal
service. Jt was rather strange to receive
criticism from the people of Wyndham when
it was suggested that the doctor who had
appointed there might have to do some flying.
Irrespective of who they may have been,
doetors who have been at Wyndham for the
last 20 years have had to drive out by pony
and trap or, later on, by motor ear, to render
medical servige, even though an aceident
should have aceurred upwards of 200 miles
away from the port. They did not object to
that. In fact, I believe the people of Wynd-
ham would have objected if the doctor had
refused to undertake the duty. On the other
hand, immediately it was announced that the
doctor appointed at Wyndham might be re-
quired to use the aeroplane, should the neces-
sity arise, the Wyndham residents strenu-
ously objected and said they required the
services of a doctor every minute of every
day. Well, they will not have them. If an
accident occurs, the doctor, who receives
£1,000 a year, will go out in response to the
eall, If he does not, he will be sacked. I
am positive that the people of Wyndham
will agree that he should do so. The Com-
monwealth Government recognised that they
had done a disservice to Wyndham when
they eut that township out of the North-
West air

mail service, In consequence,
they have called tenders for a weckly
mail service from Wyndham, where an

agroplane will be sitnated, to Hall's
Creek, where the service will link up with
that from Catherine and thence to Perth.
The ’plane will be at Wyndham with the
cxception of four hours on one day per
week—two hours to HallPs Creek and two
for the return journey. The Commonwealth
aunthorities have agreed to that without re-
quiring the State to pay anything, and have
agreed also to pay all the flying expenses
of the doctor, for the first year. I jumped
at that offer, and most decidedly the doctor
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will take advantage of the ’plane should it
he there when a eall is received. Neverthe-
less, it is strange that when I tried to do
something for the people, I received objee-
tions from the Wyndham residents.

Mr. Coverley: Yon were misunderstood,
becanse the departmental officer told half
the tale only.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
addition to the departmental officer, a Min-
ister of the Crown explained the position
almost word for word with what I have said
to-night, and the Wyndham people still oh-
jected, T do not know, nor do T care, about
their objection. If the doctor is there and
the 'plane is there, he must go ont in re-
sponse to a eall

Mr. Coverley: The Wyndham people have
been without any doctor at all for weeks at
a time,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Of
course; and it was ridieulous to raise such
an objeetion.

Mr. Coverley: The objection was not
taken on the ground you have supgested.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Is there a landing
gronnd at Wyndham?

Mr. Coverley: Yes.

Mr. Wise: About five miles long:

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: A
far better one than at Darwin, which has
been made the air port. Wyndham shounld
have been made the air port.

Mr. Sampson: It cerfainly should have
been.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Tt
would have been, if justice had been done
to Western Australia. There is one other
matter I want to mention in connection with
the Health Department. Here again we
have received criticism for not doing all we
shonld with regard to relieving the posi-
tion of nurses in our various institufions
respecting working bours and accommoda-
tion. Western Anstralia is a big State. The
Medieal and Public Health Department has
an immense territory to cover, and many
activities to conirol. Our duty is first to
relieve those who are most in need of re-
lief. At the moment we eannot find money
for everything. Ever since we have been
training midwives at the King Edward
Maternity Hospital, the trainees have spent
nine months on the midwifery course and
three months on a course in mothereraft,
Those trainees have received no salary; in
fact, in one hospital only in Australia do
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such trainees receive a salary. In no train-
ing school for mothercraft are trainees paid.
In no other institution are they trained for
mothereraft certifieates without the pax-
ment of a premium of at least £10 and, in
some ingtances, they have to pay £20. We
have never charged premiums, and we have
paid no salaries. In some instances we have
accepted trainees at the King Edward Hos-
pital, and we have charged a premium be-
cause the trainees had no previous medieal
education. Those young women desired to
hecome midwives and, aos they are required
to serve a longer period, we make them pay
a premium, but give them no salary. The
reason for that is that we do not desire to
encourage that sort of thing. It would he
better if we did not undertake the tuition
of such trainees. I believe nurses who de-
sire to get their midwifery certificate should,
in their own interests and in the interests
of the mothers, have had some previous
medieal training. For that reason we dis-
courage the system. I have agreed that
murses who go there for training shall be
paid a small remuneration and not be re-
quired to pay any premiums. Therefore in
that respect our Health Department is in
advance of those of the other States. That
improvement has been authorised during the
last month or twe. I have nothing to add,
except to say that T do not suppose there
will be a general discussion on the hospital
fund, bnt rather on hospitals generally.
With regard to the hospital fund, the eol-
leetions last year totalled £154,228, and the
total cost of collecting was £3,248, or 3 per
cent. That, I think, is exeeptionally geod.
Practically the whole of that money is ex-
pended on the maintenance of hospitals. We
have been able to earry out some slight re-
pairs to hospitals, and to put aside a little
for new buildings, but not nearly enough.
As a matter of faet, £1031H was paid out
by way of specinl and regular subsidies to
board and committee hospitals out of the
fund last year, while £42,000 was expended
in the maintenance of departmental hos-
pitals. It will be seen, therefore, that the
great bulk of the money went purely in
maintenance. Even with a collection of
£154,000 last year, we were still over
£12,000 worze off regarding hospital
expenditure than in the wyear prior
to the introduction of the hospital tax. In
the eircumstances, some other provision
will have to be made for buildings and
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repairs to hospitals, and I was hopeful it
would be made this year. The hospital
fund will not enable that to be done, for
we cannot possibly maintain the hospitals
of the State and effect the necessary re-
pairs out of the total proceeds of the fund.
We had more money to spend on hospitals
in the years before the hospital tax was
levied than we bhave had sinee its imposi-
tion. The position is becoming rather seri-
ous, and money must be provided for the
erection of new hospitals. For six
vears prior to the inauguration of the
hospital fund we got an average annually of
£23,000 for building purposes. Last year,
prior to the introduction of the hos-
pital tax, we had £48,000 from the en-
tertainments tax and £104,000 from Con-
solidated Revenue. If members add those
two amounts together, they will see that
we were worse off, from a hospital main-
tenance standpoint, than when we got the
£154,000 from the hospital tax last year.
That position cannot continue much longer.

Hon, C. G. Latham: But last year you
got fees in addition to £154,000.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: We
collected fees, but even so, we were still
considerably worse off than previously. I
know the fees went into Consolidated Rev-
enue. Sp that, although we did receive
those fees, it did not make the slightest
difference. The total fees collected by all
Government hospitals throunghout Western
Australia prior to the introduction of the
hospital tax, went into Consolidated Rev-
enue, and, on top of those fees, collected
and debited against the fund, the Treas-
urer provided £104,000. T undertake to
say that the fees collected Inst venr were
nothing in eomparison with those received
during the year prior to the imposition of
the hospital tax. Conditions were better
then, and the depression oeccarred when
the hospital tax was levied.

Mr. Bodoreda: Into what fund do the
fees go now?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
are spent on the maintenance of hospitals,
and do not go into Consolidated Revenue.
The amount I refer to was over and above
the actual fees collected. The amount was
£168,000, and the fees reduced it to
£104,000.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You had £104,000,
plus the amusements tax,
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The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes,
and £16,000 from loan funds for build-
ings,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Hoew much from the
amusement tax?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
think it was £48,000.

HON. C. G, LATHAM (York) [10.0]: I
am glad the Minister has given us an op-
portunity to learn something of the rami-
fieations of this department’s finances.
I wish to turn first to what he was dealing
with when he sat down, references to re-
ceipts from the hospital tax fund. On the
last balance sheet he presented to the
House he showed that last year he received
£146,000 in tax, £27,000 in hospital fees, a
recoup for an advance made on X-ray plant
at Fremantle £56; and his total receipts
were £179,757 13s. 2d. That, of eourse, is
<onsiderably more than he gave me just
now, namely £104,000 plus £16,0600 from
loan funds and £48,000 from amusement
tax.

The DMinister for Health:
did not get it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Audifor
General’s statement is not correct, for your
balance sheet shows exactly how the money
was spent. I admit that it cost £3,562 to
collect, but I am going to tell the Minister
that he is giving away £20,000 this year.

The Minister for Health: Am 19

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes. Have a
look at your own Estimates. I heard a very
good case put up by the member for Perth
(Mr. Needham) the other night when he
pleaded for fewer hours for the nurses in
Government hospitals. The Minister then
told a good story, and I believed it. T
thought he was short of money, However,
that is not so, because he is giving away
a great deal more than it would eost to
afford the nurses fewer houvs; he is giving
away this year, £19,665. For in the pre-
vionus year’s Estimates the whole cost of
the Wooroloo Sanaterium came from Con-
solidated Revenue.

The Minister for Health: And so, too,
this year,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: This year it does
not. On page 76 of the Fstimates there
are set out the details of the Vote of

I know we

£5400. Last year the amount shown
for total salaries and wages was
£13,664, whereas this year it is only
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£6,008. The salaries of the resident
medieal officer and of the assistant
resident medical officer are 10 come

out of the hospital fund tax this year, as
are also the salaries of the secretary, £448,
and of the matron £191. Those salaries are
to ecome out of the hospital fund tax, not out,
of Consolidated Revenue. Also there is to
come out of the hospital fund tax an
amount of £3,643 for nurses, domestic staff,
housemaids, wards-maids, and a number of
others, pluz £40 for the chaplain; all this is
to come out of the tax, not out of Consoli-
dated Revenue. On the Estimates last year
there was an item of £9,000 for the Wooro-
lag Sanatorium, and of that amount £8,8085
was spent.  This vear no provision is made
on the Estimates for a single penny for
the Wooroloo Sanatorium. Will the Min-
ister say that statement is not correct? Every
penny of it is to come out of the hospitai
fund tax. If there was one thing we fought
against, it was that the Wooroloo Sanato-
rium, which is a national institution, should
be provided for out of the hospital tax.

The Minister for Health: You. have an
amazing idea of the position.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: My statement is
quite correct.

The Minister for Health: Then why is
there shown in this vear’s Estimates the
exact increase of expendifure?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: o, the Vote for
1933-3+ was £16,500, of which £15,791 was
spent. This year the amount shown is
£6,560. I do not think the Minister has
looked at this part of his Estimates.

The Minister for Health: Why did not
you read the figure immediately below that,
beginning “less rebated to hospital fund”?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T will quote that
now. It does not make the slightest differ-
ence. T am showing the items as set out,
and that expenditure was provided for in
the 1933-34 Estimates, for whieh no provi-
sion whatever is made in these Estimates for
1934-35.

The
amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of those items 1
have read out. There is no provision made
for them. Take the Wooroloo Sanatorium;
there is no provision for that on this year's
Estimates. The Minister will see that the
Vote for total salaries last year was £13,694,
of which £13,664 was spent, whereas this

Minister for Health: Of what
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yesr only £6,008 is provided, or a decrease
of £7,656, which no doubt is money coming
out of the hospital fund tax for the purpose
of maintaining the Wooroloo Sanatorium.

The Minister for Health: Nothing of the
kind.

Hoan. C. G. LATHAM: I will be glad if
the Minister ean explain it, but my state-
ment is quite correet.

The Minister for Health: It is not even
debited against the bospital fund this year.

Hon, C. G. LATITAM: Beeause the fund
is not there to be debited, When I was
Minister for Health we were always having
it thrown up to us that this tax would be
nsed to relieve Consolidated Revenue, To-
night the Minister has said that he has in-
sufficient money; yet here in this one item
he is giving away £19,000.

The Minister for Health: T am not. Why
do not vou look at the Estimates? There
vou will find the exact figures for the sal-
aries. What you have quoted are merely
the details of it.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: These are sal-
aries not relating to Wooroloo. Take Item
2.

The Minister for Health: No, it is Tiem
1 that carries the salaries.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: Until you come
to the Wooroloo Sanaforium, where there
is no provision whatever for 19334-34.
Where are these items to eome from? Yon

have not dismissed the rtesident medieal
officer, nor his nssistant.
The Minister for Health: No. We are

paying them out of Consclidated Revenue.

The Aecting Premier: The ficures vyou
have quoted are taken from a gronp show-
ing the details of Item No. 1.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is the Com-
missioner of Public Health and Principal
Medieal Officer, with n total of £1,031. Then
there ave clerks ahove the automatic range,
£1,240, elerks within the automatic range,
£832, North-West medical service, £2,750,
plus partial exemption from financial emer-
gency legislation £133. The total is £6,008,
and there is no provision whatever for the
Wooroloe Sanatorium item which was
shown on last year’s Estimates. From what
are you going to pay them?

The Minister for Health: They were thera
Inst year, debited against the hospital fand
tax, hut the futility of that has now been
recognised.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They must be
shown here if they are to be paid from Con-
solidated Hevenue; but they are nof on the
Estimates, because they are to be paid out
of the hospital tax fund. The money has to
be found, and it must either be provided
for on the Estimates or taken from the
hospital tax fund.

The Minister for Health: It does not
come from the hospital tax fund this year.
The Estimates show it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They do not. I
advise members that on the Estimates there
is no provision for carrying on the Woo-
roloo Sanatorium, net a penny piece. No
provizion is made for the whole of the medi-
cal and nursing services or for provisions,
bedding and elothing, fuel, medicines and
surgical instruments, equipment, uniforms
for staff, travelling, telephones, forage,
machinery and oils, ete., or ifems not other-
wise provided for. It is of no use the Min-
ister repcating that there is provision in the
Estimates. There is not. If he desires to
give the nurses the relief that the member
for Perth requested, he bas the money there
instead of giving it away to the Government
to inflate their revenue.

The Minister for Health: Not a penny
piece went to the Government last year,
and there is nothing on the Estimnates for
Woornloo Sanatorinm this year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am sorry the
Under Secretary is not present to advise the
Minister, because what I have said is cor-
reef.

The Minister for Health: You know no-
thing at all about it. :

Hon. €. . LATHAM: 1 ecan see the
point, but unfortunately the Minister can-
I have told him what is happening,
and I think it has come as a surprise to him,

The Minister for Health: Not at all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Last year the
Treasurer announced that it was proposed
to remove the Wooroloo expenses from Con-
solidated Revenue and charge themn against
the hospital tax fund.

The Minister for Health: He charged them
all right last year.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The items are
shown on the Estimates, but whereas pro-
vision was made for them last year, no pro-
vision is made for this year. I have given
the Minister some information, T say there
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is £20,000 available for repairs to hospitals
and for beiter conditions for the nursing
staft if the Minister nses it, instead of belp-
ing Gonsolidated Revenue tc that extent.

The Minister for Health: The item has in-
creased now,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: If the Minister
wishes to have the exact amount, it is
£19,665,

The Minister for Health: Where do you
get that amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: RALO. and As-
sistant  R.M.O.  £1,345, secretary £448,
matron £191, nurses, domestic staff, ete..
£8,645, chaplain £40.

The Acting Premier: All those items are
provided for under Item No. 1.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Not at all.

The Acting Premier: Yes, they are. See
the heading “Informative only; details of
the item are.”

Hon, . G. LATHAM: What is happen-
ing is that £6,008 is provided, but contin-
gencies constitute a separate item. Last
yvear an amount of £9,000 was provided
and £8,998 was expended. This year no
provision is made, and econsequently the
amount must be provided out of the hospital
tax fund.

The Minister for Health: That was por-
tion of the £15,000 provided last year,

Hon, C. . LATHAM: The Estimafes
show contingencies £6,560, including inei-
dental, travelling and transport, postage and
telephones, miseellancons, medica] attend-
ance and sobsidies to doctors and nurses,
none of which is to he used for the Wooroloo
Sanatorium. I have raised the point that
it is unfair of the Minister to tell us at this
stage that there are insufficient funds,

The Minister for Health: There are in-
sufficient funds.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then the Minister
shonld see that the Treasurer does not take
the £19,665. Of course he will get it under
the Estimates as they are framed.

The Minister for Health: He will not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is of no use
the Minister saying that.

Mr. Marshall: You will have to wateh
the Acting-Treasurer.,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think
he has had anything to do with it.
I wish to econgratulate the foreman
of the Wooroloo Sanatorinm farm. In the
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last two years he has shown the champion
Shorthorn and is breeding up a wonderful
herd, He is devoting the whole of his time
to the work

Mr. Marshall: Is it not a full-time job?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, but he does
not mind how many hours he works, or
what the conditions are, so long as he ean
do justice to the herd, and there is no doubt
he is doing it. e should be commended
for the number of prizes he has won, par-
tieularly during the last two years. I admit
that money has been spent on the farm,
but he bhas turned the farm from a losing
to a profitable proposition, which has been
very useful not only to the sanatorium hui
to the State. I point out to the member for
Perth that there is an opportunity to get
the £20,000 he requires for improving the
condifions of nurses by telling the Treas-
urer that Consolidated Revenue must carry
the cost of the Wooroloo Sanatorinm as in
vears gone by.

MR. COVERLEY (Kimherley) [10.18]:
I congratulate the Minister on the alteration
made to the system in the North-West,
which . will be of great benefit to the resi-
dents. There was a misunderstanding on
the part of the Wyndham people, but the
Minister has justified himself by the admin-
istration of the Aet and the alteration of the
system in the North, Under the leased hos-
pital system that the people of the North had
to put up with, they were getting a very
raw deal. Matters were very unsatisfac-
tory from every point of view, particularly
from the standpoint of indigent patients.
The objection raised was due to the depart-
mental information forwarded to the road
boards in the Wyndham area. The new sys-
tem was not fully explained and the resi-
dents of Wyndham misunderst¢od the posi-
tion, They believed what they had read in
the Press that the aerial system to be estab-
lished by the Australian Inland Mission was
the system to be inaugurated in the Wynd-
ham district, and that the doetor appointed
for their distriet would be required to travel
throughout the length and breadth of the
North-West, Naturally they were very con-
cerned abount it, and were entitled to put
up & protest. The matter was not fully ex-
plained to them. Everything was done in a
hurry, beeause the medical practitioner in
Wyndham had telegraphed his resignation.
Just at that point the new system was being
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inaugurated, but only part of the informa-
tion was forwarded to the people at Wynd-
bam. They have no objection o the doctor
being called away in the case of a serioms
aceident, or sickness in the interior. They
have given credit to doctors in the past when
these men have travelled hundreds of miles
with pack horses to attend serious cases.
All ecredit is due to the medical staff we
have had in times past. They gave the best
service that was possible. The new system
will give us what we have needed for some
time. We have wanted younger men with
new ideas, men with the nerve to perform
operations when necessary. We know the
department had no intention of diserediting
the medical staff of the past. We should
be entitled to be brought nearer to civilisa-
tion than we have been in the past. The
people are very satisfied with what the Min-
ister has done, and give him every credit
for the inauguration of the new system.

ME. NEEDEAM (Perth) [10.22]: I was
naturally interested in the wordy duel be-
tween the Minister and the Leader of the
Opposition concerning the whereabouts of a
matter of £20,000, and as to whether it had
been lost, stolen or strayed.

Mr. Moloney: They did not leave mnch
for us.

Mr. NEEDHAM: T see the Minister look-
ing through the Estimates in the hope of
finding it. I trust the result of the argument
will bring my desire, so far as nurses’ bours
are concerned, nearer o fruition. I still
eling to the hope that the Minister will have
a change of heart and carry my motien into
effect. I should like to know how the
negotiations are proceeding for the erection
of a new hospital or additions to the present
Perth Hospital. The matter is & very im-
portant one. The hospital is seriously over-
crowded, and the Minister, members of
Parliament, and the public are well aware
of it. When my motion with regard to an
cight-hour day for nurses Wwas being debated
the Minister said he was condueting negotia-
tions with a view to getting another site on
which a hospital might be erected,

The Minister for Health: I am having a
conference to-morrow at noon.

"Mr. NEEDHAM: T hope the Minister will
be able to give some further information on
the point.

The Minister for Health: Not until that
conference has heen held,
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Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 wish to refresh the
Minister's memory about a deputation which
waited on him a few months ago seeking the
re-establishment of the psyehological clinie.
That was the most representative deputation
of its kind that ever waited npon a Minister
of the Grown in thiz State. It was also the
largest, and comprized mostly representa-
tives of every women’s organisation in West-
ern Australia. The Minister was very
enthusiastic in his support of the idea, but
stressed the shortage of money. Since then
he has again, in reply to inguiries, stated
that inoney was tight.

The Minister for Health:
Premier who said that.

My, NEEDHAM: Is the Premier in a
better mood to help the Minister to re-open
the clinie which was established by a Labour
Government, but was closed, I understand,
by the Government which succeeded them?
The Minister knows the good that was done
by the clinie, and no doubt increasing good
would have been done had it been kept go-
ing. Some cynies in the community may
look upon such an establishment as " a
luxury, but not those who have given atten-
tion to the matter. Ii is a growing neces-
sity in modern times, and it is essential that
one shonld be established in our midst, just
as they are established in other parts of the
world. I hope the Minister will soon be able
to tell us that the clinie will he re-opened.

It was the

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [10.27]:
It is wholly impossible to understand the
assertion of the Minister that the Wooroloe
Sanatorium expenses are provided for on
the Estimates.

The Minister for Health: I did not say
they were.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Then where is the
money to come from?

The Minister for Health: Don’t worry
ahout that. The money will be there all
right.

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is, of course, com-
ing out of the hospital tax collections. No
other source is available. It is ridieulous
to pretend that the £6,008 on the Estimates
covers a single penny of the expeaditure
on the Wooroloe Sanatorium.

The Acting Premier: The
clearly set out that it does,

Hon. N. KEENAN: Burely the Minister
is not serious in that statement?

Estimates
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The Acting Premier: Yes. It is all
contained in Item 1. The details are there.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The whole of that
amount is finished off with the salary of the
Commissioner for Public Health, the clerks
above the automatic range, those within it,
and the North-West medical services, to-
gether with a small provision for partial
exemption from the financial emergency
legislation. Not a penny of that falls to
the Wooroloo Sanatorium. The Acting
Treasurer must admit that. It is plain that
the £8,996 which last year was necessary
for the Wooroloo Sanatorinm under such
provisions as bedding, clothing, fuel, medi-
cines, ete., is not provided. Where is the
money to come from? Of course it must
come from the hospital tax. And yet the
Minister denies that, as if he was grabbing
the money out of the air.

Mr. Hegney: It might come ont of the
State lotteries.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The blospital tax
collections provide the only source for the
money. It could not come from any other
source except the fund, which the Minister
said would not be sufficient for the upkeep
of the hospital.

The Minister for Health: I said it was
not sufficient to provide for the upkeep of
the building.

Hon. N. KEENAN: What about
£19,000 for the building fund?

The Minister for Health: It wiil not he
paid this year.

Hon. N. KEENAXN: Let the Minister
have an understanding of his Estimates,
and noi tell us a fairy tale and ask us to
diseuss it. Let the Minister tell ns some-
thing that is actual and real. Here is some-
thing that is actual and real-—an amount of
£19,655 whieh he ean apply to the building
fund, instead of telling us that tale of woe
he has told us to-night. At this hour it is
noi possible to debate the Estimates in the
way they should be debated, or to get the
information which it is necessary the eoun-
try should have hefore the Estimates are
passed. This little ineident is a strong
illustration of that. Here we have had a
pieture painted to us that is wholly illusive
—£19,635 gone astray. And still we are
asked to pass these Estimates! I object
to their being passed in so perfunctory a
manner., And there are other matfers con-
nected with the Vote that T would like to

the
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have the opportunity of discussing, as for
instance the question of giving some greater
consideration to the inmates of the Old
Men’s Home. They, no doubt, have their
grievances, because all those who are in the
position these men are in find themselves
faced with grievances. However, there are
some very genuine grievanees. When fimes
are so improved that the financial emergency
cut has been restored to many who have had
to suffer it, surely it is also right fo give
some consideration of the same kind to tho
old men. The little amount allotted for
tobacco, £400 odd a year, represents, I am
told, 6d. per week. Surely something might
be done there when so much money is going
astray. However, the principal matfer I
wish to emphasize is that we should not he
asked to rush the Istimates through. Ther:
is no need whatever for haste,

The Minister for Health: None whatever!

Hon. N. KEENAN: At the proseri
moment there is nothing on the Notice Pager
that warrants the Government in saying
there is need for the Estimates to be rushed
through.

The Minister ior Health: There are a
lot more Estimates here yef.

Hon, N. KEWNAN: Thai is the very
reason for not rushing through. I suppose
the Minister would emphasise that when we
have Estimates we ought to rush them
through.

The Minister for Health: You have had
ample time to consider the Hstimates. They
have been longer in going through than any
other Estimates since vou have been in Par-
liament. You were the first to complain in
the Press that we did not go on with
husiness, and now we are going on with
business vou want to delay it. I do not care
what vou say.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Why should the Min-
ister eare? He has told a fairy story, and
expects us to believe it.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I must ask
the Minister to keep quiet, and I must ask
the member for Nedlands fo address the
Chair.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T do not wish to dis-
cuss the matter any further, because of the
reason 1 have stated, that I do mot think
this Vote should be rushed through. We
certainly chould not he asked to pass the
Vote before we clear up this mystery of
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£19,653, and the story that wus told us ol
the poverty of the Minister for the purpose
of providing the necessary hospital accom-
modation while he has all this money up
his sleeve to give back to the Treasurer.

MR, SAMPSON (Swan) [10.341: I hope
the Minister will agree ta report progress.
The position is becoming highly awkwarl
and embarrassing, and 1 am sure ne one
desires to embarrass the hon. gentleman un.
duly, However, it would appear that these
figures have been put up without the Min.
ister having an opportunity to examine
them. 1VWhat is going to happen in future
vears? TFor this year we bave figures sho
ing the expenditure for 1933-34. Those fig-
ures, of course, are given; but the Estimates
for the current year show blanks in many
instances, thus supporting

The Minister for Iealth: Blanks are
shown wherever ‘there was a rebate from
the hospital fund.

Mr. SAMPSON: The blanks support the
very clear statement of the Leader of the
Opposition regarding the disappearance of
money from the hospital tax fund. That
surcly cannot be allowed to continue, in
view of the number of times either side of
the Chamber has charged the other with
protecting Consolidated Revenue and put-
ting up statements that the hospital tax mnst
be increased in order that hospital serviees
may be provided. If that money is to be
used to protect Consolidated Revenue, and
if the Woorcloo Sanatorium

The Minister for Health: You ought {
talk like that, you being the man who intre-
duced the Bill to take the money away.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister is speak-
ing of the first tax. If the Minister eould
review the words he uttered at that time,
he would be staggered at the audacity of
what he said on the oeccasions when the
House was held up hour after hour in an
endeavour to oppose the imposition of a
hospital tax.

The Minister for Health: No.

Mr, SAMPSON: There is no opposition
to the hospital tax. The opposition is to
the fact that money is being taken fromn
the hospital tax fund to protect Consol
dated Revenue. That has been made clear
over and over again. Out of deference to
the Minister I say he should report progress
and put up a statement of the position as
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it existy, so that the Committee will have
an epportunity of clearly understanding the
matter. I do not want to say anything monr
than that, The Minister has shown that he
does not understand the matter,

The Minister for Health: Your state-
ment is absolutely as elear as mud!

AMre, SAMPSOX: If so, we have a doubly
muddy outlook. TUndoubtedly, apart from
the statements of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition and the member for Nedlands, there
has not been anything to clarify the posi-
tion. at all events from the other side of
the Chamber, if the Minister will pardon
my saving gzo. I do not want to see this
new method instituted. It seems Lo me
that if we pass this Vote as it is, then in
vears to come we shall have a repetition of
what is oceurring here to-night. The faet
that a precedent has been established will
perhaps have the effect of preventing eriti-
cism in future. It is definitely wrong, and
the Committee, irrespective of party,
should take a stand against it.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[10.39]: I wish to ask the Minister one or
two questions. I would like to know
whether the Health Department have given
any consideration to the imposition of uni-
form hospital fees. The hospital of one
town charges a certain fixed rate per day,
while another hospital committee, only a
few miles away, charges something else. Tt
ought to be possible to bring about uni-
formity in hospital charges. Again, I was
wondering what percentage of hospital fees
is being collected by the various hospital
boards.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The particulars are
all in the report.

Mr. MeLARTY : T had not noticed those
figures., Reeently I spoke about the pro-
vision of milk for school children. I shall
he glad if the Minister ean give any in-
formation in that regard to indieate the
prospect of milk being provided for the
children.  That matter has received the
attention of other Governments, and I trust
the Minister will be able to give us some
information in that regard.

MR. RODOREDA (Roebourne) [10.41]:
Medical and health services are vital con-
siderations in the North-West, Tt was
pleasing to hear the Minister feature the
improvements that have heen, and are still
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being effected in the North-West, and I agree
with him that we are fortunate to have
secured the services of Dr. Vickers, who
has had such experience in the work he
will undertake and who undoubtedly will
start off the organisation on a sound basis.
When I mentioned in the House last year
the necessity for a flying doctor I did not
antieipate that the scheme would be prae-
tieally in operation within 12 months.
From the Minister's statement this evening
and from what I know of the position, I
believe that the seheme will be in opera-
tion as soon as arrangenents can be made
with the aerial contractor. The system
of having full-time doctors is wise, and all
residents of the North-West will be in
agreement on that point. We cap aceept
the apology of the member for Kimberley
who pointed out that his constituenis had
not realised to the full the inlentions ot
the department, and now that they do, 1
am sure they will he in hearty agreement
with the Government. It is a matter for
congratulation for the people in the North
that the leased hospital system has been
abolished. Last year the Minister promised
that he would abolish it, and he did so as
soon as he possibly conld. There is one
complaint that I have to make, and it is
that so far a maternity ward has not been
provided at the Beadon Hospital. Last
year the Minister promised that he would
do his best te provide this facility.
The department has made available a
matron holding a double eertificate, and
the only thing that remains to be accom-
plished is the provision of the maternity
ward. The Minister realises as well as I
do that it is essential, for at present there
is no provision for maternity cases nearer
than at Roebourne, 200 miles away to the
north, or at Carnarvon, 150 miles to the
south, I trust the Minister will make
available the money neeessary to enable
the ward to be estahlished.

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
S. W. BMunsie — Hannans — in  yeply)
{10451: Regarding the question raised
by the member for Murray-Wellington,
I do npt know that it is the duty
of the department to dictate to com-
mittees who control hospitals what charges
should be lovied. All the hospitals have
heen civeularised with regard to fees,
but T do not think it would be wise for
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the department to attempt dietation in that
respect. We will get on much better if we
allow hospital ecommittees to levy charges
suitable to their districts. The charges levied
at Government and semi-Government hos-
pitals differ, and it is essentia) that it should
be so in some instances. I do not know
that it is right to say that, irrespective of
where the hospital may be, the same rate
of charges shonld be levied. It is not done
anywhere in Australia that I know of. I
do not want to enter into further arguments
on any matters that have been dealt with.
I do not know what the Anditor General’s
report will contain when it is issned, but [
assure the Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the National Party that last
year not one penny was paid from the Hos-
pital Fund towards the support of the
Wooroloo Sanatorium.

Hon. €. G. Latham: It was refunded and
is shown as such,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: It was
rebated from the hospital tax.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Evidently they teck
it out and paid it back.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If the
Leader of the Opposition will allow me to
make my statement, he will have the fasts.
Not one penny from hospital tax collections
last year was paid towards the mainten-
ance of the Wooroloo Sanatorium, nor will
a penny be paid from that fund this year,
if T still remain Minister for Public Health.
Last year the Estimates provided for £14,000
being paid out of the hospital fund for the
suppert of the Wooroloo Sanatorium. No
Minister, Treasury official, or anyone else
can spend one penny out of the hospital
fund without my signature. The Aect pro-
vides that the Minister for Public Health
eontrols the fund. Tt does not say that T
control it, but that no expenditure can be
made from the fund without the authority
of the Minister for Public Health. While
that provision appears in the Act, I shall
control the fund irrespective of what even
Treasury officials may say. I did not spend
one penny from the fund on Wooroloo last
year, although I know the Treasurer has
debited expenditure against it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have credited
you with the amount too.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
have debited the fund, but I did not sign
the authorisation for the expenditure. No
one else can do so. It was not paid from
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the fund last year, and will not be paid from
the fund this year. The accounts are there,
and members will be able to peruse the
audited balance sheet, When the Auditor
General’s report is presented, members will
be able to ascertain whether I am £19,000
short in the hospital fund.

Hon. N. Keenan: Where are you to get
the money from this year?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: From
the Treasurer from whom it came last year,
and from whom it will come this year.

Mr. Sampson: It is not provided for in
the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOQR HEALTH: It will
not be provided from the hospital fund.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Tt will be on the
supplementary Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH. It is
no good arguing the point. I am adminis-
tering the fund and not one penny piece
has been spent unless my signature has been
attached te the anthorishtion. The money is
paid into the fund at the Treasury, but the
Treasury c¢annot operate on the fund with-
out my authority.

Hon. N. Keenan: Last year the Estimates
made provision for Wooroloo.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Pro-
viding for it to come out of the hospital
fund.

Hon. N. Keenan: No.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
The decrease this year is exactly what the
rebate was last year. That was because they
could not get it. They are not geing to get
it. Not one penny of hospital fund money
was expended on Wooroloo last year.

Ttem, Salaries and allowances, ete.:

Mr. SAMPSOXN: I should like to have
some information as to the intentions of the
Minister in dealing with the mosquito
sconrge, Last year it was worse than ever
hefore.

The CHATRMAN: I cannot allow vou to
discuss mosquitoes on the item for the sal-
ary of the Commissioner of Public Health.
You had your chance on the general debate.

Tbe Minister for Health: It is a matter
for the local anthorities as well as for the
Commissioner of Public Health.

Mr. SAMPSON: T should like the Minis-
ter to encourage the local aunthorities seo
that there may be co-ordination in the work.
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The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member ean-
not discuss that on this item.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, I have said suffi-
cient to indicate my feeling on the subject.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have checked Item
No. 1 with {ast vear’s Estimates. The estim-
ated expenditure last year was £13,694, with
a rebate to the hospital fund of £10,677
leaving £3,017. It looks as if last year we
took cut of Consolidated Revenue £10,000
of the actual sum paid under this Vote. 1
hope the Minister will look into that gues-
tion and, if necessary, hring down supple-
mentary Estimates.

Mr. RODOREDA: It appears that last
vear we voted £13,694 for salaries and
wages, but that there was a rebate of
£10.662 whieh had been spent from the hos-
pital tax fund. Under item No. 3 we voted
last year £9,000 for the Wooroloo Sana-
tovimm, e did not spend onc penny of
that from revenue, hecause we find here the
note “Less rebate to hospital fund.” We
spent only £7,500 from revenne. So, ac-
eording to this, not one penny from revenune
was spent on Wooroloo Sanatorium last
vear, and certainly not a penny is provided
in this year’s Estimates for the sanatorium.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I thought when the
Minister was speaking that he might have
answered my question regarding the Perth
Hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I have
no further information than I had when I
made a statement the other night, but I
have sueceeded in getting that conferenee,
which is to be held at 12 o’elock to-morrow.
After the conference I may be able to tell
the hon. member something more.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

SUPPLY BILL (No. 2), £700,000.

Returned from the Council withount

amendment.

House adjourned at 11 p.m.
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